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Rauscher Designs Milford’s 375th Birthday Logo
Jesiree Carrera
Editor-In-Chief

Madisyn  Rauscher,  a 
sophomore at Jonathan Law, 
was recognized on January 6 
at City Hall for her winning 
student design logo which 
commemorated Milford’s 375th 
birthday.

Her design was comprised 
of Captain Kidd and Charles 
Island in a creative attempt 
to capture Milford’s history. 
Rauscher received the student  
designer award, while local 
Mi l ford  res ident  Joanne 
Zuckerman designed the 
winning logo which featured 
the Memorial tower.

“Madisyn is a very motivated 
and skillful artist,” said art 
teacher Miss Main. “I know she 
was very excited about entering 

the contest and we are certainly 
very pleased and proud of her 
accomplishments.”

Once the logo contest was 
announced, Rauscher’s neighbor 
cut out the advertisement and 
brought it to her attention. The 
art department at Jonathan Law 
also informed her of the chance 
to partake in the contest.

A f t e r  h e a r i n g  a b o u t 
the contest to design the 
commemorative logo, Rauscher 
was encouraged by her family, 
friends, and teachers to enter 
due to her artistic ability and 
creative views on Milford’s 
history. 

She wanted to remind 
Milford residents, both young 
and old, of its memorable past, 
as well as contribute to its 
promising future.

“Few people realize the 
great history that Milford has, 
so I wanted to portray what it 
was known for,” said Rauscher. 
“Many designs and figures 
came to mind, so I decided upon 
the best symbols that I believed 
represented Milford the best.”

To  t r u l y  i n c o r p o r a t e 
Milford’s spirit into her original 
design, she created the shape 
of an oyster to frame the iconic 
Captain Kidd, who once stepped 
onto Milford’s shores, and the 
prominent Charles Island.  

The picture, however, was 
not her most difficult chall-
enge.

“She had to practice a 
new number of pen and ink 
techniques to create the effects 
she wanted to create,” said 
Main. “I think the resulting 

Madisyn Raucher proudly displays her winning student logo for 
Milford’s 375th birthday. (photo courtesy Jesiree Carrera)

artwork was very successful; 
Madisyn continues to surprise 
us with her very inventive 
designs and paintings and we’re 
looking forward to working 
with her in future advanced 
courses.”

Rauscher’s teachers are 
not the only ones who are 
impressed and thrilled by her 
achievements. 

The Milford Arts Council 
recognized her talent and 
invited her to present her logo 
alongside the chosen design for 
the official logo.

Rauscher was also honored 
by the Board of Eduaction at its 
meeting in February.

“I was honestly surprised 
and pleased that my out of 
the box and unique design 
was picked as the student 
emblem,” said Rauscher. “It 
was an honor to be chosen along 
with the professional logo to 
commemorate Milford’s 375th 
birthday.”

Her artwork is now at 
Law where the art department 
proudly showcases her creative 
emblem.

Unified Sports Team Shoots For Success

Law’s Unified Sports team recently competed in bowling and basketball tournaments. 
(photos courtesy Pat Daniels)

Michaela Pounds
Staff Reporter

Jona than  Law hos ted 
a Unified Sports basketball 
tournament on February 27 
against Foran and Joel Barlow 
High School. 

Three games were played, 
and it was a fun time for 
everyone involved: the players, 
volunteers, cheerleaders, and 
the crowd. 

Volunteers refereed the 
game and helped keep score, 
even though there was not a 
decided winning team. The 
games took place in the new 
gym, and the players were 
very happy about being able to 
get their pizza and certificates 
afterwards. 

The event was organized by 
Law’s Unified Sports director 
Mrs. Daniels, who has now 
been the Unified coach for eight 
years. 

“My favor i t e  par t  o f 
Unified Sports is watching the 
students’ skill levels grow each 
year,” Daniels said. “Also, the 
tournaments are always fun for 
the athletes, coaches, and the 
audience cheering everyone 
on.”

Law’s  Unif ied Sports 
basketball team has played 

in two other tournaments this 
year, and will attend another 
on March 13 at Bunnell High 
School. 

Unified Sports basketball 
practice has been going on since 
November. 

Mrs. McNulty’s functional 
skills class made posters for 

the Law tournament, and hung 
them around the school to 
spread the word. The cost of 
the game was free because, as 
always, the focus was all about 
having fun. 

Daniels said Unified Sports 
is a great way to meet new 
people in a fun environment. 

Unified Sports is always looking 
for more players and volunteers.

“I’ve been volunteering 
since I was a kid, when I got 
to high school I decided to join 
in unified sports. The best part 
about unified sports basketball 
is the tournament when you 
get to help the athletes and see 

them have so much fun,” senior 
volunteer Matt Capobianco 
said.

Volunteering for Unified 
Sports adds volunteer hours 
onto the 200 hours needed for 
graduation with distinction, 
and it is a great way to enjoy 
volunteering. 

“It’s my second year as a 
helper. I like that everyone gets 
along and there is no arguing in 
unified sports, it’s a lot of fun,” 
sophomore Elizabeth Mainieri 
said.

The players that partake in 
Unified Sports basketball enjoy 
it just as much as the volunteers 
do. 

“I like the sport and having 
fun, I also like having the soda 
afterwards,” Unified Sports 
team member Billy Hayden 
said.

The cheerleading team was 
also on hand to cheer on Law’s 
Unified Sports team. 

“I like when the cheerleaders 
come and cheer for us, we have 
a mascot, and when we’re done 
we get pizza,” Unified Sports 
player Jonathan Delgado said. 

Earlier this month, Law’s 
Unified Sports team also took 
part in a bowling tournament 
in West Haven.



THE ADVOCATE
Jesiree Carrera
Editor-in-Chief

Christina Macaluso
Hayley Sanchez

News Editor

Jesiree Carrera
Editorial Editor

Ben Buczek
Michael Vaccaro

Entertainment Editor

Meaghan Sollitto
Megan Fitzsimons

Columns Editor

Stephanie Cameron
Richie Dow
Sports Editor

Bryan Creevy
Alumni Columnist

Mr. Kulenych
Advisor

Advocate Staff Reporters

Jonathan Law High School is a community that exists to maximize the 
intellectual, the social, and the emotional growth of each student in a safe, stable, 

supportive environment. We believe that a positive, collaborative atmosphere fosters 
high expectations and recognizes individual differences. 

   In partnership with students, parents, and the community, we are committed to               
         developing the skills necessary for educational, career, and life choices. 

Jonathan Law High School Mission Statement

The Advocate is the official student-run publication 
of Jonathan Law High School. The opinions 
presented in The Advocate are solely those of the 
students. As journalists, the members of The 
Advocate staff are committed to upholding the core 
of our code of ethics: objectivity, integrity, and truth. 
The staff endeavors to report the news 
without editorializing, include a diversity of opinions 
in our coverage, and present sound, corroborated 
information. We welcome letters to the editor as well 
as issue-based commentaries. If you are interested 
in contributing, please submit your writing to: The 
Advocate, Room 129, Jonathan Law High School,    
20 Lansdale Avenue, Milford, CT 06460.  

Ryan Axtell, Colleen Bogucki, Hope Cupole,     
Laura Gonzalez, Emma Grace, Kway Ellison, 
Casey Finn, Morgan Hennessey, Darby Hudd, 
Ismar Junuzovic, Emily LaLuna,Taylor Loughlin, 
Nicole Macchio, Haley McNulty, Jeremy Melita, 
Frank Musante, Kayla Patrick, Carol Phillips,  
Michaela Pounds, Mariah Root, Aaron Tejada, 
Matthew Tighe, Joshua Weizel

             Page 2 EDITORIAL     March 2014THE ADVOCATE Jonathan Law HS

THE ADVOCATE
ONLINE EDITION

jlawadvocate.wordpress.com

We came, we saw, and we 
conquered. 

After half a school year at 
Law with the new modified 
block schedule, students seem 
to be adapting well to the 
change.

Previously, students had 
seven classes, with each 
class and teacher meeting 
once a day, and a break for 
lunch. Currently, they have 
an eight class rotation with 
some classes ranging from 56 
minutes to 78 minute periods.

While it took some time 
for the students to get used to 
the schedule at the beginning 
of the school year, many 
adjustments helped ease the 
transition. (We have tried to 
keep everyone updated on 
the schedule on The Advocate 
Twitter page. Thanks to 
everyone who has followed us 
this year.)

The alteration didn’t 
truly affect the freshmen at 
Jonathan Law since they 
had only just begun with no 
previous knowledge of the 
schedule; however, the seniors 
and staff were uneasy with 
the new schedule. They were 
used to the normal period 
rotation from previous school 
years that the transition made 
them feel as though they were 
freshmen themselves, hoping 
to adjust to the change.

Some seniors going into 
the modified block schedule 
rotation were concerned about 
the change. They were worried 
about their senior privileges 
which previous classes have 
had before, but their worries 
were soon extinguished as 
they could apply for senior 
privileges on the periods 
which they had study, making 

it more fair for those who had 
study in the middle of the 
school day.

Teachers, once having 
figured out the math for the 
amount of class time they 
would have to teach their 
curriculum, were anxious that 
they would have to change their 
lesson plans or shorten most of 
their lessons to incorporate all 
of the curricula for the year. 
Some teachers have adapted by 
giving out more lessons at once 
to ensure that their classes were 
caught up and understood the 
programs.

Besides the concerns, the 
block scheduling has helped 
students and teachers by 
allowing them more time in 
the school day to get their work 
done. For the 78 minute block 
periods, the staff can finish 
their lessons with time to spare 
for questions and one-on-one 
help to the students to ensure 
that they truly understand and 
acquire the information.

The best feature about the 
block schedule is the freedom 
to take classes which wouldn’t 
normally fit in the seven period 
day. Students can choose up to 
eight classes per semester to 
fulfill their requirement for 22.4 
or 25 credits over their four 
years at Jonathan Law; now, 
they have the ability to choose 
more of their electives or take a 
study to help them catch up in 
their classes. 

Overall, the schedule still 
needs to tweak the few problems 
that it poses for the school 
system, but as for its intended 
purpose to further students’ 
learning and instruction, the 
schedule could possibly be one 
of the best improvements for 
the curriculum.

Finals Exemptions Should Not Be Tied To CAPT, SBAC
Meaghan Sollitto
Columns Editor 

The Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test, or CAPT, 
has been the standardized form 
of testing among sophomores 
in high school since 1994. It 
has four sections that include 
Math, Reading, Science, and 
Writing. 

Since CAPT has been in 
place at Jonathan Law, it has 
had an influence on seniors 
and their finals privileges. 
The rule is that if seniors are  
CAPT scholars (which means 
they passed all four sections 
of CAPT), and if they have a 
B+ or higher in a first semester, 
half-year class, then they don’t 
have to take the final exam for 
that class. 

This rule is pointless and 
unfair for many reasons. 
Several students this year have 

had above a B+ or higher in 
their first semester classes and 
have had to take their finals 
because they were not a CAPT 
scholar. Students who have As 
in English class, for example, 
still had to take their English 
final last month because they 
had not passed the Science 
CAPT.

It doesn’t make any sense 
that a standardized test from 
sophomore year should affect 
senior year, first-semester 
finals. This is especially true 
because it only affects first 
semester classes, not second 
semester classes. 

It’s easy to understand 
why a rule like this would 
be put into place. A student 
does something right so they 
receive something in return. 
Not having to take a final is a 
privilege. A rule like this is a 

great idea.
However, since CAPT is 

no longer in effect, the rule 
should be changed. Also, it’s 
extremely unfair that a test 
from sophomore year carries 
over to a senior year class. 
Many students work extremely 
hard senior year, and may 

have improved tremendously 
academically since the middle 
of their sophomore year when 
they took CAPT. To punish 
them as seniors for this is 
unfair.

This rule is the same as 
saying that if someone didn’t 
get above a certain score on 
their SATs that they would not 
be entitled to certain senior 
privileges like getting to leave 
school early or come in late. 
The two have nothing to do 
with one another; therefore 
a new rule should be made 
instead. 

A rule like this is a very 
good incentive for students 
to want to excel at testing. 
Since CAPT is now obsolete 
and the new Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium, or 
SBAC, is taking its place this 
year, it would be the perfect 

time to change the rule. 
It would make a lot more 

sense for the rule to be more 
subjective. For example, if a 
student doesn’t pass a portion 
of the Reading or Writing 
section of the test, then they 
should have to take a final 
exam in a first semester or 
a second semester English 
elective course. The same 
rule could be put in place for 
math and science. A student’s 
performance in math on the 
SBAC test should not affect 
their need to take an English 
elective final.

A change to the rule would 
make it more reasonable since 
the subject of the test relates 
to the subject of the class 
being taken. It’ll be a lot easier 
to understand and it won’t 
cause any more frustration or 
confusion.

New Schedule Has 
Been A Success

It doesn’t make 
any sense that a 
standardized test 
from sophomore 

year should affect 
senior year finals. 
This is especially 
true because it 
only affects first 
semester classes.
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A First-Hand Account Of Super Bowl XLVIII

(photo courtesy siliconangle.com)

Ben Buczek
Entertainment Editor

The Super Bowl is known 
as the most important event 
in sports and entertainment. 
Once a year, we see two of 
the best football teams battl it 
out to see who the champion 
of the NFL is. In a night filled 
with $4 million commercials 
and halftime shows featuring 
the world’s most prominent 
musicians, it’s no wonder why 
it’s the most watched event on 
television. 

I’ve been a football fan 
my whole life, it’s hard not to 
be when your family treats the 
following of the sport almost 
like a religion, and of course 
every football fans dream is to 
go to the Super Bowl. My dad 
had been entering a contest 
with the NFL the past couple 
of years to win two tickets to 
the Super Bowl. Shockingly, 
this year was our lucky year, 
and even better, it was just 70 
miles away at Metlife Stadium. 

I always thought that 
when I would eventually go to 
a Super Bowl I would be older 
with a family of my own, not 
17 years old in high school. 

My dad and others kept 
telling me how it was going 
to be the coldest Super Bowl 
ever and how it’s going to be 
snowing during the game, 
since it was the first outdoor 
Super Bowl in the north ever. 
I honestly couldn’t care less, 
I was just happy I could get 
to go see the game. I wasn’t 
worrying about the cold ever; I 
was just worried if whether or 

not it would be a good game. 
It didn’t even end up being the 
coldest Super Bowl ever; so 
much for all that hype.

When I heard Bruno Mars 
was in the halftime show I 
was pretty excited. I’m not the 
biggest Bruno Mars fan, but 
I still thought he was a great 
singer and a performer to see. I 
wasn’t complaining because in 
the past they’ve picked pretty 
lame people like Madonna and 
Bruce Springsteen. If people 
like that were performing at 
Super Bowl XLVIII then I 
would probably walk around 
the stadium while it was going 
on. Then I heard Bruno Mars 
invited Red Hot Chili Peppers 
to play with him. It couldn’t 
have been more perfect. One 
of the biggest names in pop 
music playing with one of my 
favorite bands and I get to see 
it all live.

When the day came 

and my dad and I got to East 
Rutherford, it was a scene 
I’ve never witnessed before. 
Helicopters flying over, limos 
and black SUVs’ crowding the 
area and tons of police officers 
stopping traffic to direct 
vehicles where to go. It was 
like the president was in town 
or a scene in a movie. 

Now for the game 
itself, the AFC Champions 
Denver Broncos and the NFC 
Champions Seattle Seahawks. 
Peyton Manning of Denver 
was playing his final game 
of a season in which many 
suggested as the best season 
any quarterback ever had. 
He broke the record for most 
touchdown passes and most 
yards in a single season. 
He was going up against an 
intense and hard hitting Seattle 
defense. People really believed 
Manning was going to win his 
second Super Bowl that night, 

but of course as many of you 
know that wasn’t the case.

From the very start of the 
Super Bowl, it was a disaster 
for the Denver Broncos. just 12 
seconds into the game, the ball 
was snapped over Manning’s 
head and into the end zone for 
a safety for the Seahawks. It 
was the fastest score in Super 
Bowl history. It doesn’t take 
a football guru to know that 
Denver was not in this game 
at all. It was funny witnessing 
Seattle fans jump for joy as this 
would end up as the franchise’s 
first Super Bowl win while 
Denver fans hung their heads 
down in shame. 

As halftime came, Denver 
hadn’t scored yet; the Broncos 
were only destined to score 
eight points that night. The 
halftime show was as good 
as it could get. Bruno Mars 
was on fire on stage with his 
singing on key while the Chili 

Peppers were pumped and 
electrifying. Even though I 
learned soon after they pre-
recorded their performance 
and didn’t actually play any 
instruments, which I should 
have noticed when I was there, 
I still thought it was very good 
and my favorite part of the 
show.

When the third quarter 
started, more disaster struck 
for Denver as Percy Harvin ran 
the kickoff all the way back for 
a touchdown. As nice as the 
Super Bowl experience was, 
I wish the game would have 
been a little more competitive. 
This was one of the worst 
Super Bowls in recent history. 
As the nightmare game came 
to an end, the Seattle Seahawks 
could now celebrate as they 
were the world champions. 
When I saw Russell Wilson host 
the Lombardi Trophy I finally 
witnessed the best moment 
in a football players career. 
Winning the Super Bowl and 
hugging the Lombardi Trophy 
is every football players dream 
as a little kid. It’s when dreams 
really do come true and it was 
great to see the Seahawks 
celebrate.

My experience at Super 
Bowl XLVIII is something I’ll 
cherish for the rest of my life. 
It was a dream I would never 
imagine coming true at this 
time in my life. 

I just hope 10 or 20 years 
from now I can take my own 
son and bring him to the 
biggest stage in sports just like 
my dad did for me.

Josh Weizel
Staff Reporter 

There is a debate in the U.S. 
currently about whether raising 
the minimum wage to from 
$7.25 per hour to $10.10 per 
hour would help the poor. The 
previous increase to $7.25 was 
approved by former President 
George W. Bush in 2007 and 
agreed upon by Congressional 
Democrats and Republicans. 

The people who support 
raising the minimum wage to 
$10.10 argue that it will give 
working class families a fair 
chance and will stimulate the 
economy. Those who oppose 
raising the minimum wage 
argue that it will put a burden 
on the private sector and cause 
jobs to be lost. Some states, 
including New York, New 
Jersey, and California, have 
already raised their minimum 
wage.

Apparently, the people 
who think that more burdens 
and regulations can be put 
on the private sector and that 
there will be no losses in jobs 
have never worked in the 
private sector and have no 
clue how a business is run. 
A business owner only has a 
certain amount of money to 

give to his or her employees 
and only a certain amount of 
money to make a profit and 
expand their business. People 
who think profit is the lowest 
form of humanity simply don’t 
understand that businesses 
need to make a profit if they 
want to expand and make 
more jobs available. Imagine 
having to operate a business 
and having to decide how 
much to pay each worker. The 
fact is that to deal with those 
burdens the business owner 
would be forced to either cut 
hours or the number of people 
working, or raise prices. It’s 
basic economics. 

People who are advocating 
for the minimum wage argue 
that it will have no effect on 
the economy. The truth is that 
the nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office released a report 
stating that this increase in 
the minimum wage will likely 
result in 500,000 fewer jobs. 

Another argument of 
people who support the 
minimum wage is that a large 
number of workers are making 
minimum wage which they say 
is an insufficient amount of 
money to support a family. The 
fact is that most workers in this 

country do not make minimum 
wage. According to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, there are 
only 3.6 million workers that 
are at or below the minimum 
wage. This is only 2.5 percent 
of all workers and 1.5 percent 
of the population of potential 
workers. This is a small group 
of the population. The truth 
is that 31 percent of these 
workers are teenagers and 55 
percent are 25 years old or 
younger. 

The minimum wage 
discourages the very people it 
tries to help. Minimum wage 
affects teens and young people 
the most. The reason is that 
most young people work in 
low-skilled positions to save 
up for college. A part-time job 
is a way for young people to 
save and move into the middle 
class. Lawmakers should 
encourage saving in America 
and this will discourage saving. 

This is not just a war on 
the poor; it is a war on young 
people and the American 
dream. Employers choose to 
pay workers a certain amount 
based on a variety of factors 
that include their skills, time 
spent on the job, and work 
ethic. A government mandating 

a higher minimum wage will 
not solve the problem of 
poverty in this country and will 
instead increase it. 

According to a study by the 
Heritage Foundation, over 97 
percent of wage earners make 
more than minimum wage. 
The fact is the majority of 
people making minimum wage 
are young people 16 to 24 who 
are just starting out working or 
working to save up for collage 
and life. When politicians are 
focusing on the minimum 
wage they are focusing on the 
wrong reasons why people are 
unemployed and why people 
are in poverty. 

The fact is most workers 
in the United States make 
above minimum wage and 
most of the ones that do are in 
low skilled positions. Is a fast 
food worker really worth $15 
an hour? Government policies 
do not help poor people; 
instead, government policies 
often raise taxes and take from 
peoples’ wages. Government 
polices regulate business so 
much that employers have to 
make certain decisions about 
laying people off. Government 
policies distort the monetary 
supply and cause the value 

of the dollar to go down. 
This has caused inflation and 
it discourages people from 
saving. 

Since 1913, when the 
Federal Reserve was created, 
the value of the dollar has 
decreased by 95 percent 
according to the Bureau of 
Labor statistics. Political 
leaders spend too much time 
on the amount that workers 
make and not enough time on 
the amount poor people could 
save based on the value of the 
dollar. If political leaders really 
want to help the poor they 
should get the Federal Reserve 
out of the business of distorting 
the dollar. If political leaders 
really want to help the poor by 
government action it should 
focus on the earned income 
tax credit. This tax credit gives 
people under a certain amount 
of income back what they 
earned in income. Let’s stop 
focusing on minimum wage 
and instead on the real issues 
that would help the poor. Get 
the government out of the way 
and the poor will prosper. 

(Some information 
courtesy townhall.com,wash- 
ingtontimes.com, and The U.S. 
Department of Labor)

Increasing Minimun Wage Won’t Solve Poverty Problem 



Law Welcomes 
Back Graduates

Christina Macaluso
News Editor

Jonathan Law hosted 
its annual Welcome Back 
Graduates event on January 7 
in the school cafeteria.

Welcome Back Graduates, 
which is sponsored by the 
National Honor Society, has 
been held at Law for years. It 
gives alumni the opportunity 
to come back to Law and 
talk about their experiences 
as college freshmen and give 
advice to juniors and seniors 
going through the application 
process.

The event is set up by Law 
chemistry teacher and National 
Honor Society advisor Ms. 
Turcotte. 

Turcotte has been the NHS 
advisor for four years, and 
every year she has made sure 
that there was a Welcome Back 
Graduates event because  of 
how helpful it is to students. 

“It’s a good opportunity 
for the juniors and seniors to 
ask the graduates about the 
application process and college 
life,” Turcotte said. 

This year, a total of 
10alumni came back to speak 
to Law’s students. 

Alumni John Bonetti says 
that he was happy to be a part 
of program. He said that when 
he was a junior and senior 
he vowed to come back as a 
graduate and give advice about 
what college life was really 
like in order to prepare the 
upperclassmen.

“I participated in Welcome 
Back Graduates because I 
always thought the insight 
of new college students was 
beneficial,” Bonetti said. “We 
have no reason to lie and 
therefore seniors stand much 
to gain from the experience.”

The alumni were asked 
questions by National Honor 
Society students. 

The questions dealt with 

dorm life, sports, academics 
and even the food available in 
college. 

Current Law students said 
the event was very informative. 

“Hearing what the Law 
alumni had to say about their 
college experiences really 
helped give me some idea 
of what I might face in my 
freshman year of college,” 
senior Jake Rouse said. “I 
would definitely recommend 
it to next year’s juniors and 
seniors.”

The event at Law was 
designed to help upperclassmen 
understand just what they 
would be getting themselves 
into in college.

Current juniors and seniors 
were able to communicate first- 
hand with alumni from Law 
that have dealt with situations 
that they will have to face. 

Welcome Back Graduates 
is always a hit with the 
upperclassmen because the 
alumni get to be completely 
honest with them.

The event was free and it 
was very easy for students to 
sign up. The Welcome Back 
Graduates presentations lasted 
for one full period of the school 
day, giving students who attend 
an excused absence. 

Students who attended the 
presentations gave positive 
feedback. 

They loved that the alumni 
didn’t hold anything back and 
gave them their honest and 
most trustworthy advice about 
college. 

Bonetti offered some 
important advice about 
the entire college selection 
process.

“My number one piece of 
advice for soon to be college 
students is to make certain 
that they are happy at all their 
schools, regardless of them 
being backups or safeties,” 
Bonetti said.

Jonathan Law’s Jazz Band 
Picks Up New Guitarist

Sophomore Jake Fucci practices jazz selections on his guitar. 
(photo courtesy tumblr.com)

Matthew Tighe
Staff Reporter

While some students may 
begin to condition for sports or 
to bulk up for their upcoming 
season, Law sophomore Jake 
Fucci is getting ready for this 
year’s Jazz Band concert. 

Although he plays tenor 
drums in marching band, and 
various percussion instruments 
in concert band, Fucci is ready 
to take on what he believes is 
his most exciting position of 
the year, jazz band guitarist. 

This is also the biggest 
challenge for the sophomore 
guitar player, as it is once again 
pushing him to the test in areas 
he is not all too familiar with. 

“Playing guitar in Jazz 
Band exposes me to a different 
genre and style that I’m not 
used to playing,” Fucci said. 

Fucci, who has been 
playing for about three years, 
first started playing simple 
blues scales and classic rock in 
middle school.

“I started with very 
basic music,” Fucci said. 
“Then I moved on to reading 
music, and eventually started 
experimenting with many 
different genres.”

Now, Fucci mostly plays 
all types of rock, blues, and 
alternative music. He also 
plays in his own band outside 
of school, “Sleepy Teens”.

“I’ve seen him grow a lot, 
as a guitar player, over the last 
year.” Law sophomore and 
horn player Peter Moody said.

With all this experience, he 
is certainly an important piece 

to the school’s band.
“Jake is a really vital part 

of our rhythm section,” Law 
junior and bassist Cassandra 
Steele said. 

Jonathan Law’s Jazz Band 
plays a set of songs ranging 
from samba to blues, and 
eventually plays a concert at 
the end of the year. 

This year’s set list includes 
“SoCal Samba,” “Stro’s 
Place,” “Basie, Straight 
Ahead,” “Belhaven Blues,” 
and “Angel Eyes”.

“Jake is really good,” Law 
senior and drummer Rachel 
Gomes said. “I really like the 
way he improvises using all of 
the jazz chords throughout the 
songs.”

Guitar isn’t the only 
activity that Fucci enjoys, 
however. He’s also taking AP 
and honors classes, as well as 
playing tenor drums in a winter 

percussion program that is run 
by the Connecticut’s Musical 
Arts Conference.  

Winter percussion meets 
once a week, and will perform 
at competitions though out 
Connecticut, starting in March. 
Jazz Band also meets once a 
week.

“My schedule can be pretty 
crazy,” Fucci said, “It’s time 
consuming to have to learn so 
many songs at once, but I try 
my best.”

The Jazz Band will 
continue to practice until 
May, when they play their 
yearly concert. The date of the 
concert, however, is not yet 
decided.

“I’m pretty excited for 
the concert,” Law senior 
Ben Buczek said. “It will 
be interesting to see Jake’s 
progress from last year to this 
year.”

Natural Helpers Recieve 
Grant For New School Mural

Hayley Sanchez
News Editor

Jonathan Law’s Natural 
Helpers recently acquired a 
grant to create a mural in the 
school.  

The club is looking for 
students to draw a photo for the 
mural and then have the school 
vote for which drawing should 
become the mural.  

Members are hoping that 
the math classes could enlarge 
the photos and create the mural 
like a color by number paint-          
ing.

The club applied for a 
grant, which was offered by 
the Milford Education Fund. 

The grant was looking for 
a cross-curricular project for 
the school.

L a w  p r i n c i p a l  M r. 
Thompson sent the e-mail for 
the application for the grant.

“It’s a great idea, I give 
(Natural Helpers advisor)  Mrs. 
Murphy a lot of credit for 

exploring the opportunity for 
this grant and coming up with 
this idea,” Thompson said. 
“One of the things that it does 
is that it gives the school a 
permanent message about what 
we believe is community spirit, 
voluntarism, and school spirit 
which is the heart of Jonathan 
Law High School.”

The grant is worth $500 and 
includes the paint, the brushes, 
and all the other supplies needed 
to complete the mural.  

“I am definitely excited 
because it would be cool to be 
a part of history because the 
mural will be there forever,” 
Murphy said.       

The mural itself will be 
placed in the new gym wing for 
everyone to see when they go to 
sporting events.  

“Hopefully it will serve 
as a way to bring the school 
together as a community,” 
Natural Helpers president 
Jamie Georgelos said.  “We 

hope that this project will 
include individual students 
with artistic inclinations as well 
as the larger community when it 
comes time to paint the mural.”

The group wants to have all 
the clubs in the school create a 
section for the mural to show 
school spirit.

“The whole idea of the 
mural is to get the students 
interested,” Natural Helpers 
vice president Carol Phillips 
said.  “If it affected the students 
they would want to get into it 
and it would be a community 
effort.”

The group noticed that there 
are many blank walls in the 
school and they wanted to 
create something that would be 
there for a while.  

“I think it would be great 
and a good addition to the 
school and gives people a 
chance to give something to 
the school,” junior Brittany 
Bajerski said. 
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What Will UBecome?
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With more than 125 innovative programs, the University of Bridgeport makes it easier for  
you to become the person you always wanted to be. If you’re interested in engineering, UB  
offers the largest program in Connecticut. Our Health Science Division is the leader in  
integrated health science education.  
 For your creative side, UB’s fashion merchandising program and the Shintaro Akatsu School  
of Design programs in graphic, industrial and interior design provide students with an  
award-winning learning experience. And, if business is your passion, no other private  
university in Connecticut can prepare you for the global economy like UB.

Experience UB’s state-of-the-art learning facilities, industry-experienced faculty,  
and career-focused curriculum delivered in a small-class setting. Take the first step  
to a rewarding career and becoming the person you always wanted to be at  
the University of Bridgeport.

Call us today at 1.800.EXCEL.UB  
or visit bridgeport.edu for more information.
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Jesiree Carrera
Editor-In-Chief

Jonathan Law’s 
Drama Club performed a 
Shakespearean piece, “Much 
Ado About Nothing,” for 
the first time in 53 years on 
February 28 and March 1 in 
the auditorium.

The play focuses on two 
distinct couples: a mature and 
fiery Beatrice and Benedick, 
and a romantic and innocent 
Claudio and Hero; however, 
this is not like most romances. 
“Much Ado About Nothing” 
is considered a comedy, but 
it depends on the audience’s 
perspective since it combines 
comicality with critical issues 
of honor and shame.

“I think the show defies 
categorization, but at the same 
time reveals Shakespeare’s 
genius,” said director Mr. 
Mele. “After carefully 
considering all our options, I 
felt we were up to the challenge 
of the piece and would tackle 
it head on and that the time 
to accept this challenge was 
now.”

After 53 years without 
the glory of Shakespeare, the 
Drama Club truly undertook 
the difficult text of old English 
and mastered it. 

The path to their mastery 
took a lot of hard work and 
dedication, especially with two 
cast members dropping out of 
the show and having to find 
replacements on a short notice; 
Mele even had to understudy 

for Don Pedro while senior 
Kira Topalian understudied 
for Margaret.

“I think we handled the 
situation really well because 
we pulled it together in time 

and ended up having a great 
show,” said senior Amanda 
Deleo. “I don’t think there 
were any worries as to who 
would fill in the roles since we 
have great talent at Law.”

One of the major bumps 
along the way to producing 
a great show was the lack of 
male performers joining the 
Drama Club. 

It previously lost all of 

the male members due to 
graduation but soon recruited 
four new guys for the play.

Senior Jake Miller had his 
debut in the play but he was not 
the only one. With the addition 
of the Dramatic Experience 
class offered to seniors, more 
students learned the joys of 
acting on the stage and taking 
on different characters.

“I certainly found it 
overwhelming at first,” said 
Miller. “Being a lead in a 
Shakespearean play, I had a 
great experience overall and 
I wish I had the time to do it 
again.”

Other actors who have been 
a part of the Drama Club since 
the freshman year still find the 
challenge of Shakespeare’s 
genius difficult, but still 
enjoyable. 

Senior Melissa Padilla, 
who played Leonato, had a few 
parting words for the Drama 
Club and future members.

“I hope that with every 
drama performance, the 
[Drama] Club and its members 
keep growing, having better 
and better shows each time, 
even after I’ve graduated,” said 
Padilla. “I want nothing but the 
best for the Drama Club, and I 
hope that our upcoming shows 
are entertaining and fun for 
everyone involved!”

The Drama Club will 
soon put on “Little Shop Of 
Horrors” on May 2 at 7 p.m., 
and on May 3 at 2 p.m. and 7 
p.m. for their spring musical.

 

Top: Hero, played by freshman 
Jillian Bendlak, gets reprimanded 

by Leonato, played by senior 
Melissa Padilla.

Bottom Left: Benedick, played by 
senior Jake Miller, woos Beatrice, 

played by Molly Krupienski.

Bottom Right: Leonato and 
Antonio, played by senior 

Amanda DeLeo, listen to Hero.

(Photos courtesy Cathy Rice)



Crime & Violence Classes Welcome Speakers

Left: Naugatuck Chief of Police Christopher Edson explains his job.
Right:Michael DeGrego shows students the reality of investigations. (photos courtesy Jesiree Carrera)

Jesiree Carrera
Editor-In-Chief

Naugatuck Chief of Police 
Christopher Edson and former 
forensic detective Mike 
DeGrego recently visited 
Jonathan Law’s Crime and 
Violence classes to inform the 
students further about the truth 
behind their studies.

Both visitors have had 
much experience in their fields 
with many different stories to 
tell the students. They excited 
the students with their thrilling 
tales of their past escapades in 
the workforce.

“I think students got to hear 
first hand from someone in the 
field what it is really like,” said 
Crime and Violence teacher 
Mr. Batson. “Furthermore, 
these experts could answer 
questions and tell stories that 
Mrs. Rowley and I could not.”

Students began to prepare 
for the visits by writing down 
questions to ask the speakers. 
Some students had to find a 
way to hear both speakers 
due to the different scheduled 
days of which the guests were 
invited.

Edson came in during 
a period eight block while 
DeGrego came in during 

period five block. 
Both speakers presented 

to the class in Batson’s room, 
where they got to utilize the 
board as well as interact with 
the students.

“I think it is valuable for 
high school students to have 
an opportunity to interact with 
law enforcement officials in 
a classroom setting because 
it provides them a unique 

opportunity to ask questions 
and receive insightful 
information about how and why 
police officers conduct their 
business in the community,” 
said Edson. “Whether they 
are considering a future career 
in law enforcement or just 
curious, hopefully some of 
the information they obtained 
will help them to be better 
citizens.”

DeGrego, who is also on 
the Board of Education, has a 
similar opinion when it comes 
to student interaction.

“I worked at Mount Vernon 
High School as well as on 
the Mount Vernon New York 
Police Department, so I saw 
some students of mine in our 
stations sometimes and I just 
wonder why they’re there,” 
DeGrego said. “Students are 

our future, and I’m glad to 
be able to speak to the class 
because I can show them the 
examples and help them to 
further their success while 
ensuring that they do not end 
up in our police stations for the 
wrong reasons.”

The questions that the 
students posed impressed both 
Batson and the guest speakers 
as they were attentive and 
relevant to the course study. 

The students were very 
enthusiastic to hear the stories 
and interested in the truth 
about the law enforcement 
workforce.

“Sometimes, it can be 
helpful in understanding what 
is taught in the classroom to 
see how those principles and 
concepts are applied in the real 
world,” Edson said.

With the added knowledge 
and the real life stories told 
by the visitors, the Crime and 
Violence students can now 
grasp the reality behind law 
enforcement and the pro-
cesses. 

As the course continues 
over the next few years, Edson 
and DeGrego hope to return 
to provide more insight for 
Jonathan Law students.
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‘Jam Exam’ Midterm Inspires 
Creative Writing Students

Seniors Pierce Holveck and Josh Cortez play the bongos during their 
Creative Writing midterm. (photo courtesy Stephanie Cameron)

Stephanie Cameron
Sports editor

Law English teacher Mrs. 
Reshenk recently invented 
the “Jam Exam” and gave the 
seniors in her Creative Writing 
class a midterm to remember.

Reshenk started teaching 
the half-year elective creative 
writing in the 1980s and then 
started teaching it again last 
year.

Writing classes usually 
don’t always have an exam. 
Many have a paper due as a 
final project. This year, instead 
of writing a creative piece and 
handing it in, Reshenk asked 
Law principal Mr. Thompson 
if her classes could have a 
Creative Writing “Jam Exam.” 

The classes performed 
their writing pieces in the 
auditorium, where Drama 
Club director Mr. Mele set up 
a microphone with a spotlight 
for all the students to perform.

 “We used desks as tables, 
and set up luminary bags with 
fake candles inside to turn the 
auditorium into a poetry jam 
for two hours,” Reshenk said. 
“It was a lot of work, but I 
thought it would be nice to have 

an exam they remembered.” 
Senior Melissa Padilla 

contributed to the jam exam 
by playing jazz music in the 
background. 

“It was the best exam I 
have ever taken,” Padilla said. 
“It was very memorable.”

 In addition to Padilla’s 
music, Thompson played the 
bongos and every student wore 
a beret.

The “Jam Exam” was in 
beatnik fashion. Everyone 
performed two pieces and 
snapped their fingers instead 

of clapping. The event was 
a memorable way to end the 
course for all involved.

“Mrs. Reshenk’s teaching 
style is fun and energetic,” 
senior Jesiree Carrera said. 
“She’s a unique teacher.”

 The entire class agreed that 
the “Jam Exam” midterm was 
a nice change from a typical 
midterm exam. 

 “The participation at the 
midterm was great.” Carrera 
said. “It combined everything 
we did in class and we all got 
to perform.”  

Michael Vaccaro
Entertainment Editor 
@mikevaccar0

Eric Torow has been a long 
time member of the Jonathan 
Law custodial team.

 He primarily works in 
the cafeteria and can be seen 
mopping up after the lunch 
waves are over and usually 
throws out the left over garbage 
produced by the students. 

Torow’s job as a custodian 
is a very serious commitment 
considering he works long 
hours to keep the school 
looking clean and crisp. Torow 
gets to Jonathan Law at 7 a.m. 
and starts his usual duties. 

“In the morning I come in 
and get the garbage cans ready 
and prep them up” Torow said. 
“I check the lavs and then I 
go outside and pick up around 
the area to make it look clean. 
Then I go around and police 
the area for a little bit.” 

After Torow does his 
morning rituals he takes a 
break and eats his lunch at 
11 a.m. After Torow takes his 
lunch break, he goes to the 
cafeteria during the students’ 
lunchtime.

“During the lunch 
schedules I go to the café and 
keep an eye on it.” Torow said. 
“Then from 12:15 to sixth 
period I clean the café and 
during seventh period I get the 
cans out of there and put them 
back.”

At the end of the school 
day Torow takes a break from 
2:00-2:15 p.m. During his 
break, Torow meets up with his 
supervisor and they talk about 
the job and what is left to do 
for the day. 

After the school day is over, 

Torow’s main jobs are going to 
the old boys’ locker room and 
going to the kitchen. Torow 
cleans the kitchen from 2:45-
3:00 p.m. and then he goes to 
the bathrooms and makes sure 
they are spotless. 

“I make sure every toilet 
is clean and I put in a fresh 
supply of toilet paper for every 
stall,” Torow said.

After Torow tidies up the 
bathrooms and the kitchen, 
he does some odds and 
ends. Torow also handles 
the shipping and receiving 
by taking out packages and 
bringing them in. 

Torow also does some 
work with coordinating the 
mail and does some more 
groundskeeping outside after 
the school day. 

Torow does these jobs 
around the school until the 
night crew comes in and 
sweeps the hallways. When the 
night crew comes in, Torow 
goes home and relaxes and 
then he repeats the cycle the 
following day. 

Despite doing the same 
repetitive job every day, Torow 
still puts in 100 percent of his 
effort.  Torow has been one of 
the longest working members 
of the custodian faculty at 
Jonathan Law and he still 
enjoys his job and all of the 
other custodian workers. 

Senior Dean Bibens, 
thinks that Torow does a really 
great job as a custodian. 

“He is a good guy,” Bibens 
said. “He helps out around 
the school and does a great 
job cleaning it. He is very 
passionate about his job and is 
a phenomenal worker. Nobody 
does it better.”

Torow Helps To 
Keep Law Clean

Hyponotist Show Raises 
Funds For Junior Prom

Custodian Eric Torow sweeps the cafeteria after lunch. 
(photo courtesy Mike Vaccaro)
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Darby Hudd
Staff Reporter

Jonathan Law’s junior 
class hosted an interesting 
fundraising event for their 
prom in April.

The event was a hypnotist 
comedian show on February 7. 

“We wanted to do 
something different something 
no other class has done has 
ever done before,” junior Nina 
Martinez said. 

The junior class officers 
came up with the idea hoping 
it would appeal to kids more.

During the hypnotist show, 
the comedian, Bruce James, 
hypnotized over 10 kids and 
adults.

“When I went to the show I 
didn’t think I was going to get 
hypnotized, I was just hoping 
it would work,” Martinez said.

Junior Morgan Colombo 
said that she didn’t want to 
get hypnotized, that it would 
be much more fun to watch 
everyone else. 

“I don’t really remember 
anything, only when Bruce 
was putting us to sleep and 
every time he told us to wake 
up.” Martinez said.

While hypnotized Martinez 
and others were made to do 
some crazy things. 

Most of the students 
unknowingly just did silly 
actions, but some went above 

and beyond. 
Junior Cori Kalafus was 

a student who got to sing her 
favorite song on stage.

“I don’t remember it at 
all, Kalafus said. “But when I 
did see videos and pictures of 
myself I was embarrassed and 
laughed at myself.”

During the show Kalafus 
danced the tango, twerked to 
Sir Mix-A-Lot, and sang to the 
crowd. 

“My favorite part was 
watching Cori walk to stage 
like a Victoria’s Secret Model,” 
Colombo said.

Along with Kalafus, 
Martinez got to sing one of her 
favorite Miley Cyrus songs, 
too.

Another student who was 
hypnotized was junior Brady 
Dennigan.

“I didn’t remember what 
I was doing,” said Dennigan. 
I thought people were joking 
when they showed me the 
videos after.”

The Student Council says 
that they are looking to do this 
again sometime hoping to get 
more people to come, because 
it was a really fun night.

“I enjoyed the night and 
watching all my classmates 
be hypnotized,” junior Ming-
Yeah Hu said. 

Hu also explained how 
the junior class is planning 
and looking forward to the 
next upcoming event to help 
fundraise for prom. 

“The Fashion Show is 
something that everyone in the 
school looks forward to every 
year,” Hu said “I can’t wait to 
see how it turns out this year.”

Hypnotist Bruce James puts Law students to “sleep.” 
(photo courtesy Cori Kalafus)
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ABC’s ‘The Fosters’ Not Typical Teen Drama

(photo courtesy latino.foxnews.com)

Christina Macaluso
News Editor 

“The  Fos te r s”  i s  an 
American teen/family drama 
series on ABC Family that 
aired for the first time on June 
3, 2013. 

The show follows the 
hectic lives of a same-sex 
couple who are raising children 
together, all of which have been 
adopted except for one who 
was conceived from a previous 
marriage. 

This season began on June 
3, 2013, but after 11 episodes, 
directors decided to stop the 
season there. The season 
didn’t pick up until January 
13. A second season has been 
rumored to begin shortly after 
season one, but nothing has 
been confirmed.  

Callie, played by Maia 
Mitchell, is the main character. 
She plays a tough 16-year-
old who has bounced around 
between foster homes. She also 
spent time in juvenile detention 
for destroying a car in order to 
protect her little brother, Jude, 
from abuse he endured at his 

foster father’s house.
Callie is released from 

juvenile detention and she 
and Jude are placed with “The 
Fosters”, a lesbian couple, who 
have three children already, two 
of which are foster children. 

The Foster moms are Stef 
and Lena Foster. Stef works as 

a police officer and Lena as the 
principal of a school which her 
children attend.  

While watching “The 
Fosters”, viewers become 
emotionally attached to the 
family and root them on as 
they grow together every day. 
Viewers get to see first-hand 

how they handle the situations 
that they are faced with, and 
they are able to see how the 
children adjust to one another 
while living under the same 
roof.  

Jennifer Lopez owns a 
production company called 
Nuyorican Products, which 

developed “The Fosters.” Lopez 
is one of the executive producers 
of the show, alongside Simon 
Fields and Greg Gugliotta. 

“The Fosters” cast includes 
actor Jake T. Austin, who is 
known for his work on “Wizards 
of Waverly Place” and other 
Disney shows and movies. 
He plays one of the two foster 
twins who faces the struggles of 
ADHD. Rosie O’Donnell also 
has a recurring role in the later 
episodes of season one, as a 
group home therapist for Callie. 

“The Fosters” is not the 
typical teen/family drama 
series. The twist on the foster 
children really adds a new sense 
of chaos and drama, drawing in 
the viewers. The show draws 
in viewers from different age 
groups and is guaranteed to get 
people hooked.

The only minor downfall 
in the show is that the main 
character, Callie, seems to 
struggle with pulling out the 
emotions needed in certain 
scenes. Other than that, the 
show is a hit.

Rating: 4 out of 5 stars

Zac Efron Steals Show In
 ‘That Awkward Moment’

Stephanie Cameron
Sports Editor

Zac Efron stars as Jason, a 
New York City resident who 
works at a publishing house 
designing book covers, and is 
portrayed as the “no strings 
attached” kind of guy in “That 
Awkward Moment.”

 Efron is known for his 
roles in “The Lucky One,” 
“17 Again,” “Hairspray,” 
and Disney Channel’s “High 
School Musical.” Efron was a 
teen heartthrob from Disney 
who made the transition to a 
respectable adult actor. 

Efron’s character is part of 
a three-sum bromance, where 
he and his best friends make a 
promise to remain single. The 
title, “That Awkward Moment” 
applies to all of them. Daniel 
played by Miles Teller is one of 
Efron’s best friends who works 
with him at the publishing 
house.  Michael B. Jordan plays 
the other best friend, Mikey, 
a doctor, who recently got a 
divorce, but is still in love with 
his wife. 

All three friends have a hard 
time keeping their promise. 
Jason, who acts like he doesn’t 
want a relationship soon finds 
himself falling for a girl named 
Ellie. Jason and Ellie start 
spending a lot of time together 
and Jason ends up hitting it 
off with her family at her 
birthday party. Jason later has 
a falling out with Ellie around 
thanksgiving, when her father 
passes away and he doesn’t 
show up to the funeral.

Miles, who enjoys going 
out and having fun, ends up 
dating his close friend Chelsea 
and is keeping it a secret from 
his guys. Chelsea is led to 
believe that Jason and Mikey 
know about her and Miles’s 
relationship and stops talking 
to Miles after she realizes Jason 
and Mikey do not know and she 
has been lied too. 

Mikey cannot get over 
his ex-wife and finds himself 
reigniting their romance. 
Avoiding communicating about 
what is actually going on in 
their relationship, Mikey is just 
happy to be around Vera again. 
It isn’t until Thanksgiving when 
Mikey notices she has other 
men’s clothing in her closet, 
that they have a serious talk. 
Vera explains to Mikey that she 
is not in love with him anymore 
and he finally finds the courage 
to walk away. 

“That Awkward Moment” 
does a good job or portraying 
relationships through the male 
eye. This movie shows that 
men do have feelings; they can 
fall in love and be afraid of 
commitment. It is nice to see a 
romantic comedy come out that 
isn’t a chick-flick. All three men 
in this movie end up finding 
happiness one way or another, 
even though Mikey doesn’t get 
the happy ending like his two 
other friends. 

The weak points of this 
film are the unrealistic jobs 
for three men currently out of 
college. Jason and Miles work 
together at a publishing house, 
but neither of them shows 
artistic ability. 

Mikey is a doctor with an 
unrealistic work schedule and 
always finds time to hang out 
with his friends and ex-wife.  
        Rating: 3.5 out of 5 stars  

(photo courtesy teenidols4you.com)

Meaghan Sollitto 
Columns Editor

“The Real World,” the 
longest-running reality show 
on MTV, is back for its 29th 
season.

This season’s location is 
San Francisco, California. 
Each season has a different 
and fun location. Past seasons 
have been New Orleans, New 
York, Hawaii and Cancun. The 
premise of the show remains 
the same: eight to 12 people 
are picked randomly to live in a 
house together for four months.

Each person is within the 
age of 18 and 25 years old. As 
well as varying in ages, each 
participant differs in sexuality, 
background, race, or religion 
in order to create tension or 
relationships.

The first episode of every 
season shows the cast members 
getting the call that they have 
been picked to live in the 
house. It then proceeds to show 
them telling their family, them 
packing and then them leaving.

Only seven members were 
picked at the beginning of this 
season to make room for a 
“big twist” coming later. This 
seasons cast members include: 
Arielle Scott, Ashley Mitchell, 
Cory Wharton, Jamie Larson, 
Jay Gotti, Jenny Delich and 
Thomas Buell. 

The first  few days in 
the episode were great and 
everybody was getting along 
and making relationships and 
friendships, except for Mitchell. 

Whenever they went out on 
the town at night she would get 

extremely out of control and 
then be rude and nasty to her 
roommates. After one horrific 
night, she left the house around 
3a.m. and did not return the next 
day. Two days later she called 
the house and asked Gotti if 
he would have the roommates 
vote on whether to let her back 
in or kick her out. They almost 
unanimously had chosen to kick 
her out. 

This season of “The Real 
World” is called “Ex-plosion.” 
This is an extreme twist and 
something different from what 
the show has ever done.

Usually the roommates live 
with one another and no one 
else. However, at the end of 
the first month this season, the 
roommates will go on an off-
grid vacation. 

The roommates were not 
suspicious of this vacation 
because they had figured that 
since Mitchell was gone, the 
producers were bringing in 
a new roommate to live with 
them. However, when they 
return, they will find all of their 
recent exes moved into the 
house ready to live with them 
for the remaining three months.

This twist causes even more 
drama than expected for the 
cast because for the first time in 
“Real World” history, everyone 
in the house was getting along 
before the exes arrived. The 
new roommates create extreme 
tension and threaten to break up 
new relationships.

New ep i sodes  a i r  on 
Wednesday nights at 10 p.m. 

Rating: 5 out of 5 stars

‘Real World’ Back 
 For 29th Season
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Ben Buczek
Entertainment Editor
@benbuczek

Post-punk band Bear 
Hands released their new album 
“Distraction” this month and 
it’s worth taking a listen to.

Bear Hands are from 
Brooklyn, New York and 
they formed while two of its 
members attended Wesleyan 
University. They formed in 
2006 and since then, they’ve 
released two albums and opened 
up for MGMT, Passion Pit, and 
Gza.

“Distraction” is their 
first album since their debut 
album that was released four 
years ago. Since then, the band 
has really made a name for 
themselves through the internet 
and reaching their work all 
around the world.

The album starts steady 
with the song “Moment of 
Silence”. This song is similar 
to a lot of pop music you would 
hear from the 80’s, largely from 
the synth in the song.

This album’s sound can be 
compared to many artists, some 
more clear than other. At first 
it’s almost like you’re listening 
to a mix of Coldplay and Prince. 
When the next song comes on, 
it changes fast and quick. It 
turns into a mix of Cake and 
Red Hot Chili Peppers. Anyone 
can go on and say what each 
song sounds like because each 
is different than the last. They 
sound like U2, The Killers, 

Modest Mouse, MGMT, and 
more. The list can go on forever 
really.

The album’s diversity is 
structured very well and it 
makes this band look impressive 
to say the least. 

This isn’t your average 
band that plays wherever they 
can get a gig; this is a solid 
band that shows true dedication. 
There’s a reason why they’re 
playing with big named bands.

Just like most albums 
lately, the first half of the album 
has the better songs while the 
songs get weaker later on at 
the end of the list. The most 
notable songs on the album are 
“Agora”, “The Bug”, and “Bad 
Friend”. Another good song is 
“Giants”, a song that starts off 
like the previous one before it 
but then turns into something 

Bear Hands Strong On 
New Album ‘Distraction’

(photo courtesy thenychi.com)

Kanye’s ‘Yeezus’ 
Tour Impresses

Ismar Junuzovic
Staff Reporter

Kanye West’s nationwide 
“Yeezus Tour” has officially 
come to an end. Fans have been 
able to absorb the incredible and 
unique performances that the 
show has to offer. 

This is the first solo tour 
that Kanye has done since 2008 
Other Details; this tour had 
Kendrick Lamar opening up for 
most of the tour dates. Having 
an artist with as much charisma 
and popularity as Kendrick 
Lamar was definitely beneficial 
to the entire show.

The stage and set-up for 
the show was incredible. Even 
if someone does not enjoy 
his music, it would be near 
impossible to not be impressed 
with the stage. It was a basic 
concept of three different 
stages; one was a tall mountain, 
a small black bridge and that 
lead to a white triangle in the 
center of the arena. 

The triangle represented 
an iceberg. It allowed all of 
members of the audience to 
view him while he performed 
in a different way every song.

Kanye wore four different 
masks for the majority of the 
show and changed them for 
each album that he performed. 
It provided excitement when 
an actor playing Jesus walked 
out on the stage and took his 
mask off. He is definitely a true 
performer.

It was also thrilling when 
his face is shown. It’s as if 
seeing him is like witnessing a 
legend in front of you.

While many find this and all 
of the details such as the iceberg 
representing him separating 
himself from the mainstream 

completely different. These 
songs really define the band and 
although they sound like other 
artists, they make it into their 
own sound.

The  a lbum a l so  has 
pretty weak songs that are a 
disappointment compared to 
the rest. Songs like “Moment of 
Silence” and “Thought Wrong” 
are pretty weak and boring. 
“Thought Wrong” is painful 
from the very beginning. The 
song is basically a whinny love 
song complaining about how 
a girl doesn’t like him or why 
can’t they love. Something 
dumb like that is not the way for 
people to listen to your songs.

This album is a good car 
CD to have when you’re going 
on a road trip. It has a little bit 
of everything and it satisfies. 

Rating: 3 out of 5 stars

(photo courtesy huffingtonpost.com)

and trying to take other paths 
in life besides rapping, His set 
list definitely makes up for this.

More recent tracks that 
people seem to love such as 
“Bound 2” and even classics 
from his first album including 
“Through The Wire” and “Jesus 
Walks.” 

Each  song  was  done 
completely different from the 
one before. During one stretch, 
the arena was bright red as 
Kanye rapped, and then he 
switched to an emotional song, 
“Coldest Winter,” where he 
sang about his mother passing 
away, and snow actually began 
to fall from the ceiling.

 It all felt precisely placed. 
It felt as if Kanye was in the 
crowd; he was involved with 
the audience. He was constantly 
smiling, looking around simply 
in awe, and was appreciative.

He even made a small 
speech towards the end of the 
show explaining why he had 
been acting obnoxiously the 
past couple of years and he 
made it feel as if you were on 
a personal level with him. He 
even gave the microphone to 
one of the fans in the crowd 
to close out the final song of 
the performance and he was 
smiling the whole time.

Overall, the “Yeezus Tour” 
was an incredible experience. 
The songs were great, the 
stage was great, even the 
sound was fantastic. Kanye 
sounded phenomenal, which 
was a surprise to many people 
because he uses autotune in 
many songs. 

T h e  s h o w  w a s  f u n , 
emotional, uplifting and a great 
time for any music lover.

Rating: 5 out of 5 stars
 

Frank Musante
Staff Reporter

Suicide Silence has released 
a  new a lbum and  DVD 
combo called “Ending Is The 
Beginning: The Mitch Lucker 
Memorial Show.”  The show 
was recorded on December 12, 
2012. 

Mitch Lucker was the 
lead singer in the metal core 
band Suicide Silence. Mitch 
tragically died on November 
1, 2012, at Huntington Beach, 
California in a motorcycle 
accident. Mitch was just 28 
years old. 

In response to the tragic 
death, his band members have 
created the Kenadee Lucker 
Education Fund to help pay for 
his daughters future education 
costs.

The first song “Destruction 
of a Statue” sung by Johnny 
Davey from Job for a Cowboy. 
He did an amazing job with the 
song. “Distorted Thought of 
Addiction” was sung by Greg 
Wilburn and Brook Reves from 
Impending Doom did the song 

“Ending Is the Beginning.”
Danny Worsnop f rom 

Asking Alexandria did the 
song “The Price of Beauty.” 
Danny does a great job and is 
the perfect fit for the song. His 
high screams are spot on.  

Johnny Plague from Winds 
of Plague did a great version 
of the song “No Pity for a 
Coward.”   “Disengage” by 
Cameron Argon was a huge 
surprise. 

Anthoiny Notarmaso from 
After the Burial did a great job 
on the song “Smoke.” 

One of the best performances 
on the album is Tim Lambesis 
from As I Lay Dying does the 
song “Wake Up.” The great part 
is that he does it like Mitch and 
adds an As I Lay Dying twist. 
It is worthy of a praise from 
all fans.

The fans got to hear the new 
singer of Suicide Silence Eddie 
Hermida from All Shall Parish. 
Eddie did “Slave to Substance.” 
He performed the song great 
and will perform the song in a 
way that the fans will be happy 

about.
One of the best parts of the 

show is when Robb Flynn from 
Machine Head did a cover of 
the Black Sabbath song “Die 
Young.” He did a great job and 
put a ton of emotion into it.

M a x  C a v a l e r a  f r o m 
Sepultura and Soulfly did the 
song “Roots Bloody Roots.” 
Even though it was not a Suicide 
Silence song, listeners could tell 
it had a ton of meaning.

The guys in Suicide Silence 
went on the stage and did a 
cover of the Deftones song 
“Engine No.9.” The fans were 
able to hear Mitch’s voice for 
the last time. 

The final song was done 
by Randy Blythe from Lamb 
of God. Randy did “You Only 
Live Once.” 

He was by far great he went 
into the crowd and got the entire 
crowd to sing. He is by far one 
of the best front man who can 
work a crowd. 

Overall, this is a great album 
that is also go to a great cause

Rating: 5 out of 5 stars 

New Metal Album Pays Tribute 
To Late, Great Mitch Lucker
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Carol Phillips
Staff Reporter

“The LEGO Movie” hit 
theatres on February 7. The 
movie stars a LEGO named 
Emmet who is an ordinary guy 
who follows all the rules, until 
someone comes into his life.

In the beginning of the 
movie, Emmet is living his 
normal life, which is dictated 
by strict rules which have to 
be followed.  At the end of 
the work day, Emmet loses his 
instructions on how to live his 
daily life and tries to find them.  
Once he has them, he sees an 
interesting person and decides 
to follow them throughout the 
work site.  

The person led him to 
something that can alter their 
world forever.  With this item, 
he can save the world from 
what is about to happen.  The 
question is, will he be able to 
save the world in time?  Or will 
he be too late?

  This movie is full of action, 
adventure, and a lot of humor.  
Some lines that the LEGOs say 
will leave viewers laughing for 
minutes. Then there are a lot 
of things the LEGOs do that 
don’t make sense, so they leave 
you laughing some more.  For 
example, Morgan Freeman’s 
character, Vitruvius, is blind, 
however somehow knows how 
to run away from the bad guys 
and build things with ease when 
he can’t actually see what he 
is doing.

To  m a k e  t h e  m o v i e 
even better, the graphics are 
incredible. All the elements of 
the movie flow together and 

there are no parts of the movie 
that don’t match up in detail.  

The only downfall about 
the movie is how fast-paced it 
is.  Some parts get confusing 
on what is going on and what 
is going to happen next because 
of the pace.  It’s almost as if by 
laughing at a joke too long part 
of the movie is being missed.

However, the movie is 
overall truly incredible.  It was 
hard to tell the message of the 
movie in the beginning, but 
once viewers saw it in the end, 
it’s a true eye opener.  Also, 
because of how powerful the 
message is, it is amazing how 
even a movie that is meant for 
younger viewers can still have 
such a great message.

For the younger viewers, 
their favorite toy is walking and 
talking.  For the older viewers, 
there’s the one liners that not 
every age would get.  

Overall, any person would 
enjoy the movie, no matter how 
old and how cool they think 
they are.  

Rating: 5 out of 5 stars

‘LEGO Movie’ 
Full Of Laughs

Hope Cupole
Staff Reporter

The action-packed comedy 
“Ride-Along” has audiences 
laughing throughout the entire 
film. 

The movie hit theaters 
January 17 and stars Kevin 
Hart and Ice Cube as the main 
characters. This movie is very 
funny and relatable to many 
people.

Ben (Kevin Hart) is a school 
security guard trying to get 
into the police academy. He 
desperately wants to win over 
his girl friends brother James 
(Ice Cube) and make James 
respect him. When he finally 
gets accepted to the police 
academy he feels as if he can 
measure up to Angela’s brother. 

Ben wants James’ blessing 
to marry Angela. The only way 
James will give Ben his blessing 
is if Ben goes on a ride along 
with him. This means Ben will 
have to live through a day in the 

police force and participate in 
some of James’ daily activities. 
James, who doesn’t want to 
give Ben his blessing, makes 
up mock police situations in 
order to deliberately make Ben 
fail all tests. 

After multiple failures, Ben 
almost gives up until he over 
hears James laughing about Ben 
saying they were all fake. Once 
he finds this out, he decides to 
play James at his own game; 
however, the next situation 
is real and very dangerous. 
He starts making a big scene 
thinking it is all fake but in 
actuality, it’s a massive firearms 
deal that the police have been 
working on for months. This 
is Ben’s final chance to prove 
to James he is worthy to marry 
James’ sister. Will he fail this 
test also or will he prove James 
wrong?

This  movie  was  very 
funny and relatable. In todays 
society, people always feel 

as if they have to measure up 
to a particular standard when 
theywant something and that’s 
just what Kevin Hart had to do 
for James. Also, the acting was 
very good. Kevin Hart is always 
funny and made the audience 
laugh hysterically multiple 
times. Ice Cube was also 
good because he was comical 
and serious which made the 
characters balance out.

The only weak point in this 
movie was that the action parts 
were hard to see. The cameras 
were all over the place, which 
made it hard to keep track of 
everything going on.

This movie is very funny 
and at times crude, so if people 
want a good laugh and some 
crude humor then “Ride Along” 
is the movie to see. 

If people are looking for a 
romance movie or some sappy 
love story this isn’t the movie 
to go to.

Rating: 4.5 out of 5 stars

Hart, Ice Cube Team Up In 
New Comedy ‘Ride Along’

(photo courtesy forbes.com)

“The LEGO Movie” 
is full of action, 
adventure, and 
a lot of humor.  
Some lines that 
the LEGOs say 

will leave viewers 
laughing for 

minutes.

Emma Grace
Staff Reporter

“Gravity” is a 2013 British- 
American 3D science-fiction 
thriller and space drama film. 
Directed, co-writ ten,  co-
produced, and co-edited by  
Alfonso Cuaron. 

Cuaron wrote the screenplay 
with his son and attempted to 
develop the project at Universal 
Studios.

“Gravity” is a movie about 
two  captains, Captain Stone 
(Sandra Bullock) and Captain 
Kowalski (George Clooney), 
who are floating around space 
and trying to get home. 

Stone ends up being the 
only one in space, and then the 
action turns to Bullock the rest 
of the movie. 

The film is set during the 
fictitious space shuttle mission 
STS- 157. Stone is on her first 
mission on the Space Shuttle 
Explorer. She is with astronaut 
Matt Kowalski, who is on his 
final space mission. 

Dr. Stone ends up on the 
International Space Station 
and is unable to reestablish 
communication with Kowalski, 
which means that she is the sole 
survivor.  

A fire forces her to hastily 
make her way to the Soyuz. As 
she is trying to get the capsule 
away from the ISS, a tangled 
parachute tether prevents 
Soyuz from separating from 
the station. 

Stone was going to commit 
suicide by cutting off her 
oxygen, but as she is losing 

consciousness Kowalski shows 
up in the ship and scolds her for 
giving up. 

Stone then realizes that the 
appearance of Kowalski was 
just a hallucination, but that 
gave her strength to keep going 
on with mission.

She restores the oxygen 
and uses the three landing 
rockets to navigate toward 
Tiangong which is rapidly 
deorbiting. Stone ejects herself 
via explosive decompression 
and uses a fire extinguisher as 
a makeshift thruster to travel to 
Tiangong. 

Before landing, Stone hears 
mission control over the radio 
tracking the capsule. It lands in 
a lake but due to dense smoke 

from an electric fire, Stone is 
forced to evacuate form the 
capsule immediately. 

When she opens the capsule 
water rapidly begins to flow into 
the capsule causing it to sink. 
Stone was then  forced to shed 
her clothes and swim ashore 
to safety. 

Although the special effects 
were very good and the movie 
was suspenseful, some parts of 
the movie were boring. 

The fact that the action 
basically only focused on Stone 
was what made it particularly 
boring. 

The special effects were 
also impressive but a little too 
intense at times. 

Rating: 3.5 out of 5 stars

Bullock Stars On Screen 
In Suspenseful ‘Gravity’

(photo courtesy businessinsider.com)



Emily LaLuna 
Staff Reporter

Disney Animation Studios 
yet again produced an amazing 
3-D computer-an imated , 
fantasy-comedy film.

“Frozen” is considered to 
be the best Disney animated 
musical since the studio’s 
renaissance era. 

The movie is loosely based 
on Hans Christian Andersen’s 
fairy tale “The Snow Queen.” 
The story tells the tale of a 
young girl Anna, who is on an 
epic journey with a mountain 
man, his pet reindeer and a 
snowman, to find her estranged 
sister, Elsa, who has trapped the 
kingdom in eternal winter. 

One of the main characters, 
Elsa, has magical powers 
that she doesn’t know how 
to control. Elsa injures her 
younger sister and is afraid that 
she will again. 

Anna marries Prince Hans 
of the Southern Isles. She then 
goes out in search to bring her 
sister back to Arendelle. 

When Anna arrives at 
Elsa’s palace, Elsa becomes 
agitated and freezes Anna’s 
heart. It leads to a fight and 
the ending is definitely semi-
predictable. 

The movie takes place in 
Norway. Several landmarks 
in Norway appear throughout 
the film such as the Akershus 
Fortress in Oslo, the Nidaros 
Cathedral in Trondheim, and 
Bryggen in Bergen.

The cultural influences 
in  the movie come from 
Scandinavian culture as a whole 
and from the indigenous Sámi 
culture of Fennoscandia.

The film was first premiered 
on November 19, 2013, and 
was released to the public on 
November 27, 2013.

To date, it has grossed a 
total of $980 million worldwide. 
$384 million is from the United 
States and Canada. It was the 
19th highest-grossing film, third 
highest-grossing animated film, 
and second highest-grossing 
film of 2013. The film made 

‘Frozen’ Amazes Audiences Of All Ages

Haley McNulty
Staff Reporter

Can one l ife be more 
important than another?

“A Winter’s Tale,” which 
premiered on February 14, 
answers this question in the 
movie adaptation of the novel 
by Mark Helprin.

Set in New York City in 
early 1900s, the movie follows 
the story of a thief and a dying 
woman, and the rivalry between 
angels and demons all the while.

Peter Lake, a thief from an 
early age, is on the run from 
adoptive father Pearly Soames, 
who almost impossibly, keeps 
tracking him down. Little does 
he know that Pearly is really a 
demon; and has the underworld 
working in his favor.

When he meets his horse, 
a miracle worker sent by God, 
the horse points him in the 
right direction - straight to 
Beverly Penn, a dying woman, 
plagued with consumption, or 
tuberculosis. On the brim of 
death, Beverly is already two 
months passed the date doctors 
assumed she would be too ill 
to live.

But when Peter Lake finally 
rids himself of the demons 
on the verge of catching him, 
turmoil occurs, and they are 
closer than ever before.

Following his journey over 
the course of over a hundred 
years, Peter Lake must find 

what miracle he must perform 
in order to retire with the stars.

While  the  movie  was 
incredibly detailed, the plotline 
was very confusing and often 
times hard to keep up with. 
Often times during the movie 
the viewer would need to 
stop and think about what the 
characters are trying to say, but 
thrown into another twist in 
the story.

Even simple things, like 
consumption needed to be 
explained but wasn’t. Even the 
resolution didn’t fully resolve 
the plot, and the viewer might 
not understand how it was 
resolved. 

Aside from this, what little 
graphics were needed were 
poorly brought out. Even scenes 
like a fistfight, which surely 
would have left characters dead, 

$110.6 million its opening 
weekend.

The movie appeals to all 
ages, the box office says kids 
of all ages, and even adults are 
flooding into the theaters to see 
the movie. The movie is set for 
DVD release on March 18th.

Some say it’s the best 
animated film they’ve seen 
all year.

The animation was similar 

to “Tangled” so most enjoyed 
the animation in this film also. 

“Frozen” has received 
many awards since it was put 
into theaters. It won the Golden 
Globe Award for Best Animated 
Feature Film, the BAFTA 
Award for Best Animated Film, 
five Annie Awards, two Critics’ 
Choice Awards, an Academy 
Award, and Satellite Award 
nominations.

The voice cast was made 
up of 16 actors and actresses. 
Kristen Bell as Anna, Idina 
Menzel as Princess Elsa, 
Jonathan Groff as Kristoff, 
Josh Gad as Olaf, and Santino 
Fontana as Hans.

Before “Frozen” was 
released it was promoted heavily 
at Disneyland in California, and 
other Disney locations.

A lesson comes out of 
this Disney movie as do most 
movies that they produce, this 
one is about sisterhood. 

In a movie for young kids 
the idea of having a lesson built 
into it is a good idea. It says 
that sisterhood is about trying 
to protect and help each other. 

In the end, the movie is a 
must see and well worth the 
money.

Rating: 5 out of 5 stars

(photo courtesy imdb.com)

simply left a scratch or a bruise 
here and there. 

The “Miracle Horse,” as 
well, seemed cowardly, and not 
all a messenger of God would 
be expected to be like. Often 
times we witnessed the horse 
fleeing the scene, leaving Peter 
Lake to fend against the demons 
by himself.

Overall, the movie had a 
great idea, but it was simply not 
smoothly developed. Costumes 
were intricate and well made, 
and suited the different time 
periods the movie covered. 
However, the plotline was 
confusing, rocky, and not well 
explained. 

It left the viewer confused 
and still  wondering what 
exactly had happened even 
until the credits. 

Rating: 2.5 out of 5 stars

(photo courtesy moviefone.com)

‘A Winter’s Tale’ Doesn’t 
Translate To The Big Screen

Taylor Loughlin
Staff Reporter

The remake of the 1981 
movie “Endless Love” hit 
theaters on Valentine’s Day. 
Alex Pettyfer and Gabriella 
Wilde play David Elliot and 
Jade Butterfield, the two teens 
in love. Jade has been sheltered 
and not sociable during her high 
school career because the death 
of her older brother a few years 
before. David is a pretty boy 
with a troubled past.

During the beginning of 
the film, Pettyfer talks in a 
voice over about how he’s been 
watching Jade and falling in 
love with her for almost two 
years. As the film goes on, 
the two of them fall in love 
more and more though, the 
movie stays away from the dark 
obsession that was played in the 
original. Director Shana Feste 
definitely wanted to change 
that. She made it more into 
a heartfelt film instead of an 
ominous love story. 

This film has models 
rather than actors playing the 
main roles. Pettyfer and Wilde 
look like they should be in an 
Abercrombie and Fitch catalog 
rather than playing in a major 
movie. Wilde, awkward at most 
times is only playing for her 
looks, and so is Pettyfer. The 
most interesting actor would 
have to be Bruce Greenwood, 
(Hugh Butterfield) who plays 

Jade’s crazy over protective 
father. Hugh is a major part of 
the film because he plays the 
creepy factor of the film that 
was portrayed in the original. 
He does everything in his power 
to keep his daughter and David 
separated. By burning houses, 
ruining his marriage, and 
getting people arrested. 

Some supporting actors are 
Joely Richardson, who plays 
Jade’s mother. Robert Patrick, 
who plays David’s father, and 
Rhys Wakefield, Jade’s brother. 

The star of the film was 
definitely the soundtrack. It 
featured a handful of new artists 
and love songs that fit the movie 
perfectly. Ellie Goulding had 
her song “Explosions” play 
in the trailer of the movie. 
Tracks from the album include 
artists like Franz Ferdinand 
with “Right Action,” and The 
Tallest Man on Earth with 
“Leading Me Now.” 

Throughout the film is 
the theme of never giving up 
on your first love. They were 
faced with many problems from 
Jade’s father not wanting them 
to be together to not being able 
to be together after the summer 
when they both go away to 
college. 

The actors were not fit 
to play the roles, but, left the 
audience wanting more after the 
film was over. 

Rating: 3 out of 5 stars

‘Endless Love’ Not 
As Good As Original
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Richie Dow
Sports Editor
@richieedow
 “The Lone Survivor” 
depicts the true story of a covert 
operation carried out by four 
Navy Seals. 

Mark Wahlberg and Taylor 
Kitsch are centerpieces staring 
as Marcus Luttrell and Michael 
Murphy respectively. Also 
starring are Emile Hirsch as 
Danny Dietz, Ben Foster as 
Matt ‘Axe’ Axelson, Yousef 
Asami as Shan, and Ali Suliman 
as Gulab. The film is based on 
a true story that took place in 
2005. 

Prior  to the movie,  a 
book was written by Marcus 
Lutrell called “Lone Survivor: 
The Eyewitness Account of 
Operation Redwing and the 
Lost Heroes of Seal Team 10.” 

The whole movie takes 
place in Afghanistan. The 
soldiers are planted high in 
the heavily forested Afghan 
mountains. The Seals mission 
is to assassinate a high ranking 
Al-Qaeda official, who in real 
life is Osama Bin Laden. 

The soldiers encompass 
large problems when they 
lose communication with their 
commanders. They soon face 
tough decisions that can’t be 
helped due to this technological 
disadvantage.     

Wandering villagers soon 
encounter the soldiers when 

hiking up the mountains. With 
no communication to base they 
have no guidance as to what 
to do with the villagers. They 
decide to let them go, they erupt 
in a sprint to tell the terrorists 
below. Soon enough Al-Qaeda 
sends hundreds of armed 
militants ready to slaughter the 
troops. A war emerges and it’s 
a fierce battle for the Seals to 
survive.

How wil l  the SEAL’s 
survive? How can they pull of 
the David and Goliath victory 
when they are outnumbered by 
so many solders? 

The special effects and the 
detail of everything that went 
into the film depict a believable 
scene. When one of the soldiers 
are wounded it looks real, the 
blood and all of the wounds 

(photo courtesy moviefone.com)

‘Lone Survivor’ Takes 
Viewers On SEAL Mission

appear to be real.   
The action packed film kept 

the viewers on the edge of their 
seat. All of whom wondering, 
what would the fate of the 
soldiers be?

Although nearly all of the 
soldiers die in combat, the story 
is a feel good tale. It gives the 
viewer a sense of pride in their 
country and can possibly make 
young adults want to enlist in 
the military. 

One negative aspect of the 
film is that most people know 
by the title of the film what is 
going to be the end result. They 
know throughout the film that 
only one of the soldiers will 
survive in the end; however, the 
question still arises “Who will 
be the lone survivor?”

Rating: 5 out of 5 stars

(photo courtesy imdb.com)

Aaron Tejada
Staff Reporter

“After Earth” is a 2013 
film that was produced by M. 
Night Shyamalan, which stars 
Will Smith and his son, Jaden 
Smith. It’s a sci-fi movie that 
came out on May 13, 2013, 
and made roughly around 
$26.5 million at the opening 
box office.  

The movie was about a 
teenager boy, Kitai Raige, 
playing as Jaden, and his fa-
mous father, Cypher, playing 
as Will, trying to survive after 
crash landing on Earth, 1,000 
years after humanity leaves it. 
With Cypher, severely break-
ing both his legs from the 
crash, it’s up to Kitai to re-
trieve back the beacon so he 
could save their lives. 

Although Kitai is just a 
teenage boy, his father will be 
guiding him through his quest 
using a communicator. Father 
and son must learn to work 
together and trust each other 
if they want any chance of re-
turning home. Earth is a dan-
gerous place to be in, where 
everything on the planet has 
evolved to kill humans.

Looking into the acting 
skills of the movie, Will shows 
his great acting skills. He plays 
a great role of a military father 
that is very strict to his son, 
however, he shows off too 
much of a lifeless father. He 
shows off as unrecognizable as 
a monotone, underling drone. 

When the plane crashes, he 
doesn’t even react with panic 
at all. 

He shrugs of the fact that 
both his legs are broken, and 
leaves his son to retrieve the 
beacon. Will is a legendary ac-
tor, and plays a great actor in 
this film, but not really some-
thing the audience would want 
to see him act. After all he is 
the Fresh Prince of Bel Air, not 
the monotone, lifeless father. 

Jaden, too, was not the best 
choice of actor. He struggles to 
show his acting skills in some 
scenes where he is supposed 
to be furious and afraid, after 
a group of monkeys are about 
the fight him. Shyamalan 
should have directed him more 
aggressively to get more out of 
his acting skills. 

Jaden’s performance, all 
furrowed brow and worried 
eyes, gives the audience no 
reason to believe Kitai is made 
of the same tough materials 
as his fathers. Although Jaden 
shows a lack of performance 
on his acting, the audience 
should know that his is only 14 
years old.

In the movie, Cypher says, 
“Fear is not real. It is a prod-
uct of thoughts that you create. 
Don’t not misunderstand me. 
Danger is very real. But fear is 
a choice.”  An interesting con-
cept behind Cypher’s mental-
ity to fear, grabs the audience’s 
attention. 

This revolves around his 
concept of “ghosting”, where 
all his fear is lost and no dan-
ger can harm him. The enemies 
could not  see him because he 
shows no fear.

Rating: 3 out of 5 stars
 

‘After Earth’ 
Movie Falls Flat

Kway Ellison
Staff Reporter

A remake of the 1987 movie 
“Robocop” has recently been 
released. The movie takes 
place in 2028 and is about a 
detective named Alex Murphy, 
who was car-bombed outside 
of his home. However, he was 
brought back to life by the latest 
technology.

The movie was released on 
Valentine’s Day. The original 
movie starred Peter Weller as 
Robocop. This time, its’ Joel 
Kinnaman is behind the armor.

In the movie, the detective’s 
wife Clara (Abbie Cornish) 
consents to the plan of saving 
her husband’s l ife.  Then 
Dr. Dennet Nortman (Garry 
Oldman) begins the process.

Murphy’s brain is being 
controlled by nightly doses 
of nutrients. The detective, 
however, is not completely 
electronic, until an overdose 
of dopamine is put in with 
the nutrients to keep his brain 
functional; this ultimately 
removes his emotions. This 
transforms Murphy into a 

complete machine.
This process also leaves the 

detective with problems that 
most men would never have 
to endure in life, but it turns 
him into an effective a crime 
fighting weapon.

Even  though  Murphy 
endures many tragedies and 
struggles through the course of 
the movie, there are parts in the 
movie that are hilarious. Those 
parts of the movie even out the 
emotions, and make “Robocop” 
entertaining and enjoyable to 
watch.

The movie is rated PG-13; 
however, due to some of the 

violent action scenes that are 
included in the movie, allowing 
younger children to watch 
“Robocop” may not be the best 
idea.

T h e  m o v i e  i s  v e r y 
entertaining and at some parts, 
it will definitely leave audience 
on the edges of its seat. The 
movie is pretty much the same 
as the original film despite a 
few minor updates so it won’t 
offend too many fans of the 
1987 version. There is plenty of 
action and an interesting story 
line that stars more talented 
actors such as Michael Keaton, 
Jackie Earle Haley, Jennifer 
Ehle, and Jay Baruchel.

The movie catches the 
viewer’s attention during every 
action sequence. It definitely 
won’t leave people falling 
asleep in the theatre.

“Robocop”  has  much 
to offer to the viewers who 
adored the first movie and 
a new experience for those 
who haven’t seen it. It looks 
at technology in a new and 
interesting point of view.

Rating: 4 out of 5 stars

Latest ‘Robocop’  Edition 
Stacks Up To Original 

“Robocop” has 
much to offer to the 
viewers who adored 
the first movie and 
a new experience 

for those who 
haven’t seen it.



Nicole Macchio
Staff Reporter

In 79 A.D. in the ancient city 
of Pompeii, citizens go about 
their daily lives. Unknown to 
them Mount Vesuvius will erupt 
and cause mass destruction to 
their home and livelihood. The 
story follows a young man who 
at a young age lost his people 
and family to the romans, who 
in turn, made him a slave. Now 
a gladiator in Pompeii, Milo 
falls for Cassia a woman who 
her father promised to a Roman 
senator. To save her from the 
mountain and the senator, Milo 
fights his way out of the arena.

For history buffs intent on 
watching this film, they should 
be satisfied. Other than one 
or two minor errors, the story 
followed all facts known about 
what happened in Pompeii. For 
instance there were no fiery 
bombs cascading down from 
Mount Vesuvius. Most other 
facts were accurate to the time 
period and what the remains 
of the city looked like. The 
animation in the scenes where 
they were, were below par. 

The film required the help 
of special effects that were 
fairly good throughout the film. 
However, there were times 
when they overpowered the 
actors and felt strange in the 
sequence it was in. Atticus, the 
gladiator who befriended Milo, 
went ahead to find a boat for 
him and his friend to leave on. 

But a huge tidal wave swirled 
up and drowned the harbor. 
The effects used to make it look 
strange and out of place in the 
fiery debris raining down from 
the mountain. 

Kit Harington plays Milo, 
who was taken as a Roman 
slave as a young boy and taught 
nothing but to be a gladiator. He 
was used for the entertainment 
of the people, on his way to 
Pompeii he meets Cassia and is 
instantly taken with her beauty. 
He is a brave and thoughtful 

man that is treated like dirt 
and has seen so much death. 
Harington’s roles in “Game 
of Thrones,” and “Silent Hill” 
have certainly helped him 
prepare for this movie. 

T h e  p r e v i o u s  w o r k 
prepared Harington to portray 
the vengeful yet kind man 
forced to kill people everyday. 
He wants revenge from the man 
who killed his parents before his 
eyes and left him for dead, but 
he is still kind and does what is 
good for others. Harington was 

‘Pompeii’ Movie Full Of Action, Adventure

able to do this well and make 
the character realistic.

Emily Browning plays 
Cassia a spirited and beautiful 
daughter of the rich merchant 
in Pompeii. When she first sees 
Milo, she is surprised by his 
kindness and strength falling for 
him immediately. She starred 
in “Sucker Punch”, “Lemony 
Snicket”, and “The Uninvited.” 
Browning was successful in 
playing a stubborn, tough, 
brave woman who isn’t afraid 
to speak her mind and wants the 

best for people.
In the film, some of the 

most significant figures were 
Milo, Cassia, and Atticus. 
Harington played Milo, the 
boy who wanted finally be 
free of Romans who murdered 
his family, beautifully. Atticus 
played by Adewale Akinnuoye-
Agbaje, was also an important 
character. Meant to win his 
last fight granting him freedom 
Atticus was meant to fight 
Milo. The two become unlikely 
friends and go into the arena 
expecting the other to die. He is 
hopeful and confident and helps 
Milo in many different ways. 

The act ion-adventure 
drama, was packed full of 
fighting and excitement. It 
showed the intense and horrible 
destruction of the once beautiful 
civilization of Pompeii, and the 
way life might have been before 
the eruption.

Rating: 3 out of 5 stars

(photo courtesy hollywoodreporter.com)

 The movie showed 
the intense and 

horrible destruction 
of the once beautiful 

civilization of 
Pompeii, and the 

way life might have 
been before the 

eruption.
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Stop & Smell The Roses: 
Spring Is In The Air...

What’s In Your iPod?
Teacher: Mr. Batson

Senior: Mike Vaccaro
1. Otherside - 

Red Hot Chili Peppers
2. E.T. - Katy Perry

3. Houdini - Foster the People
4. Knee Socks - Arctic Monkeys

5. Treehome 95 - 
Tyler, The Creator

Junior: Maren Sanchez

(photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto)

(photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto) 

(photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto)

Senior: Ben Buczek
1. Bad Friend - Bear Hands

2. Nobody’s Perfect - 
Hannah Montana

3. Enter the Ninja - Die Antwoord
4. Dark Horse - 

Katy Perry feat. Juicy J
5. Roses - Outkast (photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto)

1. Another Me - The Cab
2. Between Two Lungs - 

Florence and the Machine
3. Dust Bowl Dance - 
Mumford and Sons

4. Happiness - 
Jonas Sees In Color

1. Call Me Maybe - 
Carly Rae Jepson

2. I Will Always Love You - 
Whitney Houston

3. Friday - Rebecca Black
4. MMM Bop - Hanson
5. Barbie Girl - AQUA 

THE ADVOCATE
ONLINE EDITION

jlawadvocate.wordpress.com

Megan Fitzsimons
Columns Editor
@meganfitzsimons

Ah, March. Spring is 
around the corner which 
means so is warm weather, 
college decisions, and big 
school dances. 

One of the greatest 
feelings for seniors is deciding 
what college they want to 
attend. All the acceptances 
can become overwhelming 
for some, but others had their 
dream school already picked 
out. Many students have to 
choose their school based on 
money. No matter how you 
decide where to go, you will 
still get all the experiences 
college can offer. 

For those who aren’t 
ready to leave high school, 
don’t worry, there are still three 
months left and counting. The 
snow days are adding up and 
even though it’s starting to get 
warmer out New England’s 
weather can be extremely 
unexpected. Who knows, 
maybe this year will be like 
last and school will continue 
till the end of June! Let’s 
hope not. The groundhog may 
not always be right; spring 
could be coming sooner than 
we thought. You know what 
that means? Warm weather 
and daydreaming of being at 

the beach instead of sitting at 
your desk. Let’s all remember, 
though, that whether you’re a 
freshman or a senior, college 
does not like when you slack 
off. They see everything, so 
save your slacking for things 
outside of school. 

As exciting as college 
acceptances and warm weather 
are, there are many other 
exciting happenings going 
on soon at Law. Prom season 
is the best part of junior year. 
Finding the perfect dress, the 
perfect hair and make-up, and 
the perfect date!. It’s a lot to 
prepare for, but prom is a night 
that you will remember for the 
rest of your life so do what you 
need to make it an absolutely 
perfect night. Then there’s Ring 
Banquet, the sophomores’ first 
dance that’s strictly for their 
class. It’s an exciting thing but 
the best part is definitely being 
able to see your ring all put 
together and made perfectly the 

way you wanted. (Just try not 
to lose the ring; parents don’t 
like that very much.) Your class 
ring is one of the few things 
besides a yearbook and varsity 
jacket that will make you 
remember high school. It’s the 
little things that mean the most. 

And for the seniors, 
its’s almost Cotillion time. 
There’s no need to overdo it 
this year and go poor between 
hair, makeup, and a dress. 
Cotillion is really just one of 
the last times to dress up and 
celebrate all the good times 
of high school. It’s a time to 
get together with your friends 
and classmates and enjoy the 
last few months you all have 
together before college and the 
real world. So seniors, don’t 
skip out on cotillion because 
you don’t feel like going. 
Between cotillion, Class Night, 
and graduation, there are not 
many more times to spend time 
with your whole class. 

The year is going by faster 
than we all expected. Let’s 
take in all the good times and 
let go of the bad times. Seniors 
are getting ready to leave and 
the freshmen are just getting 
comfortable. Embrace the 
warm weather, get excited for 
college, and buy your tickets 
for a dance, but don’t forget to 
stop and smell the roses. 

The year is going 
by faster than we 

all expected. 
Let’s take in all the 
good times and let 
go of the bad times. 
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Annalyse
DeLucca

What’s APPening?: 5 Apps To Download Now

Writings From 111B:
“On Valentine’s Day,     

I Plan To...”

 Megan Fitzsimons
Columns Editor
@meganfitzsimons

“What’s hAPPening?” is a 
monthly column that reviews 
the hottest, most popular, and 
newest apps that are out there 
for the iPod touch, iPhone, and 
iPad. Each month, it will have 
five different apps that have 
the highest ratings or have just 
recently come out.

***
Evil Apples

Remember your favorite 
childhood game, Apples to 
Apples? Well now there’s Evil 
Apples, a more mature version. 

Evil Apples is a hilarious 
card game which is now the 
number one word and card 
game in the U.S.

You need at least three 
people to play. You can either 
play with random people or 
invite your friends. Players 
can send friends a text or put 
it on Twitter for any of their 
followers to join their game!

There is a red card shown 
to all the players and they have 
to choose which of their white 
cards is the funniest to fill in the 
blank. The judge of that round 
then chooses the funniest white 
card and who ever put that card 
in wins the round. 

There are 500 white cards 
and 200 red cards. The game 
will never get boring!

Flying Cyrus: 
Wrecking Ball

Now that Flappy Bird got 
so much attention that it was 
taken off the app store, there 
is an absurd amount of copycat 
games. Flying Cyrus is one of 
them. 

Players tap the screen and 
try to get the object, in this 
case the Miley Cyrus head, 
between obstacles. 

The goal is to try to get 
seven medals: green, blue, 
purple, red, bronze (which 
is hard), silver (which is 
very hard), and gold (which 
is insanely hard). The more 

obstacles you get through the 
better medal you get. 

All the games are basically 
the same. There all extremely 
addicting and hard. 

Push Panic
This exciting and colorful 

puzzle game is back.
Users tap the blocks to blast 

combinations off the screen 
before the pile reaches the red 
panic bar and topples over. The 
more blocks of the same kind 
that you get rid of, the more 
points you get. 

Panic Push has 75 intense 
levels; each of the four 
exhilarating game modes 
introduces explosive new 
challenges. 

This addicting game has 
many ways to play: Classic 
Panic involves tapping the 
blocks before they pile up over 
the red panic line. But watch 
out! There is a limit of blocks 
you can remove in each level. 
In Score Panic, gamers should 
get ready for an endless Panic 

Push experience. You need to 
get the highest score possible 
before the blocks reach the 
top of the screen. In Color 
Panic mode, if there are more 
than eight blocks of the same 
color on the screen at once 
the game is over, so watch 
out as your colors pile up. In 
Time Panic mode, you only 
get 180 seconds to try and get 
the highest score possible as 
you compete against the world 
with game center!

Timehop
Timehop helps you 

celebrate the best moments 
of the past year with all your 
friends. What were you doing 
a year ago today? Two years 
ago today? Three years ago 
today? TimeHop can tell you. 

Whatever you tweeted, 
Instagramed, or Facebooked 
on this day in the past, Timehop 
shows you. 

This app forces you to go 
on daily because you can only 
see what you did on that date 

in the past. 
You’ll quickly fall in love 

with checking your Timehop 
daily. 

Heads Up!
The New York Times 

calls this app a “sensation.” 
Cosmopolitan said, it “will be 
the best dollar you’ve spent.” 

From singing to naming 
celebrities to silly accents, you 
try to guess the word that’s on 
your head from the clues of 
your friends before time runs 
out.

You can play any of the 
fun, exciting categories or 
even create your own. You 
can play with one friend or 
hundreds of friends at once. 
Diverse categories let you 
challenge all your friends and 
keep everyone entertained for 
hours. There are 18 themed 
decks packed to the brim 
with exciting gameplay cards. 
The decks include celebrities, 
movies, animals, accents, 
characters, and lots more.

Hayley Sanchez
News Editor

In this new monthly 
column, students with dis-
abilities at Jonathan Law 
High School will write 
about what they do during 
or after school.

This month’s responses 
are about Valentine’s Day.

***
Robert Daniels

“Tell my dad thank you 
for taking me to the hockey 
games at the Milford Ice 
Pavilion and help my mom 
make dinner.”

***
John Corsa

“Buy a special dinner to 
make for my mom and tell 
her how much I love her.”

***
Bill Hayden

“Buy my mom and dad 
lunch and make them a 
card.”

***
Luigi DeCastro 

“Make  a  ca rd  fo r 
everybody and tell my 
mom I love her and make 
my bed.”

***
Jennifer Gill

“Tell my mom and dad 
that I love them, make my 
bed, and buy my mom a 
teddy bear.”

***
Edwin Gonzales

“Buy candy for my 
mom and dad and tell them 
I love them.”

***
Nicole Poulin

“Tell mom and dad 
thank you for everything 
they do.”

***
Kristin Connolly

“Tell dad I love him and 
thank him for everything  
that he has done for me.”
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I’m A Freshman...Again?:
The Life Of A College Freshman From The Eyes Of A Law Graduate

Bryan Creevy
Alumni Columnist

In a college full of frats and 
sororities, insane homework, 
and somewhat decent meals, 
Bryan Creevy – that’s me – and 
The Advocate will try to do 
the impossible: create a guide 
to help you survive college! 
This is Bryan Creevy’s College 
Survival Guide. (Results may 
vary).

                ***
I’m back on campus at 

Southern New Hampshire 
University in the new year, and 
my semester is already halfway 
over, and throughout these two 
months living the campus life, 
I’ve had my fair share of new 
problems and experiences. In 
this issue, I’d like to bring up 
two important topics among 
colleges: campus resources 
and getting involved.

In your first year of your 
college career and even in the 
years after, you’re going to 
have moments when you need 
help from the campus to help 
you resolve an issue or to assist 
you in your studies. At first, 
you may not know where to go 
to help you with your problem, 
but know that somewhere on 
your campus, there is more 
than likely a group or resource 
that you can benefit from. 

One resource that every 
college has to have is a 
Learning Center or some 
variation of it. This place is a 
must if you need to keep up 
your grades for a scholarship 
or to just stay on campus. 
Here, you can use a variety 
of plans offered to you to 
help you keep up your studies 
throughout the school year. 
Not all colleges will have both 
of these, but at SNHU we have 
Mentors and Tutors within the 
Learning Center. These two 
paid positions are given to 
students on campus who have 
a knack in certain subjects 
and areas. Mentors are there 
to help those who need help 
adjusting to a college student’s 
life or just with balancing their 

lives. Tutors are students who 
are assigned to give separate 
sessions outside the classroom 
to those who are struggling in 
a certain subject. Both mentors 
and tutors are great jobs to start 
off with during your freshman 
year if you think you’re 
qualified, and are great assets 
available to all students of the 
school. 

Another office that all 
schools should have is the 
Academic Advising Office. 
Here resides all the Academic 
Advisors that are assigned to 
each student enlisted at the 
school. They are here to help 
students throughout the year 
with any academic issues 
they may experience, and to 
help guide them to make good 
choices toward their major 
throughout all four years. The 
first year, students are given a 
freshman advisor, but once a 
student becomes a sophomore, 
they are reassigned to an 
advisor specifically for their 
major. Students aren’t required 
to meet with their Academic 
Advisor but are advised to set 

up a meeting with them at least 
twice a semester. 

Though the name varies 
from college to college, every 
university has a version of 
SNHU’s One Stop. One 
Stop deals with everything 
and anything regarding your 
finances in every year of 
college. Tuition is paid to One 
Stop, FAFSA changes are dealt 
through One Stop, scholarships 
and financial aid are discussed 
here, and anything else that 
you may need regarding your 
money and your college. 
Unlike the other two resources, 
this office is required of all 
students to deal with every 
single year, so it’s good to 
be familiarized with it and 
its location on campus. Your 
parents can’t always be there 
to deal with the money for 
you, and some of you may be 
going in without help from 
your family at all, so One Stop 
is a must for all of you and is 
a great place to get some real 
life experience. Since you’d be 
handling the money, it’s a great 
place to gain some financial 

responsibility. 
Though there are plenty 

more resources throughout 
the campus like the Wellness 
Center (Nurse’s Office), school 
store, and Technical Support, 
those are the biggest in my 
mind and are a must-know 
for all of you. Moving away 
from them, I’d like to let you 
know about getting yourself 
involved around your campus. 
As an Honors Student at my 
college, it’s required of me to 
stay involved around campus. 
If you are thinking of enrolling 
in your school’s honors 
program or even if you’re 
just planning to go there, I 
cannot stress the importance 
of involving yourself in school 
activities. There are dozens 
of events that take place 
frequently throughout the 
entire school year. Whether it’s 
a school based event of a club, 
involvement isn’t as tough as it 
seems and isn’t as boring as it 
may sound. 

If you thought Jonathan 
Law has a lot of clubs, just wait 
until you attend a university. 

Gaming Club (my favorite), 
Soccer Club, Outing Club, 
Public Speakers Club, Anime 
Club, Game Design Club, 
Diversity Club, Catholic Club, 
School Newspaper, etc. There 
is literally a club for everyone, 
and even if you are the rare case 
in which your favorite things 
aren’t listed as a club, you have 
the option of creating your own 
and socializing with others 
with your likes and hobbies. 
Clubs usually meet weekly at a 
set time. Sometimes, the club’s 
time conflicts with a class or 
your sleep (like my school’s 
Soccer Club meeting at 
12a.m.), so it’s impossible for 
you to attend the meetings, but 
it doesn’t mean that you can’t 
still be active with the group’s 
members during better hours. 

Universities host events all 
throughout the year for students 
to participate in. My favorite so 
far was Homecoming Weekend 
where my family was able to 
come up for a weekend and do 
activities with me like a run, an 
obstacle course, and a bonfire. 
Other events include concerts, 
comedian shows, Open Mics, 
and much more. There is a good 
chance that your school will 
host something that interests 
you, so it is well worth your 
time to take part in it.

Though college seems 
intimidating, as a student who 
has survived three fourths of 
my freshman year, I can tell you 
that it’s not as bad as it seems. 
I’ve been somewhat active at 
my campus participating in 
clubs when I have the time and 
attending school events when I 
see fit. 

Extracurricular activities 
aren’t required of you, but they 
definitely add to the college 
experience, and you meet a lot 
of great people. Being active 
throughout your years with 
clubs, events, and by using 
your campus resources are a 
great way to add memories to 
your college years and help 
ease the stress as the weeks go 
by.

Law alum Bryan Creevy talks to a freshman admissions counselor about school. 
(photo courtesy Jesiree Carrera)
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Girls Basketball Just 
Misses State Tournament 

The Law girls basketball team won seven games this year, including 
two wins over Foran.  (photo courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)

Colleen Bogucki
Staff Reporter
@cvbogucki

Jonathan Law girls 
basketball team recently 
finished off their season with a 
record of 7-13. 

The girls were one game 
short of the state tournament, 
losing their final game against 
Hand 56-42. 

“Even though we didn’t 
make states, we won some 
really hard games,” said senior 
captain Kira Topalian. “It 
was an awesome feeling to 
beat Hillhouse and to sweep 
Foran.”

The Eagles’ most proud 
moment was when they blew 
out Foran on February 1. They 
beat the Lions 58-21.

“It was absolutely 
amazing beating Foran,” said 
sophomore guard Kailee 
Frank. “It was great to finally 
be able to finally say that we 
ran this town.”

Aside from Foran and 
Hillhouse, the girls were able 
to beat Shelton (48-41), Wilbur 
Cross (49-27), Branford (52-
34), and Guilford (59-50). 

First-year coach Mr. 
Young was generally pleased 
with the girls’ season. They 
finished tied for second in their 
division with a record of 4-4.

“We were a very young 
team but we were able to 
do extremely well in our 
division,” said Young. “I look 
forward to improvements next 
year.”

The Eagles will miss their 
four graduating seniors: Jenna 
Bernard, Lianne Maynard, 

Danielle Nantel, and Topalian. 
“I am going to miss how 

the [the seniors] worked hard 
all the time and pushed me to 
do the same,” said sophomore 
Laura Dulin. 

The team extended far 
beyond just the court and that’s 
what they think got them so 
far. 

“I loved this year because 
we were one team, not just five 
players,” said Bernard. “It was 
great being so close with all 
the girls.”

The seniors were especially 
sad to be leaving this year 
after four years of playing. 
For many it was their last high 
school sport. 

“I’ll miss my teammates 
and coaches so much,” said 
Topalian. “There’s no feeling 
like getting out on the court 
with my basketball family 
especially with the awesome 
student support.”

Even with 10 months to go, 
many of the girls are already 
preparing for next year’s 
season. 

“Next year I want to make 
states and SCCs,” said Frank. 
“We really want to be first in 
the division, too.”

With the loss of the seniors 
the team is even more heavily 
dependent on the current 
sophomore class, which 
includes Dulin, Frank, Erin 
Saley, and Jess Centore. 

They hope to prove 
themselves next year and come 
back even stronger.  

“If we stay focused and 
supportive and continue 
to improve our skills and 
basketball IQ, then we will be 
successful,” said Young. 

The team has aspirations of 
making states next year. 

They will need just one 
more win than they got this 
year.

Boys Basketball 
Makes Strides

Richie Dow
Sports Editor

The Law boys basketball 
team recently finished its season 
with a record of 2-18. 

While their win total wasn’t 
as high as they would have 
liked, the team believes it is 
headed in  right direction. In the 
past two seasons, the Lawmen 
have won five games. In the two 
years prior, they had a 35-game 
losing streak.

“I know it looks like we 
had a pretty bad year on paper,” 
sophomore Evan Carollo 
said. “But we’ve started the 
rebuilding process and can only 
get better.”

Their wins came against 
Lyman Hall on December 30 by 
a score of 52-50 and on January 
29 against Amistad Academy 
65-62. 

“When we won those games 
the feeling was so surreal,” 
senior Matt Cadrin said.

The team graduates five 
seniors. They are Kevin Wall, 
Ryan Siddall, Louis Birks, 
Austin Abe, and Cadrin. 

As the team looks to the 
future, the sophomore class 
looks very promising. That 
loaded class includes Evan 
Carollo, Justin McFadden, 
Matt Marino, and Nolan 
Beardsley.     

“We feel as the experience 
that we got this year at the 
varsity level will help us a lot,” 
Carollo said. 

“When our time comes as 
seniors I feel like we have good 
potential to be a good basketball 
team.”

The team also hosted their 
first annual alumni game this 
year. Many alumni showed up 
to relive the glory days of being 
on the court as a Law basketball 
player. 

“It was a good experience 
to host,” Wall said. “I hope one 
day to participate in it if it’s still 
around.”

 It would have been really 
easy to pack in the bags and 
turn into a selfish team, but they 
managed to stay a tight-knit 
team throughout the season. 
They thought of themselves as 
not just a team but more of a 
second family. 

“Every time I stepped 
onto the court I felt as if I 
was stepping onto it with my 
brothers,” Abe said. “Even 
though the season is over, I still 
have that bond with some of my 
teammates. 

The team had a philosophy 
of not making excuses or 
pointing fingers.

“We knew what we were, 
and didn’t try to be that team 
that rolled over and died after a 
loss,” Siddall said. 

“We tried to not get too high 
or too low whether or not we 
won or lost.” 

One goal that remains 
constant for the boys basketball 
team qualify for the state 
tournament. 

Although it didn’t happen 
this year, the upcoming years 
look promising for the Lawmen 
in their quest to accomplish a 
feat that hasn’t been done by 
Law boys basketball team in 
many years.
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Bonetti Leads Lancers 
To SCC Title Game 

Law senior Brooke Bonetti was the starting 
goalie this season for the ND-Fairfield       

Co-op girls hockey team. Bonetti helped lead 
the Lancers all the way to the SCC 
Division II Championship Game.  

(photo courtesy ctpost.com)

Indians Have Eye 
On State Title

Kayla Patrick
Staff Reporter

This year the Milford 
Indians are showing off their 
skills on the ice.

The Milford Indians are a 
combined team of boy students 
from Platt Tech, Foran, and 
Law.

This year’s team finished 
the regular season with a 
record of 11-8-1. Three senior 
captains from Foran - Zach 
White, Ben Lavallee, and Will 
Vitelli - are known to be very 
talented and great leaders.

“The team’s goals this 
year are to qualify for the 
SCCs and do well in the state 
tournament,” Law junior 
Charles Knights said.  

The Indians recently 
qualified for states. The 
boys are working hard to be 
prepared for the tournament.

“We are preparing by 
practicing hard every day 
and competing hard with our 
tough schedule which prepares 
us physically and mentally,” 
junior Brady Dennigan said.

The Indains’ captains 
are a huge contribution to 
the success on the ice. They 
were mentioned as the team’s 
most valuable players along 
with junior Jared Butts from 
Law and junior Jonathan 
DePascale, who is the team’s 
top defenseman. 

This year’s freshman class 
has also contributed to the 

team’s success.
“The freshmen coming in 

are very talented and the talent 
shows as one of our freshmen 
plays second line varsity,” 
Knights said. 

Hockey is filled with 
aggression and team work and 
it’s shown for the Indians on 
the ice. 

“I like the chemistry we 
built with one another and 
being able to become close 
with friends from Foran and 
Platt,” Dennigan said. 

Members of the team said 
that they have to be a close 
team in order to be successful 
on the ice.

“On the ice we are one 
big family and we always 
encourage a teammate to 
succeed and off the ice we are 
close as we hangout outside 
of hockey as well,” Dennigan 
said.

Led by the seniors, which 
includes Law senior Dylan 
Hallett, the varsity team is 
full of great role models. They 
are very helpful to the junior 
varsity team.

“We look up to the varsity 
team,” sophomore Thomas 
Cicarelli said. “They are very 
helpful and we learn a lot from 
them.”

The team is hoping to 
make a serious run in the state 
tournament. They have the 
potential to have a home states 
game.

Law Wrestling Wraps Up 
Season On Strong Note

Stephanie Cameron
Sports Editor

The Jonathan Law 
wrestling program earned its 
525th win and finished 17-17 
this season. 

The team was led by 
Seniors Kurt Holden, Philip 
Manes, and Mark Bluemer. 

“It was an honor to even be 
a part of the team; furthermore, 
being a captain,” Holden said. 
“Very few can say that they 
were a leader for the most 
historically winning team at 
law, even Milford for that 
matter.” 

The three captains and 
other seniors had an influence 
on every teammate this year.

“I will miss our seniors 
because they are the heart and 
soul of this team,” sophomore 
Devin Bannon said. “It will 
not be the same without them 
next year.” 

Along with a successful 
regular season, Law hosted the 
Class M state tournament this 
year.

“A  highlight of the 
season was definitely hosting 
the class M state championship 
tournament,” junior Max 
German said. “The entire 
team enjoys competing at our 
home.” 

Wrestling teaches athletes 
not only to work hard at 
practice, but to work hard in 
every aspect of their lives.

“Wrestling has taught 
me the value of hard work,” 
senior Pierce Holvek said. 
“Wrestling is a sport where, 
if you aren’t willing to work 
hard, you aren’t going to be 
successful.”

In order to prepare for next 
season, the wrestling program 
will be holding an open mat 
night once a week and opening 
their own off season program 
to get more wrestlers involved 
from this side of town.

“I can’t wait to start 
preparing for next season with 
my teammates,” Bannon said. 
“We all plan on working hard 
together this summer.” 

Although the wrestling 
program will be losing a 
handful of seniors, they are 
confident next year will be 
another successful year. 

“Next year we will 
definitely miss our seniors,” 
assistant coach Mr. Ruzbarsky 
said. “We should be about 
the same or even a little bit 
better because we have a good 
amount of returners.” 

Seven seniors will be 
missed from the program, but 
they all have special memories 
from competing for Law. 

“Law wrestling had and 
will continue to hold a special 
place in my heart,” Holden 
said. “I’ll miss it because it’s 
something I put a lot of time 
and effort into and grew a 
strong passion for.”

This season, Holden 
bumped up a weight class 
during the Foran meet, went 
into sudden death overtime, 
and won for his team. 

The friendships and 
memories made this wrestling 
season will not be forgotten by 
any senior. 

“We are one big family,” 
Holvek said. “I’m going 
to miss my teammates and 
coaches next year.”

Senior Mark Bluemer takes on an opponent. 
(photo courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)
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Salles Concludes 
Swimming Career   
Ryan Axtell
Staff Reporter

  As the Jonathan Law boys 
swim team wraps up its 2014 
campaign, several seniors will 
have their swim careers come 
to a close.

Among this group of 
seniors is Gabe Salles, one of 
the most important leaders on 
the team. Salles is a captain 
of the swim team and plays a 
vital leadership position on the 
team.

In his final year, Salles tried 
to do a good job of welcoming 
new team members as well 
as staying close with other 
experienced teammates. 

“Since this is my first year 
being a part of the swim team, 
I was kind of nervous about 
whether or not I would like 
it,” said senior Dean Bibens. 
“Gabe’s good humor and 
attitude helped make my first 
and last year very enjoyable 
and I definitely won’t forget 
it.”

The team’s final meet 
was held on February 26 at 
the Foran pool against Foran.  
Salles went out with a bang 
by winning the 100 meter 
breaststroke. Senior Chris 
Mercaldo also won his 100 
meter backstroke event.

“To be able to win in the 
final meet along with Gabe is 
something special,” Mercaldo 
said. “I think it’s really fitting 
that that’s how our last meet 
went. Even though we didn’t 
have a great record, everyone 
on the team had plenty of fun 
and Gabe is a big reason for 
that.”

Despite not winning any 
dual meets, Salles and the rest 
of the seniors could not have 
asked for a more fun final year 
with the team. 

“One of the most important 
things to take away from our 
season is that many of us 
have beaten our own previous 
individual times,” Salles said. 
“This shows that we really 
improved which is a huge 
accomplishment for all of us.”

As for Salles’ personal 
accomplishments from this 
year, he was able to qualify 
for SCCs as well as beat his 
own personal backstroke time 
he set sophomore year. Going 
into the season, these were two 
things Salles looked forward to 
accomplishing most.  

Salles said he will miss 
the swim team atmosphere the 
most.

“The environment is what 
I’ll miss the most,” Salles said. 

Boys Swim Team Sets 
Many Personal Bests

Gabe Salles swims the breaststroke. (photo courtsey Rostrum Yearbook)

Laura Gonzalez
Staff Reporter

The Law boys swim team 
ended its season with the trilling 
Foran meet.

The team is sad that the 
season has ended. Although 
they had no wins this season, 
they made great improvements 
individually and as a team. 

“I definitely think they’ve 
made great progress,” said head 
coach Miss Rosner. “They had 
a lot of best times this season, 
and everyone dropped times, so 
I’m really proud.”

Rosner also said she thought 
this year’s captains, Joshua 
Paton, Gabriel Salles, Jacque 
Jalaf, and Chris Mercaldo, 
were the best captains they’ve 
ever had. 

They were true role models 
for the boys and always took 
initiative in helping the boys 
out, and the captains say they 
loved being able to help.

“It’s nice to have kids 
look up to you and be able 
to share your experience and 
knowledge with kids who will 
eventually keep passing it on,” 
said Mercaldo.

The whole team appreciates 
the captains and upperclassmen 
that have lead and will wish 
them farewell on this their last 
year. 

“I’d l ike to keep our 
seniors for another year,” said 
sophomore Colby Brennan. 
“They are doing really well 
and they’ve been improving the 
entire time and they’ve been so 
helpful.”

Overall, the boys feel good 
about this season and all the 
improvements made through 
hard work. 

Their primary goal for the 
season was improving their 

times and making SSCs and 
with most of the team making 
SSCs it’s safe to say they had a 
successful season. 

“We’re not the best team 
in the conference, but I can 
honestly say that we always try 
our best, and try our hardest at 
practice, while trying to have 
fun at the same time,” Salles 
said.

The team wants to keep 
working hard and wants to 
improve their times even more 
next season. That goal that 
doesn’t seem too far off with 
the promising freshmen and 
sophomores that have joined 
th e team.

“At first I was very shy, but 
when I started opening up to 
everyone they were very nice,” 
said freshman Sean Ancheta. 
“Swim was very fun, I will 
definitely do it next year.”

The team also hopes to get 
new members, especially from 
the incoming freshman class.

“I think there are talented 
people out there who just don’t 
think they can swim, but a lot 
of people that joined the team 
this year they really didn’t think 
they’d be that good, but they 

are actually doing pretty well,” 
said Mercaldo. “I think people 
should just try it.”

The team’s last meet was a 
home meet against cross town 
rival Foran on February 28th. 

There were many winners 
in there certain events including 
Chris Mercaldo in the 100m 
backstroke, Gabe Salles in 
the 100m breaststoke, and the 
400m freestyle relay made up of 
Colby Brennan, Jalaf, Almar 
Almidani, and Kevin Keramis. 

Although the boys swim 
team is starting to turn the 
program around, they are always 
looking for more swimmers. 
They are graduating five key 
seniors.  

Next year, Rosner aims to 
gather up more swimmerts to 
break more school records and 
qualify for states and SCC meet. 
A goal for  the team is to win a 
meet as a team.

“The things I will miss the 
most are all of the memories 
that I made with my teamates 
and the bonding among us,” 
said Salles. remember most are 
swimming with my  friends 
and making memories with my 
team,” said Salles. 

Cheerleaders Place 1st At NECA
On Saturday, March 2, the Law cheerleading team placed first in 

the Large Varsity Advanced Division at the NECA 
Championships in East Haven, CT. (Photo courtesy Bonnie Etense)
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Indoor Track Yields Many State Qualifiers

Senior Mark Thibault hands off the baton in the 4x200 meter relay. (photo courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)

Morgan Hennessey
Staff Reporter 

The “Nation of Domina-
tion” had yet another successful 
season. 

The captains leading the 
team to success included se-
niors Nick Casagrande, Eric 
Kogan, Tim Maher, Mark 
Thibault, Sarah Gambardel-
la, Ciara Hayden, and Kelly 
Kruysman. 

Many members of the team, 
from all four classes, quali-
fied for states and broke many 
school records. 

“The season went very 
well,” said head coach Mr. 
Beler. “We had a bunch of kids 
qualify for state opens.”

Just some of the key mem-
bers of the team include: senior 
John Lawless, junior Mick 
Murray, junior Jason Gar-
lock, freshman Kiara Smith 
and freshman Olivia Steiner. 

Smith was overall first in 
long jump out of all the fresh-
men in Connecticut, while 
Steiner placed second. Smith 
was the first freshman at Law to 
qualify for states in two events: 

the long jump and the 55 meter.
Senior Danica Wens broke 

the school’s shot put record with 
a throw of 28’1.”

Senior Sarah Gamardella 
and junior Holly Stewart both 
qualified for states in the 55 

meter hurdles. Gambardella’s 
record is 10.15 seconds, the 
school’s fastest time. Stewart 
qualified for states with a time 
of 10.56 seconds. 

Freshman Bethany Ed-
wards qualified for states and 

now holds the school’s second 
fastest time for the 1600 meter 
at 5:46.50 minutes.

Co-captain Casagrande 
qualified for states in shot put 
by throwing over 42 feet. Law-
less qualified for state opens in 

two events: the 55 meter hurdles 
and the long jump. He holds the 
school’s best time for the 55 
meter hurdles at 8.55 seconds.

The boys’ 4x200 team also 
qualified for states. The runners 
included Garlock, Murray, Ma-
her, and Thibault.

Boys’ co-captain Thibault 
also qualified for states in the 
pole vault.

Garlock and Murray quali-
fied for states in individual 
events as well. Garlock ran a 
7.04 second in the 55 meter, 
Murray ran a 7.03. 

Many records were broken 
this season, whether they were 
personal records or school 
records. 

Overall, the indoor track  
team has grown immensely 
since it began in 2012, and 
many great achievements have 
come from it. 

“It’s been a great year,” said 
Beler. “And the future looks 
very promising.”

Regardless of the senior 
class departing, the team will 
look to fill these positions with 
new and returning athletes.

Mariah Root
Staff Reporter

Senior Stephanie Cameron 
followed through with plans to 
make the most out of her last 
season as a gymnast.

Cameron is a co-captain of 
Law’s gymnastics team in the 
winter season and softball in 
the spring. 

“Sports have been a big part 
of my life at Law,” Cameron 
said. “Every team has felt more 
like a second family.”

Since becoming an All-State 
cheerleader in the fall of her 
freshman year, Cameron has 
continued to receive recognition 
for  her  accomplishments 
throughout her four years. She 
has been gymnastics captain 
since junior year and has also 
been a varsity starter for the past 
three years on the softball field.

“Outside of sports, my 
grades are really important 
to me too,” Cameron said. 
“Sometimes it is difficult to 
manage my time around sports 
but I try my hardest in all of my 
classes.”

The fact that she has earned 
Honors every marking period 
since freshman year while 
taking demanding courses 
proves Cameron’s academic 
ability in the classroom.

Last December, Cameron 

was named the SCC Scholar 
Athlete of the Month. She 
has also earned the title of 
Connecticut Scholar Athlete 
of the Week during this past 
gymnastics season courtesy of 
News Channel 12. 

“Steph is a great leader, 
in and out of school,” senior 
classmate Brittany Scott said. 
“She always has a great attitude 
at school and at work.”

Outside of school, Cameron 
manages a part-time job at 
Tengda, a local restaurant.  

The Law gymnastics team 
had a strong season this year, 
defeating cross town rival Foran 
twice.

“Beating Foran was one of 
my favorite parts of the season,” 
Cameron said. “I think any Law 
athlete knows how good that 
feels.”

The Law softball team kicks 
off their season on March 27 
with a scrimmage at Sheehan, 
while their first official game is 
not until April 9 at North Haven. 

Cameron’s teammates are 
predicting a strong season for 
her this spring.

“She’s a big part of the 
team and our success last year,” 
sophomore softball player Gege 
Romero said. “She pushes us 
all to do our best and picks us 
up when we make a mistake.”

Cameron Ends Law 
Career In Style

Michael Vaccaro
Entertainment Editor
@mikevaccar0

The gymnastics team 
ended this year’s season on the 
right foot. 

The team was led by senior 
captains Stephanie Cameron, 
Melissa Grabowski, and 
Angie Olmos, junior Kelsey 
Kopazna, and sophomores 
Niamh Nelson, Megan 
Grabowski, and Kira 
Chandra, who was named 
Connecticut Post Athlete of 
the Week in late January. 

The team finished with six 
wins, which included a victory 
over rival Foran, and finished 
third at SCCs. Cameron had 
fun during her last gymnastics 
season at Law. 

“My favorite moments 
this season were bonding with 
my team during practices and 
meets and the senior night 
because the old gym was 
decked out in balloons and 
posters,” Cameron said. 

“I’m going to miss my 
teammates so much next year. 
We’ve grown into a family and 
they’re girls I enjoy spending 
my time with.”

Cameron is also going to 
miss the sport itself because 
this was her last year competing 
in gymnastics forever. 

Not only did the seniors 
have an amazing time with 
their last season of gymnastics. 
The freshmen who just finished 
their first year also had an 
enjoyable experience. 

Freshman Kristin Frank 
had a memorable first season 
of gymnastics.

“One of my favorite 
moments this season was 
winning against Foran both 

times,” Frank said. “I’m going 
to miss the seniors and them 
helping the rest of the team 
improve our skills.”

With the seniors leaving, 
the current juniors are eager to 
lead the gymnastics team next 
year. 

Juniors Kayla Patrick 
and Mathilda Hill are ready 
for a strong season next year. 
Patrick’s and Hill’s goals 
for next year are to become 
captains.

“I’m hoping to get to be 
a captain next year,” Patrick 
said. “I want to be a good 
leader towards the team and 
improve my own skills on the 
vault.”

The gymnastics team 
seems to have a fun time 
whether they win or lose. 

“One of my favorite meets 
this year was the one against 
Pomperaug, Nonnewaug, 
Newtown, and Oxford. Even 
though we came in third it 
was still an awesome meet,” 
Cameron said. “One of my 
other favorite meets of this 
season was our senior night 
one. We lost by one point 
but the atmosphere was very 
energetic and it was a great 
feeling to be supported by 
everyone who came out to see 
us.”

Gymnastics Beats Foran, 
Finishes 3rd At SCC Meet

Senior Melissa Grabowski 
performs on the bar. 

(photo courtesy Rostrum 
Yearbook)
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