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Drama Club Presents ‘A Christmas Carol’
Jesiree Carrera
Editor-In-Chief

The Jonathan Law Drama 
Club presented “A Christmas 
Carol” on November 15 and 16 
in the auditorium in celebration 
of the upcoming holiday season.

The show featured children 
from Milford’s elementary 
schools, as well as a few middle 
school students and adults 
within the community - just as 
“The Wizard Of Oz” did last 
year for their annual fall benefit 
concert. 

Adapted from the Charles 
Dickens novella, “A Christmas 
Carol” emphasizes the true 
m e a n i n g  o f  f a m i l y  a n d 
friendship, as portrayed by 
the drama club’s obvious and 
apparent joyous show tradition.

“It is truly awe inspiring to 
see our entire community come 
together to support our local 
students,” said director Mr. 
Mele in his director’s notes. 
“This show truly is a labor of 
love for me; I [was] ecstatic to 
be able to share this with all of 
[the audience] and am honored 
to be part of this wonderful 
show.”

The original story was first 
published 170 years ago, but 

still stands the test of time due 
to the vital message which 
should be known, especially 
throughout the holidays. It 
reminds everyone as to the 
importance of celebration with 
family and friends, giving, and 
those lovely, yet sometimes 
difficult to find, moments of 

peace.
The Drama Club tried 

to stick to the origins of the 
Dickens novella as much as 
possible due to the magic 
and familiarity of the original 
story, as well as the meaning of 
Christmas and the holidays of 
which the show spreads with 

each passing generation to take 
part.

According to a few members 
of the cast, many people saw 
both performances of the show. 
Cast members were excited 
at the choice of play and its 
timing.

“It’s our fall fundraiser and 

Mr. Mele had already chosen to 
do ‘A Christmas Carol’ ahead 
of time,” said senior Amanda 
DeLeo. “It’s never too early to 
get in the Christmas spirit.”

There truly was a lot of joy 
to be seen on the stage as the 
children brought smiles upon 
the audiences’ faces and the 
songs captured the spirit of 
Christmas. 

Law’s choir director, Mrs. 
Rizzotti, worked with the 
children to ensure that they 
knew their songs and understood 
the true meaning of the story so 
they could complement the 
musical pieces with emotion 
and knowledge behind what 
they were singing.

The adults, mainly Jonathan 
Law alumni and volunteers 
from the St. Mary’s Choir, also 
took on a big part of the cast 
as well. 

In order to play their 
characters well, they had to 
have a very strong spirit of 
Christmas within them to truly 
get the characteristics of the 
cast correct.

Not only was their acting 
a success, but their notes were 
amazing as well. The entire 
      (Continued on page  5)

Keyettes Club’s Volunteer Efforts Help Community
Christina Macaluso
News Editor

Jonathan Law’s Keyettes 
Club has been off to a busy start 
this year.

So far, Keyettes have set up 
and participated in six events 
that took place in and outside 
of school.

Keyettes is an all-girls 
volunteer group that any girl 
at Law can join. Participating 
in these events, run by the 
Keyettes, results in community 
service hours.

The group is run by one of 
Law’s science teachers, Mrs. 
Jaekle. The co-presidents are 
seniors Hebani Duggal and 
Esha Deshmukh. The vice 
president is senior Kate Brady. 
Brady, Duggal and Deshmukh 
have been members since their 
freshman year.

“It’s never too late to sign 
up for Keyettes,” Duggal said. 

“We have new members join 
throughout the year, especially 
after sports seasons end; as long 
as you’re willing to come to 
the meetings and be an active 
member of the club, you’ll fit 
right in.”

Becoming a member of 
Keyettes is an easy thing to 
do. Joining gives students the 
chance to get volunteer hours 
so that they could possibly 
graduate with distinction, and 
meet people they might not 
have met otherwise. 

“I think girls should join if 
they have the chance because 
it’s a great and easy way to make 
friends and get volunteer hours 
at the same time,” freshman 
Trisha Brady said. 

The club meets once a week, 
every Tuesday, for 15 minutes.
Within those 15 minutes, the 
girls quickly go over what 
events are coming up in the 

near future, and they make sure 
to  sign up for the ones they can 
participate in. After that, all 
members need to do is show up 
to the event, help out, and get 
the volunteer hours. 

One of the school events that 
the Keyettes were responsible 
for was the Red Cross blood 
drive. 

Forty-three students showed 
up to give blood and the Red 
Cross was able to collect 34 
pints of usable blood. 

“Law has hosted a blood 
drive since I’ve been the advisor 
for Keyettes, which is for about 
12 years now,” Jaekle said. 

Members of Keyettes agree 
that besides Mr. JLHS, one of 
their favorite events is the blood 
drive because they get to work 
alongside Red Cross workers. 
They love  knowing that what 
they are doing is going to a 
good cause. 

“The best part of doing 
Keyettes is seeing how grateful 
people are for our help,” 
Deshmukh said. “When we 
helped out the Red Cross with 
the blood drive they were so 
thankful for our support.”

One of the group’s most 
popular events is Mr. JLHS 
which is held towards the end 
of the year. It is a mix between 
talent show and beauty pageant 
that any junior or senior boy can 
enter in. 

Most  members  of  the 
Keyettes are looking forward 
to that the most. 

“Mr. JLHS is one of the 
biggest and most entertaining 
events that we do all year,” 
Brady said. 

The Keyettes will continue 
to run events that service and 
help out around the Jonathan 
Law community, as well as the 
Milford community.  

The Keyettes hosted a blood drive sponsored by the Red Cross. 
(photo courtesy Christina Macaluso)

Law alum Tyler Campbell and Law senior Kira Topalian sing a duet in “A Christmas Carol.” 
(photo courtesy Catherine Rice)

“The best part of 
doing Keyettes is 

seeing how grateful 
people are for 

our help.” 
- Keyettes co-president 

Esha Deshmukh
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Typhoon Haiyan has 
devastated thousands of 
families in the Philippines 
and there are many different 
countries and organizations 
that are giving back in support 
of the tragic occurrence. 

While Milford has not truly 
seen such devastation as the 
major Category Five typhoon 
brought upon the Philippines, 
the Jonathan Law community 
still sympathizes with those 
affected by the storm.

While the Jonathan Law 
students and staff are thinking 
of ways and fundraisers to 
help those who have suffered 
in the Philippines, there are 
also other activities of which 
the school community wants 
to partake in.

There are many different 
groups within Jonathan Law 
that have organized different 
events to help out around 
the community such as the 
Keyettes, Key Club, and 
National Honors Society. 
Each different club hosts 
fundraisers and other events 
to benefit the community. 

In their Advisory periods, 
the students viewed different 
groups within their school 
and decided upon helping one 
group in their efforts. They 
had their choice among the 
Keyettes, Key Club, National 
Honors Society, Natural 
Helpers, and Interact Club.

The Keyettes normally 
host a blood drive each year, 
which took place in October, 
and now plan to help out the 
Legassi family during the 
holidays this year. They are 
collecting Christmas gifts for 
the children in the family in an 
attempt to brighten their spirits 
despite what they have had to 
face in the recent months.

The Key Club is hosting 
their annual Thanksgiving food 
drive, in which students can 
bring in their canned goods 
and other food items during 
their period one class to give 
to families on Thanksgiving so 
that they can have something 
to put on the table. They are 
also accepting turkeys and 
other meat products, which 
they will refrigerate to further 
help the less fortunate out 
to have something to eat on 
Thanksgiving.

National Honors Society is 
doing their annual Giving Tree 
with BRIDGES, as well. There 
will be tags on the tree, listing 
gifts for children of which 
some families may not be able 
to afford for during the holiday 
season. The Natural Helpers 
are collecting canned food, 
including baby food, for Mercy 
Learning Center to help women 
getting their GED to help their 
families. Students can bring 
the food to the main lobby, 
media center, or room 170 to 
participate.

Finally, the Interact Club 
will be volunteering at the 
annual tree lighting at the 
Milford Green on November 
29 in celebration of the 
upcoming holiday season. 
They will be handing out free 
hot chocolate and cookies to 
everyone in attendance and 
highly encourage anyone who 
can make it to come. 

Every group within 
Jonathan Law works to join 
together and bring out the 
abilities of everyone within 
the community. Law’s clubs, 
students, and staff should be 
commended for the fantastic 
community efforts and 
participation of these worthy 
events.

Law Always Lends
A Helping Hand
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Jesiree Carrera
Editor-In-Chief

Described as what may 
have been the most powerful 
tropical typhoon to ever make 
landfall, Typhoon Haiyan, 
known as Yolanda to the 
natives, brought a 370 mile 
width, 17 feet storm surge, and 
27 inches of rainfall (the most 
recorded by NASA’s Tropical 
Rainfall Measuring Mission).

Over 13 million people 
have been affected by Typhoon 
Haiyan’s deadly path on 
November 8. The storm surged 
through and made landfall six 
times on the Philippines alone, 
while sustaining 195 mile per 
hour winds and 235 mile per 
hour gusts, leaving the country 
damaged and in need of repair.

Out of the 13 million 
people affected, 4.9 million 
were children while 1.5 
million were children under 
the age of five. Approximately 
4,200 people died, over 12,500 
injured, around 2,000 missing, 
and 3 million displaced from 
their homes. 

The storm left them 
requiring food, water, and 
shelter due to the destruction it 
brought upon the archipelago 
island nation. The national 
and international governments 
and humanitarian agencies are 
attempting to get as much aid 
out as possible, especially for 

those who need it most.
The United Nations 

appealed to receive 300 
million for the Haiyan 
Action Plan to assist the 
Philippines by supplying and 
providing services to those 
affected. Donors have given 
approximately 81 million 
to the relief efforts, over 20 
million dollars were donated 
by the United States alone.

While some may argue 
that the federal government’s 
budget for helping other 
countries in need is unnecessary 

and the United States debt is 
too high, they must also take 
into perspective the damage 
and devastation that Typhoon 
Haiyan brought upon the island 
nation. With Hurricane Irene, 
Sandy, and Katrina which 
brought destruction upon 
United States shores, those 
affected had assistance from 
other nations for supplies and 
other recovery efforts of which 
they desperately needed.

With the government’s help 
alone during the hurricanes that 
the United States has faced over 

the past few years, families and 
the states still required extra 
assistance to aid the recovery 
process and rebuilding so that 
the towns and people affected 
could try to return to normal 
just as the Philippines needs 
help now. So far, only 400,000 
gallons of fresh and clean 
water and 2,000 metric tons of 
relief supplies, generators, and 
vehicles have been delivered 
to aid the Philippines and the 
Haiyan Action Plan, but more 
is still needed.

Approximately 375,795 

people have been assisted 
with the deliverance of food 
supplies, but the relief efforts 
should not end there; there are 
still 2.5 million people who 
need food assistance. Some 
parts of the island nation are 
difficult to send supplies and 
aid to, despite the need for 
medical care, assistance, and 
sustenance.

494,611 homes have been 
damaged and destroyed as 
the storm ravaged through the 
Philippines and 628 schools 
have been damaged, as was 
reported thus far.

The numbers keep rising, 
and will continue to rise until 
the Philippines gets the help 
that it desperately needs in 
these trying times. Clearly, 
people should step up to 
give support to and abet the 
Philippines in their recovery 
efforts.

Out of the many 
organizations providing 
support to the island nation, 
here are just a few: American 
Red Cross (or Philippines 
Red Cross), Direct Relief 
International (pairing with 
Asia America Initiative), 
Global Giving, Mercy Corps, 
Oxfam, ShelterBox, UNICEF, 
and World Food Programme.

(Some information courtesy 
cnn.com and worldnews.
nbcnews.com)

Typhoon Haiyan ravaged the Philippines. (photo courtesy thenation.com)

Philippines Requires Help For Recovery

Josh Weizel
Staff Reporter

The National Security 
Agency (NSA) is in charge 
of signals and intelligence in 
the United States. It is one of 
the largest U.S. intelligence 
organizations. The NSA 
operates under the Department 
of Defense and must report 
to the Director of National 
Intelligence. There has been 
a controversy in the news in 
recent months about how much 
the country, and President 
Obama, can use the NSA to 
protect our security without 
violating our civil liberties.  

What is not debatable is 
this: There needs to be a better 
balance between security and 
civil liberties. Current NSA 
policies are an outrageous 
abuse of privacy. They are 
a slap in the face to average 
Americans who mind their 
own business and are not 
connected to terrorism. 

According to a Washington 
Post internal report dated May 
2012, the National Security 
Agency had violated privacy 
rules 2,776 times from 
April 2011 to March 2012. 
According to the May 2012 
audit there was an incident in 
February 2012 which involved 
the unlawful retention of 
3,032 files. According to 
the audit each file contained 
an undisclosed number of 

telephone call metadata 
records. 

It appears that the day 
has finally come when 
George Orwell’s dystopian 
novel “1984,” about a large 
and intrusive government, 
has finally become a 
reality. Americans are 
living in a society that is so 
technologically-advanced that 
it is easier for the government 
to spy on American citizens. 
What kind of society do we 
have when our country is 
beginning to look foreign 
compared to the society our 
founding fathers envisioned?

The founding fathers 
wrote the Declaration of 
Independence and the 
Constitution to protect 
American citizens from 
tyrannical government. The 
founding fathers came up 
with checks and balances to 
ensure there would not be one 
branch of government that 
would become too powerful. 
Americans are living in 
a country where our civil 
liberties are slowly being 
diminished and the rights of 
average Americans are being 
trampled upon. 

Supporters of the NSA will 
argue that the NSA is critical in 
protecting our national security. 
According to the Washington 
Post conservative opinion 
writer Mark A. Thessen, the 

NSA intercepts critical phone 
calls to enemies which prevent 
terrorist attacks. According 
to NSA director Gen. Keith 
Alexander, 54 terrorist attacks 
have been prevented including 
13 in the United States. 

The side that supports the 
NSA makes legitimate points. 
The NSA is important in 
protecting national security. 
The problem is that their 
power is too broad; the agency 
should be spying on terrorists 
and focusing on people who 
will pose harm to our country. 
There needs to be a balance 
between America’s security 
and its liberty and the balance 
is not being met.

The surveillance of the 
NSA is too broad and is not 
focusing its attention on people 

who pose harm to the country. 
According to the internal 
report by the Washington Post, 
the NSA has broken privacy 
rules thousands of times per 
year since 2008. According 
to the Washington Post, the 
information involved broad 
searches of American and 
foreign intelligences in the 
United State. The Washington 
Post report also mentioned 
that the agency intercepted 
U.S. citizens’ e-mails and 
telephone numbers. In most of 
those cases, there was no proof 
that they were a danger to this 
country. 

According to 14 declassified 
government documents, the 
NSA assembled a vast database 
of sensitive information of 
every American. According 
to the Director of National 
Intelligence James Clapper, 
there were 1,800 pages of 
declassified files. Between 
the time period of 2006-2009, 
17,835 phone numbers were 
monitored and only 1,800 were 

based on reasonable suspicion. 
What more evidence 

do Americans need?  The 
evidence is clear that the 
National Security Agency has 
abused its power.  America’s 
national security is important, 
especially in a world where 
we face enormous dangers and 
threats - a world where terrorist 
attacks are more imminent.  
But the government does not 
need to trade our civil liberties 
for our security. 

The NSA should be used 
to gather intelligence in 
preventing terrorist attacks. 
It should have a warrant and 
there should be proof that those 
people are a danger to this 
country before those people 
are monitored.  The NSA needs 
to be more transparent in what 
it does and more of what they 
do should be disclosed to the 
public. The American people 
deserve an open government.

(Some information courtesy 
washpost.com, prorepublica.
org, wikipedia.org)

NSA, Government Need To Be More Transparent
There needs to be 
a better balance 
between security 

and civil liberties. 
Current NSA policies 

are an outrageous 
abuse of privacy. 
They are a slap in 
the face to average 

Americans who mind 
their own business. 

THE ADVOCATE
ONLINE EDITION

jlawadvocate.wordpress.com
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Natural Helpers Give Community Support
 Aaron Tejada
Staff Reporter

Law’s Natural Helpers 
Club is a great way to get 
involved with friends and 
volunteer. 

Hosted by reading teacher 
Mrs. Murphy, this club meets 
every Monday after school in 
Room 170.

This clubs is perfect 
for students to get together 
with friends and help the 
community. 

It’s a diverse club so anyone 
is welcome to come. Some 
activities that are involved 
are volunteering, meeting 
new friends, and community 
service.

As of right now, students 
are training for peer 
interactions and are having a 
food drive for the Bridgeport 
Learning Center. All around 
school, there will be baskets 
for donation.

“We’re running a food 
drive for Mercy Learning 
Center in Bridgeport,” Murphy 
said. “It’s an education center 
for single mothers who don’t 
have their General Education 
Degree. We like to donate 
diapers, children’s toys, baby 
food, and children’s books.”

One activity the club plans 
to do in spring is to paint a 
mural on the walls of the new 

wing for freshmen students to 
see. Since the walls are just 
plain white, they would like to 
paint something to represent 
all of the clubs at Law.

“We are hoping to receive 
grant money in order to paint 
the mural on the walls of the 
new gym,” Murphy said.

Natural Helpers is helpful 
for students who plan on 
applying to college. It’s very 

beneficial because many 
colleges look for students who 
are active in their school and in 
their community. 

Because of all the volunteer 
work that is being done, some 
students can graduate with 
distinction, which means they 
have accumulated over 250 
hours of community service 
time. 

Students can save a lot of 

money and earn scholarships 
from participating in this club 
as well. For example, some 
colleges have benefits for 
graduating with distinction in 
high school.

Current members of the 
club are excited to see what the 
year will bring.

“I’m excited about finding 
new opportunities to volunteer  
and getting involved with the 

community,” junior Jamie 
Georgelos said.  

  Not only is this club a great 
way to support the community, 
it gives students time to enjoy 
hanging out and making new 
friends. Many students have 
already made friends joining 
this club. Some even recruit 
their friends to join it.

“A lot of my friends were 
already in Natural Helpers, and 
I wanted to do activities where 
I could be with them and also 
help out the community,” 
senior Jocelyn Travis said. 

Natural Helpers is perfect 
for students who would like to 
enhance the community.

“I think community support 
is important. Being a Natural 
Helper is a great way to get 
involved,” junior Raeven 
Grant said.

“I think community 
support is important. 

Being a Natural 
Helper is a great 

way to get involved.”
- Law junior and 
Natural Helper 
Raeven Grant

Students filled donation boxes with food to benefit Mercy Learning Center. 
(photo courtesy Christina Macaluso)
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Law Drama Club 
Performs Musical
ensembles’ voices blended 
together and showed how the 
community truly works hard 
to being one and supporting 
one another in their efforts 
of producing a stupendous      
show.

“It’s always fun working 
with people from the 
community, learning from 
the adults, and working with 
the kids,” said senior Kira 
Topalian, who played Belle. “I 
think it’s a learning experience 
for all of us, plus, just a really 
great time.”

The community’s help 
with the show was astounding, 
but the Jonathan Law Drama 
Club still continues to require 
more and more help to further 
produce their crowd-pleasing 
and remarkable shows. 

They will continue to 
hold fundraisers on certain 

Saturdays at the Stop and 
Shop near Jonathan Law High 
School, sell candy, baked 
goods, and raffle tickets, as 
well as hold a 50/50 raffle on 
top of their fall fundraiser. 

Due to their loss of seniors 
whom have graduated from 
the last couple of years, the 
drama club is open to new and 
talented members who want to 
join in being a part of a very 
caring and welcoming group. 

“I expect a great season 
from the cast this year,” said 
Topalian. “We have a lot of 
new talent that is more than 
capable of filling those shoes, 
so I’m very excited.”

The Jonathan Law Drama 
Club will continue to showcase 
their talents by presenting 
“Much Ado About Nothing” 
on February 28 and March 1, 
2014 and “Anything Goes” on 
May 2, 3, and 4.

(Continued from page 1)

Band, Color Guard Host 
Annual Home Show

Emily LaLuna 
Staff Reporter

The Jonathan Law 
marching band has particpated 
in a few competitions 
throughout the fall months and 
is ending out their season with 
some huge improvements.

The band had its annual 
home show on October 26. 
A home show is when the 
band and color guard host 
a competition at their home 
field, with bands from across 
the state. 

The band’s competition 
circuit is run by the Musical 
Arts Conference. 

The band members cannot 
compete in their own home 
show but can compete in the 
exhibition, which is when they 
can’t place in the competition 
but can be judged. 

Some of the bands that 
joined them were Shelton High 
School, Case High School, 
Brookfield High School, and 
Bethel High School. 

“It was bittersweet 
performing for the last time on 
our home field because it was 
a fun time having all the bands 
at our school and making 
money to support the band,” 
senior Matt Tighe said. “On 
the other hand however, it was 
sad knowing four years of hard 
work and effort was finally 
coming to an end.”

The band performs during 
halftime at all of home football 
games along with the color 

guard.  They also play a short 
tune when the team scores 
a touchdown, and play the 
National Anthem before the 
game begins.  

The band also competed in 
championships on November 
9. Championships were 
held at Kennedy Stadium in 
Bridgeport. 

They placed fourth with 
a score of 89.5. This score 
showed that they improved 
greatly since the beginning of 
the year.  

“I think that we’ve 
improved considering we’ve 
had limited practice time this 
year,” sophomore Jake Fucci 
said. “We used what we had 
and worked as hard as we 
could to have a great season.” 

Being in the band takes 
more then talent; it also takes 
strength, commitment and 
passion. Members must be 
willing to accept constructive 
criticism and use it to become 

better.
“Being in the band is a 

good experience, because you 
meet a lot of different people 
and make new friends,” Tighe 
said. “You take away a lot of 
life lessons and new skills 
from it.” 

Learning the basics of 
being in the marching band 
consist of learning how to 
play the instrument, reading 
sheet music, and learning how 
to march and keep time with 
the other members, all while 
having fun and passion for 
what’s going on.  

“It’s mainly about having 
fun with it but just being 
serious,” senior Chris Kovacs 
said. 

The past season the band 
had more of a chance to slow 
down and relax.

“We still did competitions 
but it was just for fun,” Kovacs 
said. “That’s what playing 
music should be.” 

Model U.N. Prepares For 
New York Conference

Carol Phillips
Staff Reporter

There is a new club in 
Jonathan Law High School 
this year called the Model U.N. 
Club.  

The club meets on Fridays 
in room 185.  

Ms. Burns, one of the 
advisors in the club, works 
along with the other advisor, 
Mr. Evanko, to organize the 
club and help find the country 
the club will research in the 
upcoming year.

“I think the students will 
benefit greatly from the club,” 
Burns said.  “Students will be 
able to use the info learned to 
tie together skills learned in 
school and apply them to real 
life applicable setting.”  

Burns first found out about 
the club as a college student 
when she took a political 
science class.  Finding that 
this was a great experience for 
her; she figured it would also 
be beneficial to have in our 
school.

 “Students with this interest 

will gravitate to others with 
these similar interests and 
would be a part of something,”  
Burns said.  

The club has gotten 
its country, Benin, and is 
starting to work on finding its 
committees so the club can 
learn more about the country.

The president, Soumya 
Kundu, is looking forward to 
starting something new this 
year.

 “There’s a strong interest 
in the members to be a part of 
this club.” Kundu said.

One of the main purposes 
of the club is to prepare for 
an annual U.N. convention in 
New York.  The convention is 
from March 5-8.

 “We want to be able to go 
to the conference and present 
ourselves and represent our 
country well,” vice president 
Ciara Hayden said.  

At the conference, the club 
will stimulate an actual U.N. 
conference by talking about 
current issues in different 
countries and ideas on how to 

better the problems.  Currently, 
the club is breaking apart 
into subcommittees and will 
research their issue, then the 
representatives will go and 
represent their country.

Members are looking 
forward to the year ahead.

“I want to learn more about 
the struggles of other countries 
and how we should overcome 
them,”  senior Michelle Novak 
says.   

Since the club is only open 
to juniors and seniors, many 
of its members found out from 
close peers about the club.  
The club is made up of about 
30 students who are ready 
to discover more about their 
chosen country.

Before the club gets 
to convention, however, 
the club needs to do some 
fundraising.  

“I’m looking forward to 
the trip in March.” junior 
Hayley Sanchez said.  “I’m 
also looking forward to the 
fundraiser opportunities to 
raise money to go on the trip.”

Senior Melissa Padilla acts out a scene in “A Christmas Carol.” 
(photo courtesy Catherine Rice)

Senior Matt Tighe performing band selections on the field. 
(photo courtesy Emily LaLuna)



Sonic Of CT 
Opens In Milford

Jesiree Carrera
Editor-In-Chief

Known for their roller-
skating carhops, fast and 
friendly service, and drive in, 
Sonic has spread its fast-food 
chain to Milford, Connecticut.

Its official opening was 
on October 30, even though 
the business had special days 
where people could come in 
and get a taste of the great 
food Sonic has to offer. With 
a busy opening week and 
hoards of people waiting in 
line for their service, Sonic 
had to quickly train their new 
employees while still living up 
to their standards of excellent 
customer service.

“Sonic isn’t just your local 
burger spot,” the Sonic of CT 
website reads. “[People can] 
choose from a menu that offers 
chicken, burgers, Coney Island 
Red Hots, wraps, Toaster 
sandwiches, breakfast burritos, 
tots, french fries, onion rings, 
Sonic Blasts, banana splits, and 
398,929 drink possibilities!”

Originally an Oklahoma 
fast-food chain, Sonic’s 
franchise has spread to over 
6,000 locations in 43 states. 
Before the franchise added 
Milford to its locations, there 
were two stores in Connecticut: 
Wallingford and Meriden.

“Milford’s [Sonic] opening 
is one that is long overdue,” 
said store manager Justin 
Thompson.

Sonic of CT Milford 
began their hiring period in 
July where applicants would 
fill out an application sheet 
and then meet with one of the 
management employees. They 
would be asked questions to 
determine if they were up to 
Sonic’s standards of fast and 
friendly customer service.

Originally, Sonic’s new 
location was rumored to 
replace the Krispy Kreme 
along the Boston Post Road, 
but due to a problem with 
building and agreement within 
corporate and the city, it’s 
location had to be changed.

Previously, Sonic had 
arranged to open during the 
first week of September, but 
due to construction and a few 
problems with the building 
permits from the city, the 
company had to continuously 
push back the opening day. 

Their newly-hired 
employees sat in on two 
orientations to learn about the 
company, the policies, and 
the conduct. They eventually 
received their uniforms and 
basic training for their starting 
stations.

The first official training 
day for all the employees 
began with their “Friends and 
Family” day where they sent 
out invitations to businesses 

around their area and a few 
people close to the company. 
They also held a “Facebook 
Fans” day which offered food 
at a 50 percent discount before 
their official opening day.

There have been a few 
complaints about the company 
with getting orders wrong 
within the first few days, but 
considering the fast paced 
training period that the 
employees received, it was 
understandable. The customers 
that did experience problems 
with their service got their 
proper orders and problems 
dealt with by a more adept 
A-Team member. 

Some A-Team members 
are still assisting with the new 
location, but since the new 
staff has learned the basics for 
working the different stations 
at Sonic, a few have returned 
to their original stores.

Due to the many different 
options for customers to 
order, the company has also 
received high praise and return 
customers looking to try their 
different varieties. 

“I honestly come back for 
their cherry limeades,” said 
senior Hope Cupole.

Sonic is still looking 
to improve its employees, 
however. It is still hiring new 
applicants who can handle the 
quick training and multitasking 
required of their employees.

Sonic will continue to live 
up to their standard of great 
service and food as more time 
goes by. 

On the busy Post Road, 
taking the place of Arby’s, 
Sonic’s company will have to 
keep up with other companies 
like McDonald’s and Burger 
King, but once customers see 
the astounding difference in 
the quality of treatment and 
service, Sonic is expected to 
be able to change the public 
opinion about what fast-food 
truly should be.

“I think Sonic is a unique 
brand; a brand full of treasures 
that McDonald’s and Burger 
King can’t match,” said 
Thompson. “From our carhops 
that deliver your food on 
skates to the stalls where cars 
are able to pull up and have 
their own menu boards, Sonic 
has elements that can’t be 
matched.”

Sonic’s company plans 
to expand further in the 
state of Connecticut, with 
the next possible opening in 
New Britain amd continue 
to enlarge the corporation. It 
hopes to spread the franchise 
further throughout the state 
to improve the standards and 
qualities of fast-food around 
the state.

(Some information courtesy 
SonicOfCT.com)

Darby Hudd
Staff Reporter 

Jonathan Law’s junior class 
has started fundraising for their 
prom.

Held on November 3, the 
first ever Fall Festival took 
place on Law’s track.

“The previous junior 
officers came up with the idea 
of the Fall Festival,” Senator 
Kelsey Kopazna said. “We 
knew we had no fundraisers 
for the fall so we decided to go 
for it.”

The festival offered 
many activities for kids, like 
pumpkin painting, turkey hat 
making, bobbing for apples 
and a moon bounce. 

There was also a big 
selection at the concession 
stand which offered fried 
Oreos, fried dough, cotton 
candy, and popcorn.

“My favorite parts of the 
fall festival were the apple 
cider and the three legged 
race,” sophomore Sabrina 
Mrini said.

Senior Mariah Hanania 
also sang a few songs.

“Sofya Calvin, the junior 
class president, asked me to 
sing at the festival since she 
was in charge of putting stuff 
together,” Hanania said.

Hanania was excited but 
nervous to sing. Offered this 
great opportunity, she thought 
it would be fun.

“I’m actually really shy so 

I never thought I’d be able to 
sing in front of people,” said 
Hanania. “I sang in front of my 
school in eighth grade but that 
was pretty much it.”

Even though it was cold, 
Hanania explained that singing 
in front of everyone was fairly 
exciting and that the festival 
was fun.

“My favorite parts were the 
fried Oreos, Mariah singing, 
and the pie eating contest, 
which were all really big hits,” 
said Kopazna 

The festival also had 
many volunteers from Law’s 
Key Club and Interact Club. 
Volunteers helped in the 
kitchen and around the event.

“It was nice to have help 
from other students, not just 
the junior class officers,” 
said junior class advisor Ms. 

Burns.
Burns, with the help of the 

officers, organized the festival.
“I helped with contest 

and collecting entrance fees,” 
Senator Nina Martinez said. 
“I’m hoping next year we can 
have another festival but this 
time it’ll be more organized so 
more people know about it.”

All the money raised goes 
to help fund the prom.

“I think it went really well 
for it being the first year,” 
Burns said.

The junior class is holding 
more events to help fundraise 
for their prom. 

“We’re working on events 
closer to prom in the spring 
time,” said Burns. “We’re 
building on the events we had 
last year like the Fashion Show 
and Movie Night.”
 

Debate Club Trades Opinions 
On Many Controversial Issues

Colleen Bogucki
Staff Reporter

The Jonathan Law 
Debate Club begins its third 
consecutive year with the help 
of Ms. Mannion and Mr. 
Evanko.

The club meets every 
Monday at 2:15 p.m. in Room 
187 to argue society’s most 
pressing issues under the 
leadership of junior president 
Josh Weizel.

“We want the Debate Club 
to be there for the students that 
maybe do not have other sports 
or clubs,” said Mannion. “We 
understand that some students 
are just too busy with other 
activities.”

The week before each 
meeting, the students choose 
a topic to research and debate. 

“We like having students 
research both sides of an 
issue, and often have students 
argue sides of issues that they 
disagree with,” said Evanko. 
“It helps them foster empathy 
among students for viewpoints 
that they may not agree with.”

The debate starts with six 
minutes for one side to make 
their point and then three 
minutes for the other side to 
refute.  They continue debating 
until everyone has spoken and 
made their points.

At the end of the meeting, 
members of the club talk 
about what good points were 
made and discuss if anybody 
changed their views at all.  

The leaders find it very 
important that the students 
chose the topic to debate. 

“The club is not about us,” 
Mannion said. “Kids have 
much more fun debating issues 
that they are interested in and 
that is what the club is all 
about.”

So far they have debated 
the legalization of marijuana, 
Obamacare, standardized test 
scores, and the NSA. They hope 
to soon discuss topicssuch as 
capital punishment and drone 
warfare.

Mannion and Evanko also 
want to someday travel and 
debate another school like 

Foran, but currently they are 
just too small. 

The biggest struggle for 
the team seems to recruitment. 
Since many kids are busy, the 
Debate Club has been having 
trouble keeping members. 

“I love the debate club 
because I learn the skills to 
properly argue and I can use 
skills like that for the rest 
of my life,” senior Frank 
Musante said.

The club is always looking 
for new participants. As of 
now they have about 10 people 
coming every week. 

“It’s a great experience 
because it exposes students to 
a variety of perspectives that 
they otherwise may not have 
encountered or considered” 
Evanko said.

Members of the team say 
they enjoy the uniqueness of 
it. 

“I would like as many kids 
as possible to join,” Weizel 
said. “If you enjoy politics and 
debating, it’s an exciting and 
rewarding experience.”

Junior Class Holds First 
‘Fall Festival’ Event 

             Page 6 NEWS November 2013THE ADVOCATE Jonathan Law HS

Junior Nina Martinez competes in the pie eating contest.
(photo courtesy Darby Hudd)
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Interact Club Hosts Pumpkin Carving Contest
Kayla Patrick
Staff Reporter

Starting off a great school 
year with a lot of fall like 
volunteering, Jonathan Law’s 
Interact Club continues their 
hard work.

The club has been 
creative this past month in 
their activities, due to the 
excitement of fall. Their events 
have included the Wizards 
basketball game at Law, 
Octoberfest in Milford Center, 
Spooktacular at Beardsley 
Zoo, Fall Festival at Law, and 
ta Pumpkin Carving Contest at 
Law.

They are now looking 
forward to their winter 
activities.

“We are looking forward 
to doing the Christmas tree 
lighting, and the Senior Prom 
at the Carriage Green Senior 
Center,” advisor Mrs. Lindsay 
said. 

In an effort to excite the 
school for Halloween, Interact 
hosted Law’s Pumpkin Carving 
Contest late last month. Law 
has done this contest for the 
past two years.

“I think the Pumpkin 
Carving Contest went well,” 
Lindsay said. “I wish more had 
participated knowing all the 
artistic students at Law.” 

Law’s top three pumpkins 
were first place winner, junior 
Darby Hudd, with her Minion 
pumpkin, second place winner, 

senior Ryan Siddall, with his 
puking pumpkin, and third 
place winner, junior Emily 
LaLuna, with her skull 
pumpkin.

First prize was a free 
yearbook, second prize was 
two tickets to Homecoming, 
and third prize was two 
tickets to the Law vs. Foran 
Thanksgiving Day football 

game. 
“I was scared of the 

competition because all of the 
pumpkins in the contest were 
carved,” Hudd said. “I was 
nervous that people wouldn’t 
vote for mine because it was 
the only pumpkin in the contest 
that was not carved.”

Interact sold the canvas 
pumpkins to their students 

for $5. After being carved, 
and handed in the pumpkins 
were on display in the hall for 
voting. 

“I saw the pumpkins in the 
hall, and voted for the Eagle 
Eye News pumpkin.” freshman 
Jocelyn Peters said. 

Law’s pumpkin winners 
were decided by students. 
Students voted throughout the 

day for their favorite pumpkin. 
“I enjoyed the student’s 

participation in the contest,” 
LaLuna said. “Although a lot 
didn’t participate, many still 
voted.”

This fall, Interact also 
volunteered at a mini golf 
tournament, selling glow sticks 
at the first Law home football 
game, and did a lot of volunteer 
work with the Devon Rotary. 
Interact was hard at work this 
fall with many events at Law 
and throughout Milford. Club 
members work for volunteer 
hours, to raise money to 
donate to various causes, and 
to raise money for their own 
account. 

Darby Hudd’s first-place pumpkin sits on display. (photo courtesy Kayla Patrick)

Law’s top three 
pumpkins were first 

place winner, 
junior Darby Hudd, 

with her Minion 
pumpkin, second 

place winner, senior 
Ryan Siddall, with 

his puking pumpkin, 
and third place 
winner, junior 

Emily LaLuna, with 
her skull pumpkin.
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French Club Ready For Fun-Filled Year
Laura Gonzalez
Staff Reporter

Bonbons, French accents, 
and a great teacher are the 
main components for Law’s 
French Club. 

French Club is open to 
all students, not just French 
students.

The club is run by one of 
Law’s French teachers, Mrs. 
Almonte. The club has various 
activities for students to enjoy. 

Meetings are held every 
other Tuesday in the French 
room, 224, right after school 
until about 3 p.m.

Almonte is hoping to get 
more members to participate 
in the club and broaden the 
French culture throughout the 
school.

“I think a lot more students 
are interested this year in 
French Club, than last year,” 
said Almonte. 

For previous members, one 
of the club’s most anticipated 
events is their visit to the Hill 
Stead Museum. 

The club wasn’t able to 
rally enough people for the 
trip last year but Almonte 
and French club members are 
hoping to change that for this 
coming year. 

 The museum is a mansion 

in Farmington, built a by a 
woman named Theodate Pope 
Riddle in 1920. 

Students get to tour the 
house and see original paintings 
from French painters such as 
Monet and Degas. They also 
get enjoy a French lunch in the 

mansion’s makeshift theater, 
and a session of en plein air, 
painting out in the open, in the 
house’s sunken garden. 

“We are very excited about 
that,” said senior Jesiree 
Carrera. “I went when I was a 
sophomore and I loved seeing 

the paintings of actual French 
famous painters, especially 
since they cannot be seen 
anywhere else.”

Carrera said she was also 
excited for the club’s bonbon 
sale, especially since they were 
unable to do it last year due to 

the candy ban. The bonbon 
sale has been big around the 
school in past years because of 
its delicious chocolate goodies. 

The funds from the sale 
will go towards the club’s 
annual T-shirts.

Other activities the club 
involves are club meeting 
where they watch French 
films. They also enjoy videos 
that simulate a visit to one of 
the many French-speaking 
countries around the world, 
like Morocco and Senegal. 

Almonte seeks to show 
students that French isn’t just 
used in Canada and France but 
many other places - 35 other 
countries to be exact. 

She is hoping to get some 
speakers to come and talk to 
the students and enlighten 
them a bit more on French 
culture and language. 

Sophomore Camila 
Araujo said she joined the 
club last year because of Mrs. 
Almonte and because she was 
excited about all the activities 
the club had. She was not 
disappointed.

“It was really fun,” she 
said. 

Araujo said that she is 
anxious to see what this year 
will bring for French club. 

The French Club enjoys Ferrero Rochers during Common Time. (photo courtesy Laura Gonzalez)



             Page 9ENTERTAINMENTNovember 2013 THE ADVOCATE Jonathan Law HS

Ryan Axtell
Staff Reporter
     One of America’s favorite 
rock bands, Pearl Jam, has made 
another splash in the rock music 
scene with their newest album 
“Lightning Bolt”. The band, 
made up of five members and 
led by vocalist and guitarist 
Eddie Vedder, released the 
album on October 15 and is the 
band’s first studio album since 
their 2009 album “Backspacer”.
     Lightning Bolt features 12 
songs, all written by Vedder. 
Each song flows nicely into the 
next and each has a great mix of 
fast and slow sections, keeping 
the album as a whole very fresh. 
The fresh sound is impressive 
considering the band is over 22 
years old yet still finds a way to 
keep things new and exciting. 
Although the album is by no 
means a masterpiece, everyone-
Pearl Jam fan or not-can find 
something enjoyable within it 
and it is a welcomed addition to 
Pearl Jam’s discography.
     The album starts off fast with 
the song “Getaway” which sets 
the tone for the next song, “Mind 
Your Manners”. On a side note, 
“Mind Your Manners”, the 
shortest and fastest song on 
the album, was the first single 
released from the album and 
was the first look listeners got 
of the album. After yet another 
fast paced song called “My 

Father’s Son” comes “Sirens”, 
one of the highlights from the 
album and the second single 
released from it. It’s a simple 
love song with lyrics all about 
a lost love which differs nicely 
from the previous three tracks 
on the album. The remaining 
eight tracks on the album are 
all very average. Songs like 
“Let The Records Play” and 
“Swallowed Whole” highlight 
the rest of the album, all tied 
together with a slow song called 
“Future Days” which even 
features some piano.
     The first half of the album 
is very, very good. It has 
everything that rock fans 
crave, like great, fast opening 
songs like “Getaway” and some 
softer, yet meaningful songs 

Pearl Jam Returns In Style 
With ‘Lightning Bolt’

like “Sirens”. 
     On the other hand, the second 
half of the album is nothing 
extraordinary. While each song 
is very good in its own right, 
there really is not any one stand 
out song. Compared to other 
rock releases from this year 
like Queens of the Stone Age’s 
“Like Clockwork,” “Lightning 
Bolt” matches up nicely. There 
really is not a low point on the 
album, only high points.
     Overall, rock fans will 
absolutely enjoy this album and 
just about anyone will be able 
to find something they like from 
it. Whether it’s a slow song, fast 
song, or even guitar heavy song, 
“Lightning Bolt” has something 
for just about everyone.
     Rating: 4 out of 5 stars

(photo courtesy billboard.com)

Taylor Loughlin
Staff Reporter

Ella Yelich-O’Connor, 
better known as Lorde, is the 
new pop sensation of 2013. 
She has proven that she has 
what it takes in the business 
with multiple songs making the 
Top 100 chart, including her hit 
single “Royals.” 

She’s quickly gained a huge 
fan base and she’s only 17. 
She’s the first New Zealand solo 
artist to have had a number one 
song in America. 

Her debut album, “Pure 
Heroine,” seems so well-written 
for a girl who is only 17. Her 
song “Royals”  has more 
outstanding reviews than Lana 
Del Rey’s whole album. This is 
Lorde’s first album she has ever 
written and the feedback she’s 
getting on it is incredible. 

Her song “Royals” is about  
people knowing their roots and 
not caring about the millions 
of dollars they don’t have. She 
sings, “Jet planes, islands, tigers 
on a gold leash”- she knows 
what she’s aiming for in life. 

Lorde’s low-pitch, husky 
voice may not strike a chord 

with people at first. By looking 
at her, listeners probably think 
she is going to sound like Lana 
Del Rey or Amy Winehouse. 

Her song “Tennis Courts” 
is about a typical teenager’s 
thoughts going through high 
school and all of the stereotypes 
that go along with it. She sings, 
“Baby, be the class clown. I’ll 
be the beauty queen in tears. 
It’s a new art form showing 
people how little we care. We’re 
so happy even though we’re 
smiling out of fear.”

Her fourth song on the 
album is “Ribs.” It has a stand-
up-and-dance beat to it that 
people want to listen to over 

and over again. She sings, “This 
dream isn’t feeling sweet. We’re 
reeling through the midnight 
streets. And I’ve never felt more 
alone, it feels so scary getting 
old.” Lorde understands the 
pressures of getting older as 
do most teenagers. She’s afraid 
which is completely normal. 

Lorde is the youngest person 
to land atop the Billboard charts 
in 26 years, pushing Miley 
Cyrus and Katy Perry into 
second and third place. 

Her album title, “Pure 
Heroine,” is not about drugs as 
some people may presume. It is 
actually about the fact that she 
is a woman and apparently very 
feminist and very proud. 

Lorde has argued with 
Selena Gomez about her song 
“Come and Get It.” Lorde 
thinks it’s anti-feminism and 
she’s “sick of women being 
portrayed this way.” 

Overall, the album was 
amazing. Everybody should 
listen to Lorde because she’s 
knows what she wants and she’s 
not going anywhere anytime 
soon.

Rating: 5 out of 5 stars

Lorde Bursts Onto Music 
Scene With ‘Royal’ Album 

Lorde’s song 
“Royals” is about  
people knowing 

their roots and not 
caring about the 

millions of dollars 
they don’t have.

(photo courtesy ohsofreshmusic.com)

Ismar Junuzovic
Staff Reporter

The self-proclaimed “God 
of Rap” has returned. Eminem 
has released his eighth studio 
album and is ready to leave 
a mark before he leaves his 
remarkable music career 
behind. His new album “The 
Marshall Mathers LP 2” is a 
sequel to his first studio album 
released in 2000 of the same 
name. The original “Marshall 
Mathers LP” is proclaimed as 
one of the greatest rap albums 
of all time. Along with other 
successful albums it has helped 
Eminem become the best-
selling musician of the 21st 
century.

This album will mark the 
rapper’s farewell to music. 
While the album may not live 
to the greatness of the first 
“Marshall Mathers LP” this 
album sure does amaze.

E m i n e m  d e l i v e r s  a n 
incredible album that any fan 
or casual listener will enjoy. 
It features 16 tracks produced 
by Rick Rubin who gives a 
nostalgic as well as rock feel to 
the album which is definitely a 
great addition.

The album is definitely well 
crafted with a suspected high 
production value Eminem is 
able to have songs with many 
well-known artists such as 
Rihanna and Kendrick Lamar.

While the album is able to 
succeed for various reasons, 
there are some unfortunate 
missteps. Certain tracks feel 
very generic and contradict the 
idea of the album like the track 
“Survival” which feels very 
out of place and adds nothing 
to the album. 

Lyrics that seem to have 
no reasoning or any personal 
message as his other songs do. 

The song is a definite low point 
for the album. As the album is 
a sequel to his original LP, the 
album features many comical 
tracks that will have anyone 
laugh.

Definite high points of the 
album are the tracks “Bad 
Guy” and “So Far…” where he 
continues story lines of his old 
songs like “Stan.” They truly 
show his ability to tell stories 
through his music.

The track “Berzerk” is more 
of a light-hearted approach 
with a very catchy beat and 
simple, playful rhymes to show 
respect to older rappers like 
“The Beastie Boys”.

Then the very next track, 
“Rap God,’ is much more self-
aware and with very impressive 
rhyme scheme. Eminem is able 
to say 100 words in 15 seconds.

The track takes a more 
serious tone where he discusses 
how offensive his music may 
have been and how he feels 
about being blamed for being 
too immature or violent.

One of the last songs on 
the album, “Love Game,” 
was one that was anticipated 
by many fans when it was 
announced that Kendrick Lamar 
would be featured on the song 
as well. Unfortunately, that 
track is among the bigger 
disappointments of the album. 
It’s a silly song that doesn’t take 
advantage of the talent that the 
two rappers possess.  

The album is good, but 
some unfortunate missteps 
prevent it from reaching the 
height of some of Eminem’s 
older albums.

Any fan of rap will enjoy 
this album; while it doesn’t 
reach greatness it does come 
close.

Rating: 4 out of 5 stars 

Eminem Delivers 
On New Album
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Michael Vaccaro
Entertainment Editor
@mikevaccar0

On August 24, 2010, Katy 
Perry released her second 
album, “Teenage Dream”. 
Three years later, Perry returns 
with her brand new album, 
“Prism.” The album peaked in 
the top 10 in 25 countries and 
the lead single, “Roar,” was 
number one on the charts in 
eight countries.

Overall, “Prism”, is a 
fantastic album. Perry has 
expanded her songwriting 
ability since the last album 
with drawing inspiration from 
Swedish dance music. 

The lead song on the 
album, “Roar” is an upbeat 
and catchy song that can cheer 
up anyone who is down. This 
is expressed in the lyrics, “You 
held me down/But I got up/ 
Already brushing off the dust.” 
Perry does a great job singing 
in the song, especially near the 
end when the song gets really 
slow and Perry starts to build 
up her voice then exploding 

Katy Perry Stuns With New Album,’Prism’

into the lyric, “I’ve got the eye 
of the tiger.”

Another phenomenal song 
on the album is “Legendary 
Lovers”. The song sounds 
like a tribal Indian song with 
the use of a sitar and many 
different percussion tracks. 
The instrumentation is really 
great and sounds like an old 

psychedelic song from the 60’s, 
but Perry puts her own twist on 
it with her singing.

The song, “Birthday”, is 
one of the best songs on the 
album. It sounds like an old 
disco-pop song that Michael 
Jackson would sing. The chorus 
is upbeat and catchy with Perry 
singing the lyrics, “But when 

you’re with me/I’ll give you a 
taste/Make it like your birthday 
everyday/I know you like it 
sweet/So you can have your 
cake/Give you something good 
to celebrate.”

The song, “Dark Horse,” 
features Juicy J. who raps on 
it. Perry works well with the 
chorus of the song by singing to 

the beat of the drums that play 
during it. The song is somewhat 
dark and mysterious but still 
remains to be poppy like the 
song, ”E.T.” from “Teenage 
Dream”.

W h i l e  “ P r i s m ”  i s  a 
phenomenal album, it does not 
compare to “Teenage Dream” 
at all. The first five songs on 
“Teenage Dream” were all 
hits and are still played on the    
radio. 

The first couple of songs 
on “Prism” don’t have the 
same “Teenage Dream”-era pop 
sound so fans of that album may 
have to adjust to the new sound 
that Perry has on this album.

Overall, “Prism” is a great 
pop album and is a big step 
forward for Perry. “Prism” 
shows that Perry has gotten 
better at writing lyrics and 
songs since her last album. 
Every song could be a hit with 
how poppy they sound and 
they show that Perry had many 
different inspirations while 
writing them.

Rating: 5 out of 5 stars

(photo courtesy walllike.com)

Frank Musante
Staff Reporter

Guns  N’ Roses  i s  an 
American hard rock band 
that formed in Los Angeles, 
California, in 1985.The band 
has released six studio albums 
to date, accumulating sales of 
more than 100 million records 
worldwide, including shipments 
of 45 million in the United 
States, making them one of the 
world’s best-selling bands of 
all time.

Axl Rose was the only 
original member left after the 
departure of Slash, Duff, Gilby 
and Matt. 

In 2008, fans heard the 
release of the long awaited 
Guns N’ Roses album “Chinese 
Democracy.”

The album starts off with 
background noises and a clean 
guitar riff which goes into a 
basic four-chord riff that is 
heavy and leads to the anger 
and the intensity of the song.  
The song has the anger that 
Guns N’ Roses fans heard on 
the “Appetite for Destruction” 
album. 

The music style changes 
throughout the album. Listeners 
can hear blues, industrial metal, 
hard rock and heavy metal.If 
someone took “Appetite For 
destruction” and “Use Your 
Illusion” and mixed them in 
a blender the fans would get 
“Chinese Democracy.”

On the title track, Rose 
sings, “Cause it would take a 
lot more hate than you. To win 
the fascination. Even with an 
iron fist. All they got to rule the 

nation. But all I got is precious 
time.” 

On “Shacklers Revenge”  he 
sings, “I got a wicked demon. 
His hunger never fades. I got an 
empty feelin. I won’t be home 
today.” “Raid N’ The Bedouins” 
hs the anger that listerners 
would hear on “Appetite for 
Destruction.”

S o n g s  l i k e  “ I . R . S . ” , 
“Better”, “Street of Dream”, 
and “This I Love” and “Sorry” 
sound like songs that are from 
the “Use Your Illusion” albums. 

The album strong points are 
in the amazing singing done 
by Axl Rose. The screams and 
anger that the fans have heard 
on the previous Guns N’ Roses 
albums are all captured on this 
album. He sings the songs with 
passion and emotion. Ron Thal 
brings clean tones with a mix of 
metal and blues that fit the songs 
on the album perfectly. 

Songs l ike “Street  Of 
Dreams” and “This I Love” 
sound like their other great 
ballads with Axl on the piano. 

Overall, “Chinese Dem-
ocracy” is one of the best rock 
albums to come out in the 21st 
century. The album is what Axl 
always wanted to make and 
will let fans know that Guns N’ 
Roses is still a major force in the 
rock and music world. 

Rating 5 out of 5 stars

‘Chinese Democracy’ 
Album Still A Classic

“Chinese Democracy” 
is one of the best rock 
albums to come out in 

the 21st century.

Michaela Pounds
Staff Reporter

A true story has now been 
made into an exceptional movie 
called “Captain Phillips.” 

The movie, which came out 
on October 11, features  many 
profound actors, including Tom 
Hanks .The movie is based on a 
true story from 2009 in which 
pirates from Somalia hijacked 
the U.S. container ship Maersk 
Alabama. 

In the movie, Captain 
Phillips is taken hostage by the 
pirates, and fights for his life. 
The remarkable story is shown 
with great effects in the theater. 

Captain Phillips is in charge 
of a major ship that is on its way 
to Mombasa. He is aware that 
the waters the crew will have to 
face are pirate infested waters. 
The crew trains and learns what 
measures they need to take 
if pirates do attack.  After all 
this, they are faced with actual 
pirates. 

The pirates from Somalia 
are able to attach a ladder to the 
ship and board it. They end up 
taking Captain Phillips hostage 
from the ship including the 
$30,000 they were able to take 
from the ship’s safe. 

The quest ion is :  Wil l 
Captain Phillips be rescued or 
will this story end in a tragedy? 

The movie is action-packed, 
thrilling, and emotional all at 
once. Throughout the movie, 
many important messages 
come across. The pirates from 
Somalia have bosses, and they 
are forced to do the bad deeds 
that occur. It is not right in any 
shape or form that they are 

kidnapping and doing what 
they are doing, but it is sad. 
Grief is felt for the Africans 
and the fact that they are not 
given any of the opportunities to 
become something. In one of the 
strongest and most thoughtful 
points of the movie, Captain 
Phillips asks the lead pirate, 
Muse, why he is committing 
piracy, when there are other 
things that Muse could do for a 
living. Muse responds, “Maybe 
in America.”

Seeing Captain Phillips will 
make any viewer reflect about 
how lucky they are to live in 

a country full of opportunity. 
Richard Phillips, the person 
who all of this happened to, is a 
remarkable and strong man full 
of courage. 

One of the only weak points 
of “Captain Phillips” is the 
fact that the movie drags on at 
points. The movie is also not 
perfectly accurate, but most true 
story movies cannot always be 
made completely factual. 

“Captain Phillips” is a 
movie to go to the theater to 
view, that anyone will definitely 
not regret spending money on.
        Rating: 4 out of 5 stars

Action-Packed ‘Captain Phillips’ 
Stuns Audiences Worldwide

(photo courtesy scriptshadow.net)
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Hope Cupole
Staff Reporter

The action-packed movie 
“Enders Game” hit theaters on 
November 1. The movie mainly 
takes place in battle school 
where the main character, 
Ender Wiggin, trains to be a 
commander that will save the 
human race. The way the story 
was portrayed on the big screen 
seemed futuristic and was well- 
done.

Ender Wiggin is a young, 
strategically-thinking boy. He 
is sent off to battle school and 
soon masters every task that he 
is given. He is respected by his 
peers who now look up to him. 
Colonel Hyrum Graff promotes 
Ender to command school, 
seeing Ender as the person who 
can save the human race. While 
in command school, Mazer 
Rackham trains Ender and his 
team to defeat the alien race 
called the Formics. The Formics 
have posed a threat to Earth’s 
people for years. According to 
Colonel Hyrum Graff, they need 
to be eliminated and Ender is 
the most qualified commander 
to do so.  Will Ender save the 
human race?

This  movie  was  wel l 
portrayed and had many vivid 
graphics. Since the movie was 
based on the future, it had 
many futuristic objects such 
as a zero gravity room, human 
monitors, and electronic mind 
games. These objects were 
well-explained and pictured 
throughout the movie. Also, the 

acting was phenomenal. The 
main character, Ender Wiggin 
(played by Asa Butterfield), 
was so complex it was hard 
to believe a 16-year-old could 
express the feelings that 
Ender felt. Ender expressed 
violence, pain, empathy, hurt, 
and sympathy. Even though 
the character was complex, 
Butterfield pulled it off.

The only weak points of the 
movie were the action scenes. 
They were so intricate that they 
were hard to follow everything 
that was happening. 

For people who have read 
the book, the movie is basically 

the same. The book contains 
more detail; however the movie 
brings all of your imaginative 
interpretations of the book 
to life. The book was written 
beautifully and the movie was 
filmed creatively.

People who like action and 
sci-fi movies should go see 
“Ender’s Game”. If people 
aren’t into action packed movies 
with a bit of adventure, they 
might want to see a different 
film.  But for people who go see 
this movie, be prepared for a lot 
of plot twists because there are 
many throughout the film!

Rating: 4 out of 5 stars

Nicole Macchio
Staff Reporter

The critically-acclaimed 
movie “Carrie” has returned 
to the big screen. Based off 
the Stephen King version in 
1976, Chloë Grace Moretz 
plays Carrie White, a senior 
with a protective, religious 
mom played by Julianne 
Moore. Carrie realizes she has 
telekinetic power and when she 
gets pushed too far at her senior 
prom, she uses them to get her 
revenge.

The new rendition of the 
movie is an exact replica of 
the old movie. The plot line is 
limited, offering nothing new 
from the original film.  

Mortez, who plays Carrie 
,did a fantastic job playing a 
seemingly ordinary girl who 
suddenly snaps. The character 
she  p lays  i s  undeniably 
unchanged from both movies, 
but in this one, it is as though 
Carrie can be better understood. 
She is just an unfortunate girl 
with extreme power that she 
uses in a bad way. 

Mortez has starred in 
films such as “500 Days of 
Summer,” “Hugo,” and many 
other  b lockbuster  f i lms. 
Mortez played each character 
with  verve and her  own 
interpretation. In “Carrie” it 
was no different and the image 
of Carrie came alive again 
for the first time since 1976.                                                                                                                                            
     In the film, Ansel Elgort 
plays Tommy Ross, the leading 
male in the film. Throughout 
the film, Tommy is supposed 
to be the good guy and Elgort 
portrays this well. This is his 
very first major production and 
his portrayal of the old character 
is spot on. Although, there is no 
footage of his own to compare 
him too, he has been cast in 

many other big franchise films 
and a lot is expected of him.

The special effects in the 
film are not overpowering. In 
fact the industry itself has come 
a long way since the 70’s. Now 
the special effects that show 
Carrie using her powers of 
telekinesis are not so unrealistic 
but actually believable. Within 
the movie, only this aspect of 
the film needs special effects, 
and so they are not over used 
or impractical. 

One of the more memorable 
lines from the movie is, “Carrie 
had some sort of power. But 
she was just like me... like any 
of you, she had hopes, she had 
fears, but we pushed her. And 
you can only push someone so 
far before they break.” 

This is a memorable quote 
because it relates to a theme 
within the movie. It may be 
considered a horror film, but 
that’s not the main point. It 
is mostly about a girl who is 
bullied to a point where she 
can’t take it anymore, and this 
quote says that even though 
Carrie did do some terrible 
things, someone can only take 
so much pain before they have 
to release it. 

Rating: 3 out of 5 stars 

Haley McNulty
Staff Reporter

“Gravity,” starring Sandra 
Bullock and George Clooney, 
has touched the hearts of 
viewers with an epic tale of 
survival.

Dr. Ryan Stone (Sandra 
Bullock) is on her first mission 
is space with leader Matt 
Kowalsky (George Clooney). 
When an abrupt accident causes 
space debris to build, orbiting 
the Earth faster than a bullet, 
the two are found detached form 
their space shuttle, and drifting 
into the mere nothingness. 

With debris hitting them 
with greater force than a train 
every 90 minutes, the pair are 
thrown each time deeper into 
space, their oxygen levels low.

Following the survival tale 
of Dr. Ryan Stone, the doctor 
realizes she must float deeper 
into the darkness in order to 
be saved.

While the movie was truly 

touching, it felt as if half the 
time, Dr. Ryan Stone was 
thrashing around and gasping 
for breath.

Not only this,  but the 
scientist ran into so many 
bumps in the road it was hardly 
believable- ranging from the 
dangerous debris to no gas in 
what she thought was her only 
lifeline.

The movie itself seemed as 

if it had no past or back round 
of any of the characters - within 
the first 15 minutes of the movie 
viewers are launched into the 
plot. 

It isn’t until halfway through 
the movie do we really learn 
about protagonist Stone.

However, the graphics in 
the movie were stellar, with the 
destruction of a space base and a 
full view of a detaching shuttle 
to fully understand the scene. 

Zero-gravity was well 
captured in the film, as well as 
in-space fires, explosions, and 
even tears.

While a great watch and a 
fantastic idea of plot, the movie 
could get slow at times, like 
one scene where a scientist was 
moving from shuttle to shuttle.

“Gravity” is a multiple-
watch kind of movie, and 
is recommended due to the 
great graphics and very unique 
plotline.           

Rating: 4 out of 5 stars

‘Ender’s Game’ Novel 
Hits The Big Screen

(photo courtesy businessinsider.com)

(photo courtesy mubi.com)

‘Carrie’ Remake 
Scares Audiences

‘Gravity’ Full Of Amazing 
Special Effects, Plot Twists

With debris hitting 
the main charcters 
with greater force 
than a train every 

90 minutes, the pair 
are thrown each time 

deeper into space, 
their oxygen levels 

running low.

Based off the 
Stephen King 

version in 1976, 
Chloë Grace Moretz 
plays Carrie White, 

a senior with a 
protective, religious 

mom played by 
Julianne Moore.
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Michael Vaccaro
Entertainment Editor
@mikevaccar0

Yuck is an indie rock band 
that is from London, England. 
Despite the band name, their 
music is far from disgusting. 
Their first self-titled album was 
released in early 2011 and was 
a melancholic masterpiece with 
songs about wanting to get away 
from things and choreographing 
animals in the sea. 

Daniel Blumberg, the 
original lead vocalist and 
guitar player, left the band in 
2013 to work on his own band, 
Hebronix. Max Bloom then 
entered the band as the new 
vocalist and Yuck released 
their newest album, “Glow & 
Behold” a few months later. 

“Glow & Behold” is almost 
as good as Yuck’s first album. 
The opening song, “Sunrise 
In Maple Shade” is a slow 
instrumental piece that only 
features guitar, bass, keyboard, 
and horns. While it is a little 
slow and repetitive, it really 
sets up the sound for the rest of 
the album. 

“Out Of Time”, is the first 
real song on the album and 
Bloom really brings out his 
vocals to show that he can lead 
the band. The song itself is 
really mellow yet manages to 
really hit the listener hard with 
distorted guitars playing during 
the chorus.

One of the best songs on 
the album is “Lose My Breath”. 

The song is very deep and 
melancholic especially in the 
lyrics during the chorus. “Over 
the hillside/ Out in the water/ 
I’ll be over the hillside/ Out 
there with you”. The lyrics 
provide a sense of nostalgia that 
one would experience as a child 
playing with their friends.

“Middle Sea” is a pumping 
song that has an energetic 
drumbeat over distorted guitar 
rhythms. The lyrics of the 
song represent being impatient 
and just wanting to be with 
someone. “I don’t want to wait 
forever/ I don’t want to wait/ I 
want you now”.

While most of the songs 
are amazing, some just don’t 
seem to belong or fit well on 
the album. The song “Memorial 
Fields” is a slow and depressing 

song that is right between “Lose 
My Breath” and “Middle Sea”, 
two of the most energetic songs 
on the album.

The end song, “Glow And 
Behold” is a six minute ballad 
that just kind of drags on and 
goes nowhere. The last two 
minutes of the song is the same 
guitar riff played over and over 
again which just gets annoying. 

“Glow & Behold” is a 
fantastic album despite the 
little upsets it has. Max Bloom 
perfectly fills in the hold that 
Daniel Blumberg left. While 
the album is not as poppy and 
lo-fi like the first album, it is a 
very relaxing album and has 
songs that are perfect to listen 
to while hiking in the woods or 
while sitting by a lake. 

Rating: 4.5 out of 5 stars

Yuck Returns With New 
Singer On ‘Glow & Behold’

(photo courtesy bowerypresents.com)

Megan Fitzsimons
Columns Editor
@meganfitzsimons

The annual “Pretty Little 
Liars” Halloween special was 
not so special this year. 

The episode decided to set 
aside spilling all the secrets they 
could fit into a single episode. 
Instead it was introducing the 
new series “Ravenswood.” 

“PLL” is expected to be 
drama filled and suspenseful. 
Well we did not get this from the 
Halloween special considering 
they spent half of the show 
on a bus with Caleb and new 
character Miranda. This had to 
relevance to what the girls, Aria, 
Hannah, Spencer, and Emily, 
were doing. 

The lairs accomplished 
nothing either. While running 
around the underneath streets 
of Ravenswood, their biggest 
accomplishment was finding a 
haunted mansion. 

Spencer did get close to 
finding out who the person 
in the gas mask was, but, as 
expected, she tragically got 
knocked out and missed her 
opportunity. It’s a good guess 
saying that Gas Mask was Ezra 
considering Spencer cut their 
hand and he suspiciously kept 
that hand in his pocket the 
whole time. Then again, maybe 
he thought keeping his hand in 
his pocket was making him a 
cool dude.

Ezra was meant to look like 
“A” in the season finally but the 
most we got from him in the 
Halloween episode was him in 
a gas mask costume (as well as 
plenty of other party guests) and 
being the liars chauffeur. 

Ezra being a creeper is 
nothing new to the show, so 

the big reveal was Alison 
confirming the thing that we all 
already knew: the absence of a 
body means “alive until proven 
otherwise.” The elaborate fake 
death of Ali’s, if viewers can 
believe everything as they saw 
it, is basically confirmed as a 
way to fool Ezra into believing 
she’s gone.

The girls know Allison is 
alive. There are no more fever 
dreams or smoke inhalation to 
blame it on. The secret is out 
that Ali is really truly alive. 

The search for Alison’s 
killer is over if there’s no actual 
killer. Now fans can focus on 
how she pulled the whole thing 
off. 

That being said, PLL did 
all that in 10 minutes. The rest 
of the episode was drilling into 
our heads that fans should stick 
around for Ravenswood. 

Next season should be 
interesting now that there 
is a whole new agenda on 
everyone’s mind: Will Ali go 
back to Rosewood and who is 
she hiding from?

Rating: 2.5 out of 5 stars

‘PLL’ Halloween 
Disappoints Viewers

Meaghan Sollitto
Columns Editor

“Survivor” is an intense 
compet i t ion  show about 
learning how to adapt in the 
wild. This season’s theme is 
“Blood vs. Water.” There are 
two tribes of nine people. One 
tribe is returning players and the 
other tribe is their loved ones. 

This is a new twist this 
season. Usually there is a 
challenge somewhat close to 
the end of the game where each 
person has a loved one who flies 
out to the island and competes 
with a player. Instead, the 
returning players are playing 
against their loved ones for the 
chance to be the sole survivor 
and win one million dollars. 

Returning player Monica 
Culpepper is playing with her 
husband, former NFL star Brad 
Culpepper.  

Brad has started to cause 
trouble over on his tribe of 
loved ones, which puts a target 
on Monica’s back.

Playing with loved ones 
isn’t as easy as some would 

have hoped. Instead of being 
focused on themselves they 
are worried about one another 
during the game. 

Another big factor is that 
anything that one person does 
on their tribe can affect their 
loved one on their tribe. This 
can potentially ruin ones’ entire 
game and strategy.

“Survivor” lasts 39 days. 
On day one, 18 castaways show 
up on an island to meet the 
host Jeff Probst. From there, 
they are split into two tribes. 
This season in particular splits 
them by returning players and 
loved ones. Probst then explains 
the game. Every three days, 
they compete in two different 
challenges. 

One challenge is a reward 

challenge where the winning 
tribe receives fishing gear or a 
picnic. The other challenge is 
the immunity challenge.

The immunity challenges 
are the most intense because if 
they win immunity they don’t 
have to go to tribal council. 

Tribal council is the most 
dreaded part of the show 
because the losing tribe has to 
vote out one of their members.
An extremely interesting twist 
of this season is Redemption 
Island. Redemption Island 
gives the people voted out a 
second chance.When voted out 
they get sent to the island and 
meet the two other previous 
castaways. The next day they 
compete against one another 
in a challenge.Eventually, the 
winner of the challenge gets a 
chance to get back into the quest 
for one million dollars. 

All of the twists and turns 
really gives the show intensity 
and gives the viewer a good idea 
of the toll the show takes on its 
contestants.

Rating: 5 out of 5 stars
 
 

‘Blood vs. Water’ Differs 
From Past ‘Survivor’ Seasons

(photo courtesy mysociallist.com)
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Next season of 
“Pretty Little Liars” 
should be interesting 
now that there is a 
whole new agenda 

on everyone’s mind: 
Will Ali go back to 

Rosewood and, 
more importantly,  

who is she 
hiding from?
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Matthew Tighe
Staff Reporter

After the release of his 
2011 self-titled EP, the sharply- 
dressed King Krule takes the 
throne with his new album 
entitled 6 Feet Beneath the 
Moon. 19-year-old Londoner 
Archie Marshall, who was 
formerly known as Zoo Kid, 
has manned up making a huge 
statement with his newest 
release. The album, “6 Feet 
Beneath the Moon,” has brought 
a much positive outcome on the 
young artist, and has led to 
performances on famous talk 
shows such as David Letterman 
and Conan O’Brien. The King 
also plans to spread his music 
throughout the U.S., as he is 
currently touring, and plans to 
play at the Space in Hamden, 
Connecticut on December 3. 

King Krule’s album features 
the deep-voiced ginger teen 
performing a mix of jazzy 
punk with influences of soul 
and blues. He demonstrates an 
amazingly mature and baritone 
voice with a highly unique 
style of writing, incorporating 
elements from several genres 
of music and styles all crafted 
together to form songs that are 
simply incomparable to other 
musicians or other albums. 
The album is 52 minutes and 
16 seconds of jazzy guitar 
with light reverb and a mix of 
heavy drum beats, all of which 
blending beautifully with the 

deep shouts and mysteriously 
diverse reverbed vocal rhythms 
of the young musician. He 
incorporates instruments such 
as synthesizers in several of his 
songs to add to the eerie vocals 
and heavy bass lines, and even 
branches out by adding brass 
instruments such as blaring 
trombones and trumpets with 
a catchy saxophone solo. 
This solo recently amazed the 
audience live on the Conan 
O’Brien show on November 4.

King Krule’s album includes 
lyrical themes such as the 

feelings of isolation, nostalgia, 
depression, angst, and the 
feeling of being trapped. These 
all contribute to the overall 
listener-to-artist connection 
that is made while listening to 
this album. These feelings are 
clearly conveyed using crafty 
metaphors such as the metaphor 
used to describe King Krule’s 
feelings of hopelessness in 
the song entitled, “Ceiling,” in 
which he sings, “Maybe I was 
found just bathed in doubt”. 
Other lyrics suggesting feelings 
of despair are in songs such as 

Has This Hit with the lyrics, 
“I know when I look up into 
the sky there is no meaning,” 
and the lyrics sung in the song 
A Lizard State. Some lyrics in 
this song include, “Baby what 
am I to do? I’ve given up on 
loving you.” 

Although these lyrics easily 
convey the point that King 
Krule is trying to get across, 
he demonstrates his more 
artistic side of writing with 
lyrics in the song Out Getting 
Ribs, which was his first debut 
single back in 2010, when he 

was still known as Zoo Kid. 
This groundbreaking song was 
originally recorded in Archie’s 
home, but was re-recorded for 
the album, proving his growth 
as a musician since the original 
release at the young age of 16. 
The lyrics written at the young 
age read, “Lay me out across 
the grey, hours I should have 
kept at bay. I had no chance 
to get away. I can’t escape my 
own escape, even more when 
it’s sweet to the taste.” These 
tastefully written lyrics provide 
listeners with a more in depth 
view on Archie Marshall’s 
writing skills.

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  a 
consistent theme with many 
of the songs, and some might 
say that the album seems to be 
boring or repetitive, the album 
as a whole is a masterpiece. 
All of the songs work well 
with each other, and almost 
paint a picture of the artist’s 
life, which stands in between 
teenage and adulthood, creating 
an appealing topic for listeners 
of various ages. At this point in 
his career, King Krule can only 
better himself as a musician 
and create more of his elegant 
music.

This album is definitely 
worth buying. It will show true 
artistic ability and an unheard 
type of music that can only 
be labeled as one genre; King 
Krule. 

Rating: 4.5 out of 5 stars

(photo by Jamie James Medina)

King Krule Quickly Makes Name For Himself

Ben Buczek
Entertainment Editor
@benbuczek

Imagine a hot summer day 
in Southern California with your 
feet in the sand and nothing but 
your feelings on your mind.

This is the best way to 
describe indie rock band Best 
Coast’s sound and their new EP 
“Fade Away”. 

Best Coast formed in Los 
Angeles, California in 2009. 
The band’s main members are 
guitarist and vocalist Bethany 
Cosentino and guitarist Bobb 
Bruno. Cosentino was a former 
child actress and started writing 
music in her teen years. After 
leaving college in New York 
City, she returned to the West 
Coast and started writing music 
again. She met Bruno in the 
Los Angeles music scene and 
started to record demos with 
him on cassette tapes. 

The band’s last album “The 
Only Place,” released last year, 
was very weak compared to 
their other work like “Crazy 
For You”. Their new EP brings 
back the classic puppy love 
sound from the ‘60’s that they 
are well known for doing. The 
songs on the EP have more of a 
pop sound than other lo-fi songs 

they have put out.
Best Coast seems to be 

virtuosos when it comes to 
EP’s. “Make You Mine” and 
“Something in the Way” were 
work they did in the past that 
had some of their best songs. 
Unlike these EP’s, “Fade Away” 
isn’t lo-fi and has more songs 
on it.

On songs like “This Lonely 
Morning” and “I Don’t Know 
How,” the vocals are very 
hypnotizing while the guitar 
tracks are simple, but such a 
good fit to the beat. The best 
songs on the EP have to be 
“I Wanna Know” and “Who 
Have I Become?” These songs 
really bring back the greatness 
this band can offer to listeners. 

Their catchy choruses can hook 
anyone who loves the simple 
aspects of pop music because 
Best Coast perfects it here.

The weaker songs on the EP 
have to be “Baby I’m Crying” 
and “Fade Away”. These songs 
just don’t have a kick like the 
rest of them do, but not the 
worst material they’ve put out. 

Overall, this EP is very 
impressive and is easily the best 
one the indie duo has written. 
It’s very fun to listen to and 
people can enjoy it without 
forcing it on them. Hopefully 
when the band releases their 
next full length album in a year 
it won’t be a bust like the last 
one. 

Rating: 4 out of 5 stars

Best Coast Perfects Puppy Love 
Sound On Latest EP ‘Fade Away’

(photo courtesy nme.com)
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Emma Grace
Staff Reporter

Pentatonix is a versatile 
group of acapella singers who 
are making it big in the music 
industry. 

The group consists of Scott 
Hoying, Mitch Grassi, Kirstie 
Maldonado, Avi Kapalan, and 
Kevin Olusola. 

Scott, Mitch, and Kirstie 
were lifelong friends and then 
met Avi and Kevin while they 
were forming the group. They 
needed a bassist and beatboxer 
and they then found Kevin and 
Avi.

They first got their start as 
a group on the hit NBC show 
“The Sing-Off” and then went 
on to win the whole entire show 
along with a contract with Sony. 
They have also become famous 
on YouTube. 

They recently did a video 
of all of Beyoncé’s hit singles 
called “Evolution Of Beyonce.” 
They mave also covered 
Macklemore, Lorde, and Bruno 
Mars. 

Pentatonix released their 
most recent album, “PTX Vol. 
II,” on November 5. In the 
album they cover many songs. 
One song is a mash-up of “Hey 

Momma” and “Hit The Road 
Jack.” Some other covers on 
the album are “Can’t Hold 
Us,” “Natural Disaster,” “Get 
Lucky,” and “I Need Your 
Love.” 

On this album, the group 
brings out their talent and 
reminds people of how different 
they are. 

On “Can’t Hold Us” by 
Macklemore, the group went 
with the song and the rap but 
was sure to make it their own.

With “ Get Lucky” by Daft 
Punk, they  didn’t make changes 
to the lyrics, which would have 
been a cool thing  to do, but they 
still made it their own by having 
Kevin make the beats being all 
acapella. 

On their mash-up of “Hey 
Momma” and “Hit The Road 
Jack,” they made both songs 
sound up-to-date and fun.

Pentaonix also covered “We 
Are Young” by Fun. They made 
it their own like the others  by 
adding beats instead of the 
music. 

They also used each other’s 
voices, not just one, so they 
each got a couple of lines at 
a time. 

 Rating: 4.9 out of 5 stars

Pentatonix Puts Fun 
Spin On Today’s Hits



Stop & Smell The Roses: 
Stressing Over The College Process

What’s In Your iPod?
Teacher: Miss Burns

Senior: Ben Buczek
1. Indie Rokkers - MGMT

2. Afraid of Heights - Wavves
3. Mother’s Little Helper - 

The Rolling Stones
4. Tell Me Why - 

The Beatles 
5. Boyfriend - Big Time Rush 

Sophomore: Ryan Gando

(photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto)

(photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto) 

1. Stay the Night - Zedd
2. Dare You - Hardwell

3. Heartbeat - 
Childish Gambino

4. Get Lucky - Daft Punk
5. Love More - 

Chris Brown feat. Nicki Minaj (photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto)

Junior: Brittany Bajerski
1. Royals - Lorde

2. Still Into You - Paramore
3. We Can’t Stop - 

Miley Cyrus
4. Same Love - 

Macklemore & Ryan Lewis 
5. Wrecking Ball - Miley Cyrus (photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto)

 1. Days Like This - Van Morrison
2. Brilliant Disguise - 

Bruce Springsteen
3. I Will Wait - 

Mumford and Sons
4. Thug Life - Tupac

5. Why Georgia - John Mayer

Ben Buczek
Entertainment Editor
@benbuczek

Senior year is known as 
a student’s best year of high 
school. They’ll look back on 
it from years to come and it 
will be remembered as their 
favorite year.

In the past decade or so, 
that hasn’t exactly been the 
case, at least for the start of 
senior year. Students have to 
begin to think what they want 
to do after they graduate high 
school, and it’s often going to 
college. 

The college application 
process is stressful and more 
have been going through the 
situation since the number of 
students applying to college 
is greater than what it was 20 
years ago. 

At Jonathan Law High 
School, seniors are going 
through that stressful process, 
typical of any student at this 
point in their educational 
career.

“The Common App takes a 
long time to go through and it 
can get very expensive to send 
to schools you are interested 
in,” senior Matthew Tighe 
said. 

Usually, schools look for 
certain requirements to fulfill 
their expectations on what 
kind of students they want at 
their college.

“Trying to meet all the 
requirements for schools 
was really stressing me out,” 
senior Meaghan Sollitto said. 
“Things like your SAT scores 
and your GPA are important 
for colleges to look at, but 
just because you don’t meet 
a few of their requirements it 
doesn’t mean you won’t get 
in.” 

Seniors at Jonathan Law 
are starting to realize that this 

year is their final year and have 
to move on from high school 
once June comes by. Though, 
some students are not sure what 
they should do when that time 
comes around.

Of course, the seniors can’t 
believe that this is the final 
year for them at Jonathan Law 
High School and are wondering 
where the time has gone.

“I remember freshman year 
like it was yesterday,” Sollitto 
said. “It feels weird that I am a 
senior.”

Others are really excited 
to go off to experience the 
college life and move on from 
high school. They feel like four 
years is long enough.

“It is a relief,” Tighe said. 
“I’m glad to start the college 
experience and discover new 
things.”

Students are guided by the 
college and career specialist 
Mrs. Lindsay in the guidance 
department. She is a big help 
for seniors applying to colleges. 

“I try to meet with each 
student to make sure they plan 
with counselors,” Lindsay said. 
“I am really impressed with the 
seniors being self-advocates 
and taking care of themselves 
on meeting with requirements 
and everything else to apply to 
schools. I think since the kids 
are good at doing this on their 
own, they’ll do well in college 
because you have to do a lot on 
your own in college.”

Lindsay had some advice 
for this year’s seniors: Apply to 
schools you know you would 
enjoy going to and think of 
majors you would be interested 
in. Don’t be afraid to apply to 
schools that seem too expensive 
or too far of a reach. Though, 
make sure you have a safety 
school just in case.

“A few of the schools 
I’m applying to are Marist, 

Quinnipiac, Northeastern, 
and UConn,” senior Mariah 
Hanania said. “I hope to 
get into medical school and 
become a doctor.”

Although it can get 
expensive, applying to many 
schools can give you a vast 
majority of options and could 
get you into a college easier. As 
for a major, don’t get worried 
if you haven’t decided on what 
you want to do. Going into 
college undecided is perfectly 
fine. 

“I’d like to major in 
electrical and computer 
engineering,” senior Soumya 
Kundu said. “Majors in 
engineering interest me 
because they deal with 
applying math and science to 
solve problems. I’m applying 
to Cornell, UPenn, University 
of Maryland, University 
of Michigan, University of 
Alabama, and Northeastern.”

No matter where you end 
up after high school, make 
sure to take advantage of 
all the opportunities that are 
available to you and don’t get 
over stressed about applying to 
college. 

Don’t be afraid from 
moving on from high school 
because if you don’t you won’t 
be able to enjoy what’s ahead 
of you. Before you know it 
you’ll be accepted to schools 
and won’t have to worry about 
it anymore. 

So far, seniors at Jonathan 
Law High School seem to 
be doing a pretty good job 
of applying to schools. The 
college life is waiting on the 
doorstep and it is going to be 
a time in your life you’ll never 
forget.

Before you start wishing 
graduation to come sooner, 
don’t forget to stop and smell 
the roses.
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Artwork

By:

Storm Soulnier

What’s APPening?: 5 Apps To Download Now

Megan Fitzsimons
Columns Editor
@meganfitzsimons

“What’s hAPPening?” is a 
monthly column that reviews 
the hottest, most popular, and 
newest apps that are out there 
for the iPod touch, iPhone, and 
iPad. Each month, it will have 
five different apps that have 
the highest ratings or have just 
recently come out.

***
Pandora Radio 

Pandora Radio has all the 
music anyone could ask for. 
Simply start with the name 
of an artist, song, genre, or 
composer and they do the rest!

This radio creates 
personalized stations perfect 
for what you love. What other 
radio can do that? 

There are over a century of 
popular recordings, great for 
people of all ages. Just about 
any song your heart desires 
can be found on Pandora. Not 
to mention the app is free 
and you can create up to 100 
personalized stations on your 

account!
Always dreamed of 

commercial free music? Well 
now it’s available, just upgrade 
to Pandora One. There is a 
small monthly fee but Pandora 
can be played on all Apple 
products, many other smart 
phones, and even computers. 
Just log on to your account 
anywhere you’d please!

Duck Dynasty: 
Battle of the Beards

The official game of 
America’s number one reality 
television series, A&E’s 
Duck Dynasty, is available 
exclusively in the App Store. 

Battle of the Beards tests 
your reflexes and puts you right 
into the Louisiana backwoods 
to join in and compete in the 
Robertson family’s favorite 
redneck activities. There 
are sets of rapid-fire micro-
challenges and along the way 
you can unlock all the favorite 
gear and earn points along the 
way. 

Prove what it takes to grow 
a beard as long as your favorite 

Duckmen! As you play your 
character will go from a 
clean shaved, suit wearing, 
uptight businessman, to a long 
haired, bandana-wearing, fully 
camouflaged, redneck with a 
beard that will make even Phil 
jealous. 

Jelly Splash
It’s time to connect 

colorful lines of jelly to solve 
over 100 addicting levels of 
Jelly Splash! Jump right in and 
make a splash into jelly land. 

Jelly splash is free to play 
but requires things like extra 
moves to be paid for. But, if 
you don’t want to spend all 
your money on an App, you 
can invite your Facebook 
friends to join you in the Jelly 
Splash adventure and they can 
send you those extra moves 
from Facebook!

This game is easy to learn 
but hard to master. With the 
colorful and vivid graphics 
you won’t want to put it down. 
Play at your own pace with no 
annoying limits and unlock 
boosters to help you through 

the tough levels! 
Musi

Musi is an iOs application 
that allows you to stream 
music directly from YouTube. 
Why not get the YouTube app 
directly? Well with Musi you 
can listen and stream music 
with your device locked or 
closed. 

Create infinite playlists and 
act as your own DJ. Manage 
your music with simple reorder 
and delete controls. 

Find your friends and 
see what music they love or 
share your music with them! 
Sync your music library to 
the cloud and access is from 
multiple devices. Connect 
with Facebook and share what 
you’re streaming on your Open 
Graph. 

With over 15 million songs 
to stream, it’s easy to see that 
Musi is the perfect music app 
for all ages. 

Moves
Working out lately? This 

amazing fitness companion 
maps daily activities and even 

tracks the calories you’ve 
burned. It uses a simple and 
beautiful timeline to help you 
keep track of your workouts. 
Put your device in your 
pockets and it keeps track of 
everything, the rout you took, 
how many steps you took, how 
far you went, and so much 
more. 

Don’t worry, this app won’t 
run down your battery! On iOS 
7 this app has a Battery Saving 
Mode that saves up to 40% of 
your battery. 

Moves automatically 
tracks all walking, cycling, and 
running, as long as you have 
the app on in the background. 
This app recognizes the places 
in your daily life, like a coffee 
shop, and shows your day on a 
simple story line. Everywhere 
you go gets plotted on a map 
for you to look back on at the 
end of the day. 

Seeing your everyday life  
mapped out can help you set 
new goals for yourself and 
make you indulge in new 
healthier habits.

Hayley Sanchez
News Editor

In this new monthly column, 
students with disabilities at 
Jonathan Law High School will 
write about what they do during 
or after school.

Jennifer Gill
“I went out for a walk with 

my mom around the block. I 
saw a tree in my block.  I went 
for ice cream with my mom and 
dad.  I went to Carvel, then I 
went to the mall with my mom 
and went to the movies and we 
saw One Direction.”

Billie Jon Hayden
“I went to the YMCA to 

work out at the gym and the 
pool with my friends and cous-
ins.”

Nicole Poulin
“I went to the Orange Coun-

ty Fair on a Saturday.  I saw the 
tractor race and the animals. I 
also ate some food there. It was 
a good, fun weekend.”

Edwin Gonzales Jr.
“I made egg salad first pe-

riod. I played Buzz Lightyear 
at my house this weekend.  
My favorite food is pork and 
vegetables.”

Robert Daniels
“I went to a Bridgeport 

Bluefish game. They played 
the River Sharks.  The Bluefish 
won.  I ate a hot dog and had a 
lot of fun!”

Jenna Levesque
“My birthday was Septem-

ber 8. I got clothes and cookies. 
My dad was funny. My grandma 
and grandpa came over my 
house for supper.  My mom 
went to Stop and Shop to get 
cookies for me.  I went out to 
eat to Jimmy’s Apizza.  I went 
out with my dad and he said 
I’m his little girl.  I went to get 
ice cream at Cone Zone with 
my family.”

Kristin Connolly
“Dad and I like to eat choco-

late.  My sister, Michelle, is 
coming to my Unified Sports 
Soccer Tournament.  Dad will 
be coming too!  Michelle and I 
like to shop at Victoria’s Secret 
and Target.”

Luigi Decastro
“I went to St. Mary’s carni-

val.  I watched ‘LOL’ by Miley 
Cyrus.  I watched ‘Cloudy 
with a Chance of Meatballs’ 
from Cartoon Network.  I also 
watched Epic and CC’s band 
practice.  I went to a buffet 
restaurant for dinner.  I played 
on my PS3 and rode my bike.”

Writings From 111B:
“In My Free Time, I...”
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I’m A Freshman...Again?:
The Life Of A College Freshman From The Eyes Of A Law Graduate

Bryan Creevy
Alumni Columnist

In a college full of frats and 
sororities, insane homework, 
and somewhat decent meals, 
Bryan Creevy – that’s me – and 
The Advocate will try to do 
the impossible: create a guide 
to help you survive college! 
This is Bryan Creevy’s College 
Survival Guide. (Results may 
vary).

                ***
College has sure been 

an amazing experience so 
far. Events like “Humans vs. 
Zombies” and “Study Break 
with Dr. Matthews” provide 
time away from the stress of 
your studies to compete with 
friends in cool activities. You 
have to sacrifice a lot of your 
free time for school work, 
though. The amount of credits 
you earn for a class is supposed 
to equal the amount of hours 
you dedicate to that class 
outside of the classroom, so 
you can see how your schedule 
can easily clog up. You need 
to make sure you can work 
out a system that fits you in 
order to balance in the amount 
of work expected of you with 
your friends, family, and basic 
needs.

Speaking of family, this 
issue’s tip is on how to deal with 
homesickness. Almost all of us 
will go through homesickness 
because there is a part of 
our lives that we are leaving 
behind, a life that we loved and 
lived through for a good part of 
our lives. No matter whether 
you hate high school and want 
to leave your hometown or 
if graduation and departure 
sounds like the saddest thing 
you could experience, there 
is a part of your past life that 
you enjoyed and, without it, 
your life may feel like it’s 
missing something. This is my 
advice on how to deal with 
homesickness in college.

For you commuters, 
homesickness can still be 
a factor. Sure, you’ll still 
be living at your house, but 
homesickness plays a role 
in the lack of your familiar 
community. You have become 
accustomed to your life in 
the Jonathan Law community 
whether you like it or not. It 
doesn’t matter if Law was a 
home to you or a prison; I’m 
sure you had your group of 

friends whom you shared 
everything with or hung 
around with a lot. Most of these 
friends of yours will have gone 
their separate ways and headed 
off states away. This changes 
things in your life and makes 
you long for how things used 
to be. I classify this as a type of 
homesickness.

For those of you who are 
the friends who go away to 
college, you have it worse than 
the commuters. For you, you 
don’t have the luxury of still 
living at home. You have less 
of your high school friends still 
living around you, so it’s more 
of a fresh start for you. Some of 
your high school companions 
may have moved up there with 
you, but some of you will be 
going in solo, just like me. 

There are several ways 
to deal with homesickness 
whether you’re still at home or 
miles from it. The first and best 
option is to stay in contact with 
all of those who you consider 
part of your home. A lot of 
them may be too far away 
for you to visit or for them to 
visit you every weekend, but 
that doesn’t mean you won’t 
be able to see them. There’s 
Skype and Oovoo to video 

chat with them. Trust me, it’ll 
be weird at first, but soon it’ll 
seem very common and like 
they are still in your immediate 
life. Be grateful that you can at 
least see your friends instead 
of just writing letters to them 
like it used to be.

Though it may be difficult 
at times, make plans ahead 
of time to see those close to 
you. Take a weekend off from 
work or your studies to either 
visit your friends or have them 
visit you. It’ll put a big smile 
on your face and on theirs, 
and it’ll relieve a lot of stress. 
It brings back that feeling of 
being home having that little 
piece of you that went missing 
back in your life. Sure, when 
that weekend comes to an end 
and you must leave each other 
once more, the departure will 
be painful and sad again, but it 
is worth the happiness you get 
from seeing them.

If you miss your family a 
lot, make sure you sign up for 
any events involving them. 
Up here at SNHU for me, we 
had Homecoming Weekend 
where our families would 
come up to the campus for the 
weekend and hangout doing 
fun activities together. It may 

sound like a pain to have your 
family up for a weekend, the 
time where you usually get to 
relax, but, trust me, it’ll feel 
great to see them again as your 
family is literally a part of your 
home. Nothing can wipe away 
feelings of homesickness more 
than seeing your family or 
going back home to them.

Some of you may have a 
boyfriend or girlfriend that 
either has another year or 
two at Law or goes off to a 
different college than you. 
You may choose to break 
up then for various reasons, 
but if you decide to try long 
distance, do not give up hope. 
Long distance is tough, just 
like the rumors say, but it is 
not impossible. I would know 
considering the long distance 
relationship I am in right now. 

The first and best thing 
you should do to survive long 
distance is to take time every 
night to Skype or Oovoo 
your special someone. If it’s 
a few hours or a few minutes, 
it doesn’t matter. Seeing the 
one you love for any matter 
of minutes and hearing their 
voice can turn a bad day 
completely around. Another 
thing I recommend is for 

you to write letters to them. 
Sure, with the internet and 
technology, letters seem old 
fashioned, but receiving those 
letters every day or every few 
days will definitely bring a 
smile to your face. Just like 
your friends and family, make 
sure you visit them or have 
them visit you occasionally. 
For me, I saw my girlfriend 
twice in the first month and one 
week because the beginning 
is tough; it’s strange having 
someone so close to you 
suddenly vanish from your day 
to day interactions, but after 
you get used to college life, 
you’ll be better at handling 
the distance and just long for 
those privileged days you get 
to spend with them during 
breaks. 

The last bit of advice I 
can give you is to give them 
something of yours that is 
personal and important to you 
(I gave my girlfriend my class 
ring). If you are serious about 
staying together, show them 
that by letting them hold on 
to something precious to you. 
It’ll strengthen your bond and 
give you something to hold on 
to if things begin to get rough.

Homesickness is a 
problem, but it can be handled 
if you do the right things. 
Just try to keep those close to 
you in your life anyway you 
can, and you’ll beat out your 
homesickness. College can be 
a tough experience since you 
leave your home or your home 
leaves you, but that doesn’t 
mean that what is incorporated 
in your home can’t still be a 
part of your life.

Out of all things, you 
should remember that you 
can always go back home. As 
my girlfriend and senior at 
Jonathan Law, Jesiree Carrera, 
said, “You will miss home and 
sometimes you just might want 
to drop everything to return 
to what has been familiar to 
you, but believe me, don’t 
you dare ever do so. Life will 
be difficult and challenging, 
and the distances and changes 
that college brings forth will 
have a definite effect on your 
life, but you should keep going 
because home will always be 
there for you. Jonathan Law, 
your friends, your bonds, your 
family, and your memories 
will never truly leave you.”

Alumni Bryan Creevy on a Skype call with senior Jesiree Carrera. (photo courtesy Bryan Creevy)
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Boys, Girls XC Seniors Happy With Season 
Stephanie Cameron
Sports Editor

The co-ed Jonathan Law 
cross country team recently  
finished another impressive 
season.

 The boys team was led by 
seniors Ben Buczek and Eric 
Kogan and junior Jeremy 
Doucette. To prepare for the 
2013 season, the captains 
and coaches stressed how 
important it was to run before 
the season begins.

 “The most important part 
is to run during the off season,” 
Buczek said. “The only way to 
be successful in this sport is to 
run every chance you get.” 

Ending the season with a 
7-7 record, the seniors were 
content with their team’s effort. 

“I was happy with the 
season outcome,” senior Mike 
Vaccaro said. “Everyone 
improved everyday, especially 
the freshmen.”

The upperclassmen were 
important role models to 
the underclassmen. In order 
to have a good season, the 
juniors and seniors stressed the 
importance to train hard.

 Cross country is mainly 
an individual sport, but the 
team created a close bond and 
helped each other improve 
during the season. 

“I’ll miss cross country 
because of all the memories we 
shared as a team,” senior Kurt 
Holden said. “We created a 
close bond throughout the 
season.”

Although the season has 
ended, the cross country 
seniors have memories that 
will last them a lifetime.

“My senior season was 
everything I hoped it would 

be,” Buczek said. “I had a 
lot of fun and going to states 
this year was a really nice 
experience and a great way to 
end my four years.” 

The remaining cross 

country runners look forward 
to improving and filling 
shoes of the seniors who will 
graduate in 2014. 

The girls cross country 
team was led by seniors 

Lianne Maynard, 
Maryann Longeran, and 
Kelly Kruysman. Despite 
graduating many top runners 
last season, the girls still 
managed to have a successful 
season. 

“We did just as well in our 
meets this year compared to 
last year,” Maynard said. “We 
even came in first at our meet 
against Foran which was a 
great accomplishment.”

Ending the season with five 
wins, the seniors were pleased 
with the performance of their 
teammates.

“We performed very well 
this year,” senior Ashley 
Franklin said. “I will truly 
miss my teammates and 
coaches, we’re one big family.”

 The senior captains proved 
to be great leaders and lead by 
example.

“I always encouraged my 
teammates to get pumped 
before races,” Maynard said. “I 
always ran in front at practice 
to be a good role model for the 
other runners.”

Top: The girls XC team starts their race. Bottom: The boys XC team paces themselves in their race.
(photos courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)

“My senior season 
was everything I 

hoped it would be.      
I had a lot of fun.”

- Law senior 
XC captain 
Ben Buczek

             Page 17SPORTSNovember 2013 THE ADVOCATE Jonathan Law HS



Boys Soccer Looks To 
Improve Next Season

Lady Eagles Finish 
Strong Fall Season

Senior Brianna Grazynski dribbles the ball past an opponent. 
(photo courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)

Junior Jon Costa controls the ball. (photo courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)

Stephanie Cameron
Sports Editor

 The Jonathan Law girls 
soccer team finished their 
season with a 3-8-5 record. 

The team had a memorable 
season, beating Lyman 
Hall once and Foran twice. 
This year, the team was led 
by eniors Emily Romero, 
Brianna Grazynski, and 
Bianca Stefanacci. 

Along with the three 
captains, the team will be 
graduating five more seniors. 

“I will miss the seniors 
because not only were they 
my team mates, but they were 
all my friends,” junior Cori 
Kalafus said. “It will not be 
the same next year without 
them.”

 Although the team was 
just shy of making states this 
year, the seniors feel their 
season and soccer careers were 
memorable. 

“Everyone worked well 
together this year,” Stefanacci 
said. “We had an unbeatable 
defense and without the 
midfielders and the offense we 
wouldn’t have scored as many 
goals as we did.” 

The three captains pushed 
everyone and did their best 
to set examples for the 
underclassmen. 

“The captains had a huge 
impact on the team this year,” 
junior Emily LaLuna said. 
“They had us working out and 
getting in shape for the season 
and always had a positive 
attitude.” 

After playing together for 
four years, the seniors are sad 
to see their season end.

 “I will miss all of my 

friends playing together,” 
senior Cassie Wasson said. 
“I’ll miss being on the field 
every day at practice.” 

Finishing one point away 
from states, the girls proved 
they were not an easily 
beatable team.

“I think we showed 
teams that we weren’t just an 
automatic win,” Grazynski 
said. “We improved 
tremendously from the 
beginning of summer.” 

Working hard and getting 
along were key points to the 
success of the 2013 season. 

“We work well together 
because we love each other,” 
LaLuna said. “We all have 
played together at one time or 
another.” 

Although the team had 
many seniors, some of the key 
players were underclassmen. 
Jess Centore, Cassidy White, 
Erin Saley, and Kristen 
Passaro proved they could 
play at the varsity level being 
just freshmen and sophomores.

“The underclassmen played 
a key role in our season this 
year,” Grazynski said. “They 
will without a doubt help the 
team to be as successful next 
year as well.”  

Next year, the team looks 
forward to rebuilding and 
gaining confidence to compete 
with difficult teams.

“I’m looking forward to 
hopefully qualifying for the 
state tournament next year,” 
Kalafus said. “We have lots of 
experienced underclassmen to 
help us get there.” 

The girls’ soccer captains 
next year are Kalafus, LaLuna, 
and Amanda Leone.

 

Christina Macaluso
News Editor

The Jonathan Law boys 
soccer team recently brought 
their season to a close.

The Eagles finished with a 
2-14-0 record. Although it not 
one of their best records, the 
fight that the boys put up every 
game was commendable. 

The team was led by tri-
captains, seniors Gabe Salles, 
Josh Paton and junior Jon 
Costa.

“Even though we didn’t 
win many games, we kept a 
positive mentality throughout 
the season, which we didn’t 
have last year,” Costa said. 

The team’s two wins were 
against East Haven, home and 
away. Although those were 
their only wins, the toughest 
loses were against Foran and 
Guilford. 

Guilford was a close game 
for the team and given a little 
more time, the Lawmen feel 
that they could have won the 
game. 

“Guilford is a good team 
and we played well against 
them, but in the end we just 
couldn’t pull out the win,” 
senior Chris Mercaldo said. 

After beating Foran last 
year, the team had higher 
expectations this year for their 
big game against the Lions. 

“The loss against Foran 
was disappointing because we 
worked our hardest all year 
for that game and it didn’t turn 
out the way we wanted it to,” 
Paton said. 

Multiple players felt that 
the team’s passion for the 
sport showed the most during 
their game against Foran. 

Although the game ended with 
the tough loss for Law, no one 
complained about a lack of 
effort.

The teams expectation and 
goal was to make it to states 
but unfortunately, they fell five 
games short from doing so.    

There are six seniors that 
will be graduating this year. 
With the graduation of those 
six, the team will be losing 
leadership.

Although adjusting to this 
may become difficult for the 
team, the seniors are confident 
that they are leaving a team 
full of talent, leadership skills, 

and heart. 
“The athletes forming the 

varsity team next year have 
had experience playing on the 
varsity level so they know 
what to expect,” Salles said. 
“They should do pretty well.”

Costa says that a big 
thing they will focus on next 
year is possession of the ball. 
Other than that, he feels that 
the seniors did a great job of 
preparing them for their season 
ahead. 

“I wish the seniors a great 
college experience and they 
will truly be missed.” Costa 
said.
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Volleyball Returns To State Tournament

The Law volleyball team breaks the huddle before storming the court. (photo courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)

Meaghan Sollitto
Columns Editor

The Law volleyball made 
history on October 15 with a 
crucial win against Foran. 

Early in the season, Law 
fell to Foran in an intense 
three- game match. 

Law fought hard every 
game but fell short each time. 

The next time they played 
Foran, they knew what to 
expect and they went in and 
won. 

“After we won against 
Foran I felt very shocked 
and satisfied,” senior leader 
Brooke Bonetti said. “That 
was the last time the seniors 
will play Foran so to come 
away with a win was huge.” 

To make this win even 
sweeter, it was Law’s eighth 
win, securing their spot in 
states. 

“Beating Foran was crazy, 
we knew they were really good 
and were expected to win but 
we were able to rally to play 
our best game ever,” senior 
leader Colleen Bogucki said. 
“The seniors have never beaten 
Foran so it was a nice way to 
end our high school careers.” 

Their quest to states didn’t 

come easily. 
They played each and 

every game like it was their 
last but unfortunately fell short 
a few times. 

They fell to North Haven, 
Guilford, Sheehan, Foran and 
Mercy before they reached 
their eight-game qualification. 

“The team worked very 
hard together to make it to 
states since having to adapt 
to young, inexperienced 
players,” senior leader Becca 
Minahan said. “We went 
into every game whether we 
knew it would be more or 
less difficult thinking that we 

needed to push hard and make 
it one of our necessary eight 
wins.” 

Even with a few losses here 
and there, they also secured 
many crucial wins. They beat 
Trinity, East Haven, West 
Haven, Hand, Hillhouse, and 
Foran. 

“The team worked 
together great especially in the 
beginning,” Bogucki said. “I 
think that’s what made us go so 
far especially because we were 
really good about helping one 
another and playing as a team.” 

This season was an 
emotional one for the seniors 
as it put an end to their high 
school careers. 

“I’ll miss seeing the team 
every day,” senior leader 
Christina Macaluso said. “We 
were a family, and to go from 
seeing them every day to just 
once in a while is going to be 
very hard, especially because 
we seniors aren’t coming back 
next year.” 

This final season really 
changed most of the senior 
girls for the better. 

“The six seniors have 
grown stronger in our skill 
and sportsmanship,” Minahan 
said. “Freshman year I never 
thought that that we would be 
able to lead a team into a state 
tournament.” 

Update: The volleyball 
team fell in the first round of the 
Class M state championship to 
Rocky Hill High School. They 
lost in three games. 

Bogucki Sets Team To 
Successful 2013 Season

Mariah Root
Staff Reporter

If there is one Jonathan Law 
volleyball player that deserves 
endless recognition for her 
accomplishments, it is senior 
Colleen Bogucki.

Bogucki has been playing 
volleyball for six years and her 
experience shows on the court. 
Her team-player-mentality 
shows off the court as well.

“Having Colleen on the 
court makes a huge difference 
for our team,” senior Brooke 
Bonetti  said. “She helps 
everyone from the freshmen to 
other seniors.”

A s  a n  A l l - S o u t h e r n 
Connecticut Conference (SCC) 
player, Bogucki proves her 
ability not only in the school, 
but in the entire division. 

Law won against rival 
Foran at Foran’s court for the 
first time in four years this 
season. Bogucki had 20 assists, 
three blocks and two kills.

“I  have been looking 
forward to this game since our 
loss against them last year,” 
Bogucki said. “We have not 
won a single set against them in 
my previous three years here.”

Being a senior leader, it 
is Bogucki’s job to motivate, 
encourage, and push the team 
to perform at their best ability. 
Off the court, she constantly 
supports her players and is 
always there for them.

“I would not want to be a 
senior leader with anyone else,” 
senior Becca Minahan said. 
“I can tell all of the younger 
players look up to her.”

Bogucki is not sure if she 
will play in college or not. She 
may decide to focus more on her 
studies instead.

Law’s 10-10 record this 
season proves how strong of a 
team they are.

“Colleen is a role model for 
me on and off the court,” junior 
Kayla Patrick said. “Everyone 
on the team loves her.”

B o g u c k i  p l a y e d  a n 
outstanding game against 
Guilford as well in what was 
a 3-2 loss. Although Law did 
not win, she showed incredible 
sportsmanship by congratulating 

the other team after the game.
Academically, Bogucki is 

involved in AP classes and 
honors classes in school, and 
maintains a high class rank. 

H e r  s e r i o u s n e s s  a n d 
dedication to the sport shows, 
but she also knows how to 
use her sense of humor to 
lighten things up at practices 
and games. 

“When I’m not playing 
volleyball, I work at a local 
pizza place,” Bogucki said. 
“Other than that, I enjoy 
bonding with my dog Luna, 
and sometimes my friends.”

The volleyball team and 
the rest of Law will miss her 
and continue to look up to her 
many contributions to her team 
and school.

Colleen Bogucki was Law’s setter. (photo courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)
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Law Football Anxious For Thanksgiving Game
Richie Dow
Sports Editor

The Law football team is 
looking to end the year with 
a bang. 

The Lawmen have the 
potential to end the season on 
a four-game win streak after 
starting of the season 0-4. To 
accomplish this feat they will 
need to defeat rival Foran on 
Thanksgiving. 

“We’re going to go into 
the Thanksgiving game with 
a positive attitude,” defensive 
coordinator Mr. Beler said. 
“Hopefully, we will be going 
entering November 28 with a 
three game win streak and a lot 
of confidence.”

The Lawmen, especially 
the seniors, are looking to 
come away with a win in the 
Thanksgiving game. 

“The Thanksgiving game 
will be the final game of my 
high school career and I want 
that memory to be a positive 
one,” senior captain Nick 
Casagrande said. “We are 
going to work harder than we 
have worked all season to come 
away victorious.”

The season started off 
bumpy for the Lawmen. The 
team started off 0-4 with losses 
to Harding, Wilbur Cross, 
Hillhouse, and Hamden. 

“It was a rough start but 
we knew that if we believed 
in ourselves and kept working 

hard we would eventually get 
a first win and turn the season 
around,” junior cornerback Tim 
Edson said. 

The Lawmen did indeed 
turn the season around. They 
would end up defeating East 
Haven, Lyman Hall, Branford., 

and Plainfield.
“Getting some wins under 

our belt eased the tension in the 
locker room big time,” senior 
Joe Kirschner said. “These 
wins showed us that we are 
capable of being a winning 
football team.”

The senior class has left a 
legacy on the program. 

“The senior class has shown 
great work ethic,” head coach 
Mr. Robinson said. “They have 
been dedicated day in and day 
out, their effort has never been 
questioned.”

 Through thick and thin the 
team has always been united. 
The team has remained together, 
gathering many memorable 
moments.

“The best moment of the 
year will without a doubt be 
Nick Casagrande’s scoop and 
score against Wilbur Cross,” 
Beler said. “What a play it was. 
I will remember that single play 
for the rest of my life.”

If the Lawmen accomplish 
their goal of finishing the season 
on a four-game winning streak 
they will finish with a record 
of 5-6. 

This would be the most wins 
the team has had in the last five 
seasons. 

“Finishing strong means 
a lot to the underclassmen,” 
Edson said. “We feel like 
we could possibly take that 
momentum into next year.”

The Law football team runs out onto the field. (photo courtesy of Rostrum Yearbook)

Law Swimming, Diving Team 
Paddles To Productive Season

Richie Dow
Sports Editor
@richieedow

The Law girls swim team 
kicked themselves to another 
successful seaon.

Although their overall 
record was 3-10 in meets, this 
stat is rather deceiving. The 
girls had some huge wins and 
broke many school and personal 
records. 

“This season was the best 
we have ever done as a team 
since I have been the coach,” 
head coach Ms. Paolini said. 
“It has been a long season but 
a wonderful journey.”

Members  of  the team 
traditionally are very close and 
this year proved no different.

“The one thing that got me 
through the rough practices 
and long meets were my 
teammates,” senior Brittany 
Scott said. “The strong bond 
with my teammates is one of 
the best parts of being on the 
swim team.” 

The team will graduate six 
seniors including Scott, Taylor 
Keramis, Elizabeth Gregorio, 
Elizabeth Fowler, Danica 
Wenz, and Rebecca Golden.

This dynamic bunch has 
certainly left an impact on the 
other members of the team. 

“The seniors taught me 

to make the most of the little 
time I have left of high school” 
junior Mathilda Hill said. 
“They taught me not to slack 
off in school or sports because 
I would end up regretting in 
later.”

The team didn’t lack the 
accomplishments to match up 
with the memorable season. 
They beat 2 SCC (Southern 
Connecticut Conference) teams 
and were just three points shy 
adding a third to this total.

Three swimmers qualified 
for the state championships 
including Angelica Jamie 
Loma, Phoebe Herbert, and 
Elizabeth Gregorio. In addition, 
Kelly Scianna and Haley 
McNulty qualified in a relay 
event.

In states, the team exceeded 
expectations, shattering four 
school records in four events. 
The medley relay team, 200 
free relay, Jamie Loma broke 
the 100 backstroke, and 400 
free relay teams all broke school 
records. 

“We went  in to  s ta tes 
wanting to break all of the 
records,” Herbert said. “It was 
so cool that we broke all four 
records.”

All of the broken records 
are a positive sign, especially 
when they are almost all from 
non-graduating swimmers. 

“It seems as a program is 
being built here,” Paolini said. 
“Hopefully it keeps moving 
in the right direction in the 
future.”    

Freshman Isabella Rolden swims in a meet. 
(photo courtesy of Rostrum Yearbook)

Hayley Sanchez 
News Editor 

It’s that time of year again, 
and the Jonathan Law Pow-
derpuff is ready to square off 
against Foran.

Law has won the last five 
Powderpuff games. This year’s 
game will be played the night 
before Thanksgiving at Foran.

“The girls are doing a great 
job learning how to play and 
work together,” head coach Mr. 
Kulenych said. “This is our 
night. They’ve worked really 
hard and they’ll be ready to go.”

Forty-one girls made this 
year’s team.

“I can speak for all the 
seniors, we do not want to 
lose this year against Foran 
because we have won the past 
five years,” senior Christina 
Macaluso said.    

Powderpuff is offered to 
juniors and senior girls only at 
Law. The girls have practice 
every day for the past month 
and want to make sure their win 
streak continues.

“I’m looking forward to the 
improvement we have made 
and the intricate moves we are 
learning,” senior Stephanie 
Cameron said.  “We certainly 
want to beat Foran of course.”

The defense players are 
improving greatly with each 

practice. Defensive standouts 
include senior Brittany Scott 
and juniors Cori Kalafus and 
Nina Martinez.

“I’m looking for girls to be 
fast, aggressive, and have the 
ability to grab flags,” coach Mr. 
Ragaini said.  “As the defensive 
coach of Jonathan Law, I stress 
to our players that if Foran can-
not score they cannot win.”

The offense will be led by 
Cameron at quarterback and 
seniors Brianna Grazynski 
and Rachel Gomes at ruin-
ning back. The offensive line 
includes senior captain Molly 
Wasson. The team is getting 
along well due to being on other 
teams together.

“Since we all are upper 
classmen and we’ve been to 
school together for three years,” 
junior Haley Palmer said.  

Some people that tried out 
may not know how to play 
football and have had to learn 
before the big game.  

“I have gotten better at 
catching,” senior Lianne May-
nard said.  “Being a senior I’m 
more confident than when I was 
a junior.”

Ragaini has faith that the 
girls will rise to the occasion.

“Our girls at Law are always 
tougher mentally and physically 
than at Foran,” Ragaini said.

Powderpuff Goes 
For Sixth Straight
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