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Topalian Earns Class Of 2014 Salutatorian Honor
Hayley Sanchez
News Editor

Kira Topalian has excelled 
in academics during her four 
years at Jonathan Law and has 
received the title of Class of 
2014 Salutatorian.

Topalian has decided to 
attend Northeastern University 
in the fall and is going into 
college with an undecided 
major.  Topalian plans to 
continue to succeed and work 
hard during her years at college.  

Even though she has taken 
AP and honors courses, she 
managed to find time for many 
extracurricular clubs and 
activities.

Topalian was the president 
and one of the lead actresses in 
the Drama Club this past year

“Kira is one of a kind,” 
senior Amanda DeLeo said.  
“She is very smart, talented, 
kind-hearted and a special 

friend to have.  I’m happy to 
know her and have the honor 
of being such close friends 
with her.”

Topalian was also a part of 
Law’s Broadcast Journalism 
class and this year won an 
award for an Academic Honesty 
Policy PSA that she and her 
group made.

“Kira is one of the most 
well-rounded, brilliant, hard-
working students that I have 
ever had,” Broadcast Journalism 
teach Mr. Kulenych said. “She 
is going to be a star someday, no 
matter what path she chooses 
to go down. She’s an amazing 
kid.”

Over her four years at Law, 
Topalian was also a member 
of the soccer team, was a 
basketball and Powderpuff 
captain, and was on the track 
team.

She hopes to do intramural 

sports in college.
Throughout her high school 

career, Topalian has been able to 
show the Law community that 

students can keep up with their 
studies and still have fun in the 
process.

“Kira as a player was always 
a hard worker,” Law basketball 
coach Mr. Young said.  “She 
is always on time and always 
gives me 100%.”

All of Topalian’s teachers 
said what a hard worker she is 
in and out of class.  

“I have been teaching for 33 
years and I would say that Kira 
is one of the hardest working 
kids I have had,” history teacher 
Ms. Mannion said.   

“I would probably put her in 

Kundu Honored As 2014 Class Valedictorian
Ben Buczek
Staff Reporter
@benbuczek

The man many of his peers 
have expected to come on top 
has fulfilled his expectations.

Soumya Kundu is the 
valedictorian of the Class of 
2014. 

With all the work and 
dedication he has put into 
school, it was no surprise 
to many when Kundu was 
announced as valedictorian. 

“Souyma deserves this,” 
senior Gabe Salles said. “I 
have never known a person who 
works harder at anything than 
Soumya.”

Kundu has put his mind and 
soul into education in his four 
years at Jonathan Law, and was 
always motivated to do his best. 

The work ethic he has 
developed is a tool he will use 
all of his life. He earned a 4.0 
GPA or higher every semester 
at Law.

“Valedictorian is just a title, 
and while I’m greatly honored 
to be given this title, I don’t 
think I feel any differently.” 
Kundu said. 

“It’s definitely great to 
know, though, that you are 
graduating at the top of such a 
great class.”

Kundu has won numerous 
awards in his years at Law, such 
as the Yale Book Award, the 

President’s Education Award, 
AP Scholar with Distinction, 
National Merit Commended 
Scholar, and SCC Scholar 
Athlete of the Month, just to 
name a few. He was involved 
in Key Club, Student Council, 

Model U.N., tennis, Science 
Club, and National Honor 
Society. 

With so much on his plate 
each year, Kundu found a way 
to do it all. 

“I managed to do school 

work and extracurricular 
activities at the same time by 
managing my time wisely and 
prioritizing when a lot needed 
to be done at once,” Kundu 
said. “School usually came 
first unless something else was 
really important.”

Kundu plans on going to 
UConn, majoring in electrical 
engineering with a minor in 
computer science. 

Then he eventually will 
pursue a graduate degree in 
engineering. After graduate 
school, he plans on going into 
research or maybe starting a 
business someday. 

He also would like to try 
getting an MBA sometime later 
in life. 

There are a lot of options 
when someone is top of the 
class, and Kundu wants to 
accomplish it all.

“All I’ve accomplished has 
been done through hard work 
and dedication,” Kundu said. 

“I am passionate about 
learning and when you have 
passion for something and you 
are willing to put in the effort, 
you can accomplish anything.”

the top 10 out of the hundreds 
of kids I have taught.  She is 
definitely intelligent but she 
works super hard to do well in 
school.”

Topalian said that she 
will still be encouraging her 
underclassmen peers in Drama  
Club and in sports for years to 
come.

There seems to be no limit to 
what Kira Topalian can do with 
school and her extracurricular 
activities.  Her gift of doing well 
in school will no doubt continue 
when she starts school this fall 
at Northeastern.  

Senior Soumya Kundu is the valedictorian of the Jonathan Law Class of 2014. 
(photo courtesy Ben Buczek)

Kira Topalian is the saltuatorian of the Class of 2014.
(photo courtesy Jesiree Carrera)
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Jonathan Law High School is a community that exists to maximize the 
intellectual, the social, and the emotional growth of each student in a safe, stable, 

supportive environment. We believe that a positive, collaborative atmosphere fosters 
high expectations and recognizes individual differences. 

   In partnership with students, parents, and the community, we are committed to               
         developing the skills necessary for educational, career, and life choices. 

Jonathan Law High School Mission Statement

The Advocate is the official student-run publication 
of Jonathan Law High School. The opinions 
presented in The Advocate are solely those of the 
students. As journalists, the members of The 
Advocate staff are committed to upholding the core 
of our code of ethics: objectivity, integrity, and truth. 
The staff endeavors to report the news 
without editorializing, include a diversity of opinions 
in our coverage, and present sound, corroborated 
information. We welcome letters to the editor as well 
as issue-based commentaries. If you are interested 
in contributing, please submit your writing to: The 
Advocate, Room 129, Jonathan Law High School,    
20 Lansdale Avenue, Milford, CT 06460.  

Ryan Axtell, Colleen Bogucki, Hope Cupole,     
Laura Gonzalez, Emma Grace, Kway Ellison, 
Casey Finn, Morgan Hennessey, Darby Hudd, 
Ismar Junuzovic, Emily LaLuna,Taylor Loughlin, 
Nicole Macchio, Haley McNulty, Jeremy Melita, 
Frank Musante, Kayla Patrick, Carol Phillips,  
Michaela Pounds, Mariah Root, Aaron Tejada, 
Matthew Tighe, Joshua Weizel
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Read 
The Advocate.

Win $50.

How To Win:

1. Go online to 
jlawadvocate.wordpress.com.

2. Print out the monthly 
Advocate News Quiz.

3. Fill out the answers to the quiz.

4. Return the quiz to Room 129 to be 
eligible for the monthly drawing for 

a $50 Visa Gift Card.        

As the Class of 2014 
prepares to put on their caps 
and gowns, we at The Advocate 
would like to say goodbye 
after another rewarding and 
productive year of journalism. 

To us, The Advocate is 
more than just a newspaper. 
It’s a link to outside 
events and a place for 
all of Law’s outstanding 
student achievements to 
be recognized. It keeps us 
informed and prepared for 
whatever is about to happen, 
whether it’s a change in school 
rules, a sports season, or a new 
movie that looked really good 
but turned out to be terrible. 

More than anything else, 
it’s the voice of the students 
that everyone, inside and 
outside of the school, will hear 
and acknowledge. 

This year, we were able to 
acknowledge these students in 
our seven monthly issues, on 
The Advocate’s website, and, 
through 1,000-plus followers 
and almost 3,000 tweets from 
The Advocate’s official Twitter 
feed (you’re welcome for the 
lunch and schedule tweets.) 
We hope that you enjoyed 
everything we printed and 
tweeted as much as we loved 
producing them.

The Advocate isn’t just a 
paper where students talk about 
their feelings. Every journalist 
on our staff has a duty and 
a responsibility to keep the 
public informed, and we feel 
that our paper embodies these 
responsibilities. We hope to 
bequeath these values upon 
future generations. 

What’s also very important 
to us is preparing future staff 
reporters, editors, and editors-

in-chief for success. We hope 
the work we put in every month 
can be the foundation which 
they will build upon. 

The paper itself isn’t 
what we value most. It is the 
responsibility and the work 
among the editors and the staff 
that we value. There is a certain 
pride in the efforts we make 
each and every day that keeps 
us going. 

We will be losing a lot of 
honest, dedicated, and hard-
working seniors this year. We 
wish them all well in college 
and in their future lives, where 
we are sure they will match 
the success they created as 
journalists for this newspaper.

The new generation of 
student journalists and future 
editors will be entering Room 
129 for the first time next     
year. We hope they follow 
the words of former editorial 
editor Justin Margeson, who 
wrote in his farewell column 
in 2006 that, “The Advocate is 
not a student newspaper. It is a 
newspaper that happens to be 
made by students.”

The Advocate would like 
to leave the incoming and 
returning staff members with 
the following: a surplus of red 
pens for the editors to ensure 
the quality of their articles, 
the best problem avoiding 
question ever asked, “Are you 
mad at me?” which should be 
used only for good, and all the 
amazing memories that come 
with working on The Advocate. 

We hope that the  Law 
community has had as great a 
time reading The Advocate as 
we had making it. 

Until the fall, stay classy 
Jonathan Law.

Farewell From 
The Editors



‘Music For Maren’ Honors Her Memory

Top: A Great Big World takes a 
selfie with Jonathan Law

students and staff. 
Right: A Great Big World sings 

one of their hit songs.
 (photos courtesy A Great Big 

World, twitter.com)
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Meaghan Sollitto
Columns Editor 

It was a special, 
inspirational night at  Jonathan 
Law on May 22.

The band A Great Big 
World came to Law to pay 
tribute to Maren Sanchez with 
a concert for Law students and 
staff only. 

The band was formed by 
current members Ian Axel and 
Chad Vaccarino. They started 
the band while they were going 
to school together at NYU. 

The group went on their 
first tour in 2012 and they also 
released a six song EP that 
was funded by supporters on 
Kickstarter. Their first single, 
“This Is the New Year,” was 
used on many shows such as 
Glee, One Tree Hill, and The 
Amazing Race. 

However, the band became 
better known when their 
song, “Say Something”, was 
released in September of 
2013. The song was featured 
in the final of the show, So 
You Think You Can Dance. 
After the show, the song was 
re-recorded with Christina 
Aguilera. This version was 
released in November of 2013 
and reached number one on the 
iTunes charts. 

Radio stations Star 99.9 
and WPLR 99.1 got together 
to ask the band if they would 
come and perform. Without 
hesitation, the band said yes. 

The opening song was 
“Rockstar” which is a song 
about children’s dreams to 
become famous one day. 

This was the perfect song 
to remember Maren by. Her 
charisma and talent was really 
remembered during that song. 

“The song ‘Rockstar’ was 
the best opening song,” senior  
Stephanie Cameron said. “It 
was a feel-good, upbeat song, 
just like Maren.” 

A Great Big World 

played for an entire hour 
without stopping. They were 
so entertaining and fun and 
it really brought the whole 
school together. 

“I’ve never been a part of 
a more amazing experience in 
my life,” Law principal Mr. 
Thompson said. 

The amount of support that 
came from the community in 
the light of this tragedy was 
nothing short of amazing. 
What better way to remember 
such an amazing beautiful 
person than a concert in her 
honor?

“Knowing Maren, knowing 
how much she loved the arts 

and music and everything,” 
Thompson said. “It was just an 
incredible experience.” 

Hundreds of Law students 
and members of Maren’s close 
friends and family came to 
show their support and love. 
A Great Big World put on a 
truly amazing show that let 
the community feel good for a 

night.
“It was a great experience 

that Maren would have loved,” 
Phoebe Herbert said. “I knew 
the whole time that she was 
singing and dancing along 
with us. A night like this is 
something where she would 
have been going crazy and 
having so much fun.”

“It was a great 
experience that 

Maren would have 
loved. I knew the 

whole time that she 
was singing and 

dancing along with 
us. A night like 

this is something 
where she would 
have been going 
crazy and having 

so much fun.”
- Law junior

Phoebe Herbert

“Knowing Maren, 
knowing how much 
she loved the arts
 and music, and 

everything. 
It was just 

an incredible 
experience.”

- Law principal
Mr. Thompson

“The song
‘Rockstar’ was the 
best opening song.
It was a feel-good, 
upbeat song, just 

like Maren.”
- Law senior 

Stephanie Cameron

(photo courtesy Mrs. Attruia)
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Jesiree Carrera
Editor-In-Chief

The National Honor 
Society hosted the annual 
Brain Bowl on May 30 in the 
Jonathan Law auditorium.

The Brain Bowl puts the 
freshmen, sophomore, junior, 
and senior class against one 
another, only to face the 
faculty in the final round. All 
of the money that they raise 
for points to benefit their team, 
also benefits brain cancer 
awareness.

“We wanted to bring the 
classes together in a friendly 
but competitive nature to help 
raise money for brain cancer 
research,” said NHS Advisor 
and chemistry teacher Ms. 
Turcotte.

For this years Brain 
Bowl, NHS decided upon 
a Spongebob theme which 
greatly differed from their 
previous themes of the Hunger 
Games, Clue, and Mario 
Brothers. 

It brought the school 
together, only to have them 
compete against one another 
with their knowledge banks.

“We decided upon the 
Spongebob theme because it 
is fun and happy,” said senior 
Michelle Novak. “Mostly 
everyone has heard or seen 
Spongebob and it’s always 
cheery to see his smiling face 
around school whether it on 
posters or in the video.”

Every Thursday, the 

members of NHS would 
come together to decide upon 
questions for the contestants 
consisting of random facts 
about sports, history, math, 
science, literature, games, and 
Spongebob. The final question, 
is always between the winning 
class and the faculty team to 
test their familiarity with the 
year’s theme.

Everyone in the NHS was 
assigned tasks according to 
their skills and interests. They 
worked as a team to ensure 
that every aspect for the Brain 
Bowl was covered and would 
run smoothly.

In order to qualify for the 
Brain Bowl, students and 
staff members had to go to 
Ms.Turcotte’s room to take 
the test. Once all the students 
and staff took the test, the 
participants with the highest 
scores were chosen to move on 
to the actual Brain Games.

From the freshman team, 
it was Melissa Chodziutko, 
Paula Perez, Michael Dattilo, 
and Sean Ancheta. They 
also had Nadia Watt, Leo 
Merturi, Emma Shea, and 
Adam Streeter to represent 
the sophomores.

On the juniors team 
was Sean Chesler, Nabeel 
Sherazi, Sean Berg, and 
April Ospina. The senior 
team consisted of Sami Yousif, 
Jake Miller, Rachel Gomes, 
and Mark Thibault.

Finally, Mrs. Briggs, Ms. 

Medina, Mr. Dulovic, and 
Mr. May created the faculty 
team.

NHS members came 
around during lunch waves 
to collect money which then 
converted into points, one 
point for every ten dollars. 
The freshmen class raised 
$51, sophomores raised $36, 
juniors raised $102, seniors 
raised $117, and the faculty 
raised $100; they even raised 
an additional $280 due to the 
advertisements from local 
businesses.

“I think the class 
participated great,” said Miller. 
“We raised the most money 
and we stayed competitive.”

In the second round, 
seniors faced the juniors, 
only to reach a tie game until 
the judges, Mr. Young, Mr. 
Nigretti, Mr. Koorejian, and 
Mrs. Saunders stepped in to 
award the juniors a point due 
to a vague question, allowing 
them to advance to the final 
round.

While the faculty won 
the overall game, all the 
participants gave their hardest 
attempts in answering the 
questions correctly to try to 
gain the most points for their 
team. 

“We all put in great work to 
make sure it was an organized 
and enjoyable event for all, 
and I think that we truly 
accomplished that this year,” 
said Novak.

National Honor Society 
Hosts Annual Brain Bowl

Stephanie Cameron
Sports Editor

The Jonathan Law Interact 
Club changed their focus after 
the tragic event that took place 
iat Law on April 25.

Interact decided it was their 
job to help raise money for the 
Maren Sanchez Scholarship 
Fund. 

“We are raising money for 
the Maren Sanchez scholarship 
fund,” secretary Kelsey 
Kopazna said. “The Devon 
Rotary is going to match 
whatever we raise.”

Interact club has been 
walking around school with 
a cart filled with homemade 
bracelets to raise money. The 
bracelets are $3 for 1 and $5 
for 2. 

 “After the events that took 
place we become closer as a 
club,” president Casey Bostic 
said. “We knew we were in 
the position to do something 
amazing in her name.”

The Devon Rotary also 
plans to create a scholarship 

seniors can fill out next year to 
get money for college. 

“The Rotary gave full 
support,” Vice President Jess 
Whitney said. “This year we 
were way more involved with 
the rotary instead of being 
independent.”

The bracelets are being sold 
at a moderate pace and the club 
has risen over $100 in bracelet 
sales for the scholarship fund.

Interact also plans to paint 
a chair in honor of Maren 
that will be kept on schools 
grounds.

“Interact is a more united 
club now,” junior Melissa 
Hanania said. “We are trying 
harder than ever to raise money 
for events that are for Maren.”

Along with all the Interact 
projects in the works, members 
from the club recently 
participated in “Ryla.” Ryla 
is an overnight trip that helps 
leaders and clubs strengthen 
their skills, help clubs get more 
involved in their communities, 
and builds friendships. 

“Ryla is an awesome 
experience,” Treasurer 
Danielle Biondino said. “I’m 
going to miss going on the trip 
once I graduate.”

Interact club has found 
themselves involved with not 
only Ryla, but next generations 
as well. 

“This year we wanted more 
people to be involved in what 
our club offers,” Bostic said. 
“We had a much better turn out 
and experience this year.”

The most popular Interact 
projects this year included the 
senior citizen prom and beach 
clean-up. 

“Interact activities 
never feel like work to us,” 
Whitney said. “Interact is 
time consuming, but all our 
members put their heart and 
soul into it.”

The Interact Club is one of 
the many ways Law students 
can make relationships with 
other students and gain 
community service hours at the 
same time.

Law’s Interact Club Raises 
Money For Scholarship

Christina Macaluso
News Editor

The Jonathan Law choirs 
have come a long way through 
difficult rehearsals to continue 
their harmonious melodies. 

This year the choirs 
combined with the band to 
perform their annual spring 
concert on May 7. 

“The students all worked 
really hard between the 
difficult scheduling and the 
loss of multiple practices to 
present their song pieces to 
the best of their abilities,” said 
musical director Mrs. Rizzotti. 
“The three different ensembles 
didn’t have much time to 
rehearse their combined pieces 
but they managed to put on a 
fantastic show.”

The Concert choir sang 
“Sanctus” by Vicki Tucker 
Courtney and “The Sound of 
Music” by Oscar Hammerstein 
II. It was followed by the 
Freshman Choir with “Shall 
I Compare Thee to a Summer 
Day?” by William Shakespeare 
and arranged by Earlene 
Rentz; they also sang “Let Me 
Be Your Star” from Smash by 
Greg Gilpin.

The Advanced Ensemble 
sang Three Madrigals arranged 
by Emma Lou Diemer: “O, 
Mistress mine, where are you 
roaming?,” “Take, oh take 
those lips away,” and “sigh no 
more ladies, sigh no more.” The 
choir finished their section with 
the combined choirs singing  
“A Red, Red Rose” by Robert 
Burns and “How Can I Keep 
From Singing” arranged by 
Greg Gilpin.

“The pieces that we chose 
for the different ensemble 
groups really showed off all of 
the students’ different talents,” 
said senior Jesiree Carrera. 
“I truly enjoyed having a 
SSA (Soprano one, Soprano 
two, and Alto) piece by the 

freshman choir to hear their 
ranges and abilities.”

Aside from the spring 
concert, the choir also had a 
winter concert and a “Music 
in Our Schools” concert with 
Foran high school.

The choir is also very 
involved in the Milford 
community. Just this year 
they have sang at the mayors’ 
inauguration, the vigil for 
Jonathan Law student Maren 
Sanchez, and Christmas 
caroled at the Milford hospital 
and elementary school JFK. 

“We were asked to perform 
on multiple occasions to help 
interest younger students 
to join choir and partake in 
music,” said Carrera. “A lot 
of middle school students that 
have heard us have put choir in 
their schedule.”

Choir has seen many 
students enhance their musical 
abilities.

“Last year we had a choir 
of seven and this year it’s a 
choir of 35, and next year 
we’re expecting about 46 kids” 
junior Brie Williams said. 
“The choir has really grown 
into something great, we’ve 
improved tremendously.”

It has been Mrs. Rizzotti’s 
goal to spike up students 
interests with music and to 
get them to see all of the great 
benefits of being in a very 
welcoming and enthusiastic 
group. Since her start as the 
choir director in 2012, the 
choir has expanded their 
repertoire of song genres and 
performances.

“Mrs. Rizzotti has really 
helped the choir grow,” senior 
Victoria Toth said. “We work 
better as a group than we ever 
did before and I think that even 
after I’m gone, it’ll continue to 
improve and I look forward to 
coming back and seeing how 
they have grown.”

Choir Spreads 
Musical Interests 

Vega Visits Law
(photo courtesy Mrs. Briggs)

On Tuesday, May 27, Estevan Vega visited Law to meet with English, 
reading and Social Studies classes. Estevan Vega is a young adult au-
thor and Connecticut native who published his first book when he was 

fifteen. He has since published several other novels, 
including the young adult saga Arson, Ashes, and Arise. 

Vega spoke to the students about the writing and publishing 
process and read excerpts from his books. 



B R I D G E P O R T  •  S T A M F O R D  •  W A T E R B U R Y

What Will UBecome?
We Have a Few Suggestions.

With more than 125 innovative programs, the University of Bridgeport makes it easier for  
you to become the person you always wanted to be. If you’re interested in engineering, UB  
offers the largest program in Connecticut. Our Health Science Division is the leader in  
integrated health science education.  
 For your creative side, UB’s fashion merchandising program and the Shintaro Akatsu School  
of Design programs in graphic, industrial and interior design provide students with an  
award-winning learning experience. And, if business is your passion, no other private  
university in Connecticut can prepare you for the global economy like UB.

Experience UB’s state-of-the-art learning facilities, industry-experienced faculty,  
and career-focused curriculum delivered in a small-class setting. Take the first step  
to a rewarding career and becoming the person you always wanted to be at  
the University of Bridgeport.

Call us today at 1.800.EXCEL.UB  
or visit bridgeport.edu for more information.
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Jesiree Carrera
Editor-In-Chief

The Jonathan Law High 
School Drama Club presented 
and dedicated their spring 
production of “Little Shop Of 
Horrors” on May 2 and 3 in the 
Jonathan Law auditorium to 
their beloved and dear fellow 
cast member Maren San- 
chez.

“Little Shop of Horrors,” 
originally a quick suggestion 
about a man-eating plant, 
follows the story of a botanist 
who finds a rare plant that soon 
gains popularity for their small 
store and gives him ways to 
fulfill his dreams and desires. 

After its release, it gained 
a cult fandom and soon got 
a Broadway debut in 2003, 
with the help of writer/director 
Howard Ashman and composer 
Alan Menken.

“We hope we can do 
this piece justice and at the 
same time serve the memory 
of our friend,” said director 
Michael Mele. “We have been 
overwhelmed with outpouring 
from the community and 
neighboring school theatre 
departments.”

Sanchez’s role for the 
musical was to animate the 
Audrey II, the man-eating 
plant voiced by senior Melissa 
Padilla. She originally 
received the role after 

maneuvering the puppet during 
rehearsal and wowing the cast 
with her fantastic enthusiasm 
and new found energy for the 
plant. 

After a fatal incident, the 
Drama Club was asked if they 
wanted to continue on with the 
musical, only to decide that 
it would be the best case for 
Maren’s memory.

As Mele said, “It will 

always be tough to fill that 
void on stage and in our hearts, 
but the theatre is a family and 
we are always there for each 
other.”

Through their tragic time, 
the cast managed to carry 
on with the rehearsals and 
found a puppeteer to animate 
the Audrey II puppet, Austin 
Costello. 

With much hard work and 

determination, the cast and 
crew put together one of the 
best shows in Jonathan Law 
history in loving memory of 
Maren.

“I think the show went 
really well; even though 
there were times when things 
seemed like they were going 
to fall apart, we managed to 
pull it together,” said Padilla. 
“I especially have to commend 

all the Drama Club members 
new to this year because they 
made a fantastic debut!”

They received seven Halo 
Award Nominations including: 
Best Performance By A 
Couple Or Duo In A Musical, 
Best Featured Creature, 
Best Specialty Ensemble In 
A Musical, Gypsy Of The 
Year, Best Performance By 
A Supporting Actress In A 
Play, Best Performance By An 
Actress In A Comedic Role In 
A Play, and Best Couple Or 
Dynamic Duo.

Out of their seven 
nominations, the Drama Club 
won Best Featured Creature, 
Melissa Padilla as Audrey II 
for “Little Shop of Horrors,” 
and Best Specialty Ensemble 
In A Musical, seniors Jocelyn 
Travis, Vicky Toth, and Kira 
Topalian as Chiffon, Crystal, 
and Ronette in “Little Shop of 
Horrors.”

“I was excited to hear about 
our multiple nominations, and 
thrilled when we won two of 
them,” said Topalian. “It means 
a lot to the club as a family to 
see our members recognized 
for their success and love for 
theatre.”

The Drama Club plans 
to perform “The Baker’s 
Wife” for their second annual 
summer benefit production on 
August 22 and 23.

 

Drama Club Presents ‘Little Shop Of Horrors’

Jack McElreath and Maryann Lonergan starred in “Little Shop of Horrors.”
(photo courtesy hesherman.com)
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Hayley Sanchez
News Editor

The annual Milford Art 
Show at the Parsons Complex 
featured artwork from many of 
Law’s students.

Each May, high school 
art is shown off on the first 
level of Parsons near the 
superintendent’s office.  

It featured a wide variety of 
the different classes’ abilities 
in art and showcased what they 
have learned with their classes 
and teachers over the past year.

The art show lasted for the 
entire month so that Milford 
residents can observe the 
artwork that is being displayed.

During the month of March 
the elementary schools in 
Milford got to show off their 
artwork in Parsons. 

Middle school artwork was 
shown off in late March and 
early April.

Law art  teacher  Mrs. 
Murphy has selected student 
artwork for the show for the 
past 17 years. 

She has seen the amazing 
talents of all the Jonathan Law 
High School students, as well as 
other high school talents around 
Milford, with all her years as an 

The artwork shown is a 
compilation of drawing talents 
and techniques, painting with 
watercolors and different brush 
strokes that are used.  

There are also sculptures 
that the students have created in 
the past year that the art teachers 
believe are worth showing to 
the town of Milford.  

Besides  the  teacher ’s 
preparation in setting up for the 

avid participant in the art shows.
The art show is meant to 

show off pieces of work that the 
students work on throughout the 
school year.  

The pieces of artwork 
depend on what the assignment 
is or what the student would like 
to work on. 

The art show shows artwork 
from a variety of grades; ninth 
to twelfth grade.  

Art Show Displays Law Students’ Talent

art show, students also assisted 
in getting ready for this year’s 
show.

“I was so surprised and 
happy that two of my art pieces 
were chosen,” junior Martha 
Smith said.  “I went to Parsons 
to go see my artwork and to 
view other pieces of art.”

Smith’s artwork that was 
selected was a pen and ink 
drawing of a cat wearing 

goggles and a drawing of pastel 
bottles.

“There was also a lot 
of  ceramics and pottery, 
photography, and cartooning 
that were displayed,” Murphy 
said.

Besides Jonathan Law 
students’ artwork, Foran’s 
artwork was also displayed at 
the complex.

Some of the students that 
had their artwork shown besides 
Smith were Tori Vergara, 
Christina Alexopoulous , 
M c K e n n a  S t a u ro v s k y , 
James Thomas, and Sarah 
Gambardella.

Various displays of students’ ceramics and pottery projects were featured in this year’s art show. 
(photo courtesy Mrs.Murphy)

“I was so surprised 
and happy that two 

of my art pieces 
were chosen. 

I went to Parsons to 
go see my artwork 
and to view other 

pieces of art.”
- Law junior 

Martha Smith
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Snapchat Continues To Grow In Popularity
Colleen Bogucki
Staff Reporter

Everyone is familiar with 
alcohol addictions, gambling 
addictions, even internet 
addictions, but what about 
Snapchat addictions? Tyler 
Kasuba, an 18 year old high 
school senior, might be more 
familiar with such a unique 
habit.

Snapchat, the revolutionary 
picture sending application for 
smartphones, made its debut 
in 2011 and it has not stopped 
growing in popularity.  

“It’s just easier than 
texting,” said Kasuba. 
“You don’t have to hold a 
conversation and it gives you 
something to do for hours.”

Kasuba’s score (a number 
given to Snapchatters that 
reflects how many snaps you 
send) is well over 100,000. 
Even people that Snapchat 
regularly are amazed at such a 
high score. 

“I think that is ridiculous,” 
said Law senior Mariah Root. 
“I Snapchat too but you have 
to be constantly on your phone 
to have a score that high.”

Kasuba doesn’t think so. He 
believes, since Snapchatting is 
so quick and simple it is easy 
to do it all the time and still 
keep busy with other things. 
He constantly uses Snapchat 
while he lives his life. He 
sends pictures while he is at 
school, drives, eats, and hangs 
out with friends. His day is not 
complete without sending a 
couple snaps.

“I don’t want to say 
I’m addicted, I just like 
Snapchatting every day,” he 
said.

Like Kasuba more than 
75% of college students say 
they use Snapchat at least once 
every day. A Pew Research 
Center study also confirms 
that there are over 26 million 
Snapchat users in the United 
States. 

“Snapchat is really on the 
rise right now,” said Maeve 
Duggan, conductor of the 
study. “It’s been on our radar 
for some time, but we were 
pretty impressed with the 
number.”

These statistics are 
appalling considering the 
application was launched 
less than three years ago. The 
idea was originally imagined 
by Reggie Brown and Evan 
Spiegel as a final project for 
one of Spiegel’s classes at 
Stanford University. 

At first the app was 
launched under the name 
“Picaboo” in July 2011. They 
later changed the name to the 
“Snapchat” and developed the 
ghost mascot who is named 
“Ghostface Chillah” as a 
play on the Woo Tang Clan’s 
Ghostface Killah. 

The app is most popular 
with teenagers and college-
age kids as a fun new way of 

communicating. 
So what does a Snapchat 

entail? Why is it so popular?
A Snapchat is a single 

picture that you can send to 
one or many of your Snapchat 
friends. You can add text and 
art to the photo. The kicker is 
the picture erases itself from 
everywhere seconds after it 
is viewed. Even the sender 
cannot access their picture 
again. 

The appeal lies in the fact 
that Snapchat pictures send 
much quicker than a photo 
text and they don’t require the 
insightful conversation that 
texting does. 

“Snapchat gives you a 
better idea of what your friends 
are doing right then and there,” 
said avid Snapchatter and Law 
senior Brittany Scott. “You 
can literally see what they’re 
doing.”

It’s hard to imagine a true 
beneficial use for Snapchatting 
but that is just it, there doesn’t 
have to be. It’s just one more 
way young people can talk to 
their friends.

“Its kind-of weird to text 
someone random, but you can 
Snapchat someone random and 
it’s seen as friendly,” Ellen, 19, 
explained.

27% of college students 
say they use Snapchat to keep 
in touch while 23% agree with 
Ellen and Tyler and claim to 
use it simply because it is easier 
than texting. The other 50% 
of users? Well, 37% use it for 
creativity, 11% use it for other 
reasons, and only 2% admit to 
using Snapchat to sext.

As more and more social 
networking sites emerge, 
teenagers become more and 
more dependent on each of 
them.

Now, Snapchat is becoming 
a key part of a teenagers’ 
lifestyle. It is even becoming 
a test to an honest relationship. 
Snapchat gives you three best 
friends (the three people you 
Snapchat the most) and those 
best friends are visible to any 
and all of your other friends. 
Things like this are beginning 
to start fights among teenagers.

“My friend once got really 
mad at me because I was 

Snapchat best friends with this 
guy she liked,” said Law senior 
Hazal Kayalioglu. “Then she 
said she was going to snap my 
boyfriend all the time to get me 
mad.”

It may seem like a trivial 
reason to fight but it is no joke.

“Personally I don’t think 
it’s that big a deal,” said high 
school junior Darby Hudd. 
“But I know a lot of my friends 
have gotten in huge fights and 
even broken up with their 
boyfriends when they Snapchat 
other girls.”

Studies show that 26% of 
people ages 18-29 use the app 
as opposed to the 5% of people 
over age 29 that do the same. 
Although the app is glaringly 
more popular with young 
people, more and more adults 
are getting on board. 

“I just like being in touch 
with my kids in whatever 
way they want me to be,” 
said Gianni Ragaini, father 
of three. “I only Snapchat my 
family.”

To most adults, however, 
Snapchat is just another 
pointless way for kids to waste 
their time.

“I just don’t understand the 
appeal,” said Peter Bogucki, 
53. “If I need to talk to 
somebody I can contact them 
in much more efficient ways.”

The key is for kids, 
Snapchat isn’t an effective 
means for communication, and 
it’s just a fun activity. That fact 
is sometimes met with even 
more skepticism. 

“I really do not want my son 
to get into Snapchat because I 
know it can be addicting and it 
is stupid,” said  Law science 
teacher Mr. Koorejian. “I do 
not trust it and it worries me 
that kids think these pictures 
will actually disappear.”

Koorejian’s opinion is 
not an uncommon one. Many 
adults and kids are worried 
about where their pictures are 
going. The app claims to delete 
the pictures in ten seconds but 
researchers are looking into 
whether or not this is actually 
the case.

The Decipher Forensics in 
Utah has been investigating 
Snapchat for over a year. They 

claim they have found a way 
to access all sent and received 
snaps from your phone. 
Apparently the app itself is 
programmed to save each 
photo.

“The actual app is even 
saving the picture,” Hickman 
told Utah-based news outlet 
KSL. “They claim that it’s 
deleted, and it’s not even 
deleted; it’s actually saved on 
the phone.”

If their allegation proves 
to be true law enforcement 
will be interested in looking 
at people’s phones to look for 
photos that could be exploiting 
minors. 

“Oh my god no, I don’t 
send innapropriate pictures on 
Snapchat,” said Law senior 
Megan Fitzsimons. “It is too 
scary I feel like it could be 
saved somewhere.”

Surprisingly, Fitzsimons 
is not unique in her fear. Most 
teens do not use Snapchat to 
send nudes. 

In fact, according to 
another study done with 
college kids, less than 5% of 
Snapchatters use Snapchat to 
sext.

“Honestly, sexting-wise, 
Snapchat is the worst of both 
worlds,” said Jack Rivlin, 
a student at Eton College 
where Snapchat was banned. 
“Everyone that uses Snapchat 
knows it really is not for 
sexting.”

Rivlin was one of many 
boys appalled when his college 
actually banned Snapchat 
on their wireless network in 
January 2014. Students can 
still use their 3G to send snaps 
but while on Wi-Fi, it is not 
possible. The school is worried 
about the likelihood of their 
students sexting.

“We hope that blocking 
it on our network will at least 
make them think twice,” said 
Headmaster Tony Little. “This 
is part of our continuing effort 
to educate boys in the sensible 
use of technology.”

Parents and teachers alike 
are nervous about kids feeling 
too free on apps like Snapchat. 
They really just want their 
children to be safe. 

“I have seen some stupid 
kids who become victims 
to everything,” said father 
and Law health teacher Mr. 
Sweeney. “I just don’t worry 
because I know my son is too 
smart to be sending or getting 
naked pictures on some app.”

Whether Sweeney’s son 
sends innapropriate photos or 
not does not change the fact 
that he, like so many others, 
is frequently using Snapchat. 
Snapchat holds more power 
than people know. Companies 
are starting to use Snapchat 
in ad campaigns and colleges 
are using it to stay in touch 
with their students. Snapchat 
is proof there is no limit to the 
kinds of social media possible. 

(Some information courtesy 
of  bussinessinsider.com, 
forbes.com, mashable.com)
 
 

(photo courtesy androidcentral.com)

(photo courtesy rccblog.com)
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Distracted Driving Affects Most Teenagers
Mariah Root
Staff Reporter

The day before 18-year-
old Mariah West’s high school 
graduation, she was on her 
way to a friend’s minor league 
baseball game when her car 
traveled across the median 
on the highway, hit a bridge 
on the opposite side, and she 
was partially ejected from the 
vehicle she was driving. West 
was replying to a text from this 
friend reading “Where u at.”

A fractured skull and bady 
damaged face sent West to the 
hospital. After being placed in a 
coma, West died nine days later. 

“Mariah’s vehicle traveled 
across this median and ended 
up striking this bridge that 
you can see behind me,” Grant 
Hendrix, Missouri State High-
way Patrol officer said.  “When 
I got to the scene, her face was 
disfigured from sliding down 
the roadway.”

West, like many other teen 
drivers, was using a handheld 
device while driving. In her 
case, though, this device ended 
her life. Every day over 300,000 
people in the United States use 
their cell phones while driving. 
This does not include drivers 
who are distracted by other 
things, such as changing the ra-
dio station, fiddling with a GPS, 
eating, or talking with a friend 
in the passenger seat.

Merry Dye, the mother of 
Mariah West, now hopes to 
spread a message of warning 
to young drivers. Dye speaks to 
youth at schools and events to 
help students learn the risks of 
texting while driving.

“You have a choice,” said 
Dye. “You can either shrivel up 
in a corner and be in misery, or 
you can take that passion, and 
put it into keep other parents 
from going through the same 
kind of loss.”   

A surprising 71% of teens 
and young drivers said they 
have wrote a text message while 
they were driving and 78% 
admit to reading text messages 
while driving. 

“92% of adolescents re-
ported regularly engaging in 
distracted driving behavior,” 
said Social Norms and Risk 
Perception author, Patrick M. 
Carter, “Adolescents engaged 
frequently in texting/cell phone 
behaviors, with 48% reporting 
texting and 68% reporting talk-
ing on a telephone at least once 
a trip.”

Most states have laws 
against different forms of dis-
tracted driving, but not all 
forms. Laws against distracted 
driving would prevent drivers 
from doing simple tasks while 
driving, like changing the radio 
station. Most laws ban talking 
or texting on cell phones and 
using handheld devices while 
driving, but it differs depend-
ing on the state. For example, 
Missouri does not have a ban 

on any cell phone use in the 
car, while Utah bans all types 
of cell phone use for school 
bus drivers and novice drivers, 
and bans text messaging while 
driving for all drivers. Many 
states that have a “handheld 
device ban” only enforce this 
law for drivers in different age 
or skill groups, such as drivers 
age 18-20 (Arkansas), or driv-
ers who have only a learners’ or 
intermediate license regardless 
of age (Louisiana) 

“I heard countless stories 
about how hard it was for peo-
ple to stop talking and texting 
while driving, because everyone 
is busy,” Oprah Winfrey said in 
the New York Times. “Everyone 
feels she needs to use time in the 
car to get things done. But what 
happened to just driving?” 

There are three main types 
of distracted driving: visual, 
manual, and cognitive. While 
each of these types of distrac-
tions are dangerous, texting 
combines all three types.

“Once I was changing my 
music while I was driving 
and I ended up on the other 
side of a snow bank, a couple 
feet away from hitting a tree,” 
novice driver and Law senior 
Meaghan Sollitto said.

 Many different celebrities 
and organization have started 
campaigns against texting and 
driving, and other forms of dis-
tracted driving. Oprah Winfrey 
created the “No Phone Zone” 
campaign, Cell phone provider 
AT&T started the campaign 
“It can wait,” and the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
made the “Talk. Text. Crash.” 
campaign. These three cam-
paigns focus solely on texting 
and driving because it is the 
most common and dangerous. 
Each campaign encourages 
drivers to sign a pledge vowing 
not to use their cell phone while 
driving their car. 

“Texting while driving is 
a deadly habit that makes you 
23 times more likely to be in-

volved in a crash,” said AT&T 
Chairman & CEO Randall 
Stephenson. “Awareness of the 
dangers of texting and driving 
has increased, but people are 
still doing it. With this expanded 
effort, we hope to change be-
havior. Together, we can help 
save lives.”

AT&T’s campaign also pro-
duced an “It Can Wait” docu-
mentary. This documentary 
featured Mariah West’s story.

“We want this to be in every 
school in the country and for 
teenagers to know a text mes-
sage is not worth a life,” said 
Gail Torreano, a senior vice 
president with AT&T.

“’Where u at’ was my 
daughter’s last text,” West’s 
mother Merry Dye said in the 
documentary. 

Jacy Good was luckier than 
West; she was involved in an 
accident caused by distracted 
driving and survived. On the 
way home from her college 
graduation with her parents, 
an 18-year-old was distracted 
while driving, causing a trac-
tor trailer to swerve and hit the 
Goods’ vehicle. 

Her parents were killed on 
impact, and Jacy was trans-
ported to the hospital imme-
diately, where she was given a 
10 percent chance of surviving 
through the night. 

“I played softball for ten 
years. I loved to swim in the 
ocean. I ran cross-country. And 
I’ll never be able to do those 
things again,” Good said to 
Wolfman Productions. “I got 
engaged to my boyfriend of the 
last six years, which is wonder-
ful, but who’s going to walk me 
down the aisle?”

After suffering through nu-
merous injuries to most parts 
of her body, Good did in face 
survive the night. This accident 
took place on May 18, 2008 
and she is still alive today and 
publicly speaks to people about 
her accident. Good graduated 
magna cum laude with Phi Beta 

Kappa honors from Muhlen-
berg College with a bachelor’s 
degree in international studies 
and German studies.

“My college graduation 
day should have been a time to 
celebrate,” Good said in a pre-
sentation to students. “Instead, 
my entire world was shattered 
because of an unnecessary 
cellphone call. People need 
to understand the dangers of 
using a cellphone — handheld 
or hands-free — while driv-
ing. Lives are at risk and poor 
decisions can have lifelong 
consequences.”

In 2011 alone, 3,331 people 
were killed in crashes involv-
ing a distracted driver, com-
pared to 3,267 in 2010. An 
additional, 387,000 people 
were injured in motor vehicle 
crashes involving a distracted 
driver in 2011, compared to 
416,000 people injured in 
2010.  69% percent of drivers 
age 18-64 in the United States 
reported that they had talked 

on their cell phone while driving 
within 30 days of being survey. 

This statistic is extremely 
high compared to other coun-
tries. For example, 29% of 
people in the United Kingdom 
had talked on their cell phones 
while driving and 59% of people 
in Portugal.

“Distracted driving consis-
tently ranks as one of the traffic 
safety issues at forefront of 
many drivers’ thinking. Each 
year, more than 80% of drivers 
in the annual AAA Foundation 
Traffic Safety Culture Index cite 
distraction as a serious problem 
and a behavior that makes them 
feel less safe on the road,” said 
the AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety. “Nearly half of all people 
who say they feel less safe than 
they did five years ago say dis-
tracted driving by other drivers 
fuels their concerns.”

The AAA Foundation for 
Traffic Safety performed studies 
that focused on how distraction 
affects specific age drivers, 
based on age/demographics. 
The most recent study found that 
teens were distracted almost a 
quarter of the time they were at 
the wheel. The use of electronic 
devices, ranging from send-
ing and reading text messages, 
sending and receiving e-mails, 
and downloading and changing 
music made up 7% of the dis-
tractions according to this study.

“It’s really interesting, I’ve 
always found, when I talk to 
people about what they expect of 
their airline pilots or their kids’ 
school bus drivers or a locomo-
tive engineer driving a train, 
there are very clear expectations 
that these people need to be fo-
cused on the task at hand,” said 
Deborah Hersman, leader of the 
National Safety Council.

(Some information courtesy 
distraction.gov, cdc.gov, aaaf-
oundation.com, and wolfman-
productions.com. 
 
 
 

(photo courtesy wac.org)

(photo courtesy leizerman.org)

http://www.att.com/gen/investor-relations?pid=7824
http://www.att.com/gen/investor-relations?pid=7824
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#BringBackOurGirls Campaign Goes Viral
Nicole Macchio
Staff Reporter

“Nothing on the ground. 
Nothing,” a Nigerian father 
said. “(For) 21 days, nothing 
has been done.”

A month ago, several fami-
lies were devastated to find that 
their daughters were taken by 
an Islamic extremists group, 
Boko Haram. People are be-
coming anxious as time crawls 
on with no sign of the 276 ab-
ducted girls.

The night of the incident, 
April 14th, there are reports 
that guards reported that Boko 
Haram was coming four hours 
beforehand. Family members 
and local police called into the 
military to report the oncoming 
group, but no one showed up. 
The military inaction is what 
caused the girls to be taken 
from their dorms.

A video came out of a man 
calling himself Abubakar Shek-
au. Shekau, took responsibility 
for the kidnappings and is de-
manding that in order to return 
the girls, they will have to let go 
of the people they imprisoned.

“I swear to almighty Allah, 
you will not see them again un-
til you release our brothers that 
you have captured,” he said.

In the video Shekau, the 
leader of Boko Haram, showed 
about half of the number of 
girls taken. Families going to 
identify their daughters were 
surprised to find that not all 
of them were there. Several 
seemed to be from kidnappings 
that happened more than two 
years ago. 

Police are unsure if the 
leader is actually Shekau. He 
was reported dead by the se-
curity forces in Nigeria. Some 
like Marilyn Ogar, deputy di-
rector of State Security Ser-
vices in Nigeria, are positive it 
isn’t Shekau.

“So whoever is speaking as 
Abubakar Shekau is not Abuba-
kar Shekau,” said Ogar.

However, Jacob Zenn, an 
expert on Boko Haram at the 
Jamestown Foundation, be-
lieves it very well could be 
Shekau.

“The two recent videos af-
ter the abduction of the girls 
look similar to most of the im-
ages, voice and mannerisms 
of Shekau in almost all Boko 
Haram videos, including vid-
eos when he was a local imam 
in northeastern Nigeria before 
2010,” Zenn said.

The Boko Haram has been 
terrorizing Nigeria for a long 
time, they have never pulled off 
such a big attack before. They 
advocate against the education 
of woman, even in their name, 
which means “Western educa-
tion is forbidden.” They have 
acted out, often violently, to 
people who believe women de-
serve an education.

Boko Haram is being con-
sidered to be officially called a 
terrorist group, their increasing 

attacks on citizens has earned 
them some scrutiny. The recent 
events have cause people to 
consider whether to officially 
name them terrorists so they 
will be able to enable countries 
to impose arms embargoes, 
travel bans and asset freezes. 

Reports have been given 
saying that many of the girls 
have converted to Islam and 
then sold into slavery. The cry 
for the imprisoned brethren of 
the Boko Haram has gone un-
met and some believe that even 
if they are released that they 
will still continue to sell the 
girls.

Even with the identity of 
the leader of Boko Haram be-
ing unclear, the well-being of 
the girls is still a huge priority. 
Of all the girls in the school 
that night, only about 53 man-
aged to escape. Sarah Lawan, 
19, was one of the girl’s for-
tunate enough to run from her 
captives.

“I am pained that others 
could not summon the cour-
age to run away with me,” she 
said. “Now I cry each time I 
come across their parents and 
see how they weep when they 
see me.”

Lawan was able to tell re-
porters what happened at the 
time. It was while they slept 
that Boko Haram men stormed 
in with guns ordering them to 
get up and out of the school. 
Although there was plenty op-
portunities to run, the threat of 
being shot made most girls stay 
put. After rounding up every-
one from inside, the building 
was then set on fire.

A few other girls who were 
brave enough to run away, re-
ported that they hid in bushes, 
climbed and clung to trees, or 
even jumped out of the trucks.

“The future of these miss-
ing schoolgirls hangs in a bal-
ance. The council should not 
leave them to fend for them-
selves,” executive director 
Adetokunbo Mumuni of the 
Socio-Economic Rights and 
Accountability Project said in a 
statement. “But it is not enough 
for the Council to express con-

cern.”
There has been a cry for 

justice and a quick return of the 
girls. The people are surprised 
by the little progress that has 
been made in searching for 
them. However, the worldwide 
attention on the tragedy could 
help in finding the girls and 
bringing them home faster.

Around the world people 
are trying to get involved. The 
incident has touched people’s 
hearts and the word of the girls 
kidnapping, and the reason for 
it has sparked outrage. 

A recent twitter trend, 
#BringBackOurGirls, went up 
to help raise awareness of the 
situation. People like Michelle 
Obama and Malala Castillo are 
broadcasting the situation in 
order to find the girls faster.

“When I heard about girls 
in Nigeria being abducted, I 
felt very sad, and I thought, 
‘my sisters are imprisoned 
now,’” Malala said. “The girls 
in Nigeria are my sisters and 
it’s my responsibility that I 
speak up for my sisters.”

Protests and rallies have 
been organized to raise aware-
ness and spark enough interest 
to get the American govern-
ment to intervene, and try to 
help the grieving families find 
their children. 

From the first word of the 
abductions, Secretary of State 
John Kerry has said we of-
fered aid. Nigerian govern-
ment, saying they had things 
under control, refused the help. 
Over global outcry to increase 
the search for the girls United 
States aid was accepted. Re-
cently, at least 80 troops were 
sent to Chad.

“These are not combat in-
fantry troops that we put into 
Chad,” Pentagon spokesperson 
John Kirby said on Wednes-
day. “These are folks that are 
there to support the reconnais-
sance mission.”

The search into Chad has 
made people question whether 
they believe that’s where the 
girls are. Kirby acknowledged 
that they in fact, have no idea 
where they are but thought that 

Chad was a better place to 
look then others.

“The truth is, we don’t 
know exactly where they are,” 
Kirby said. “We still believe 
that they’ve broken up into 
small groups and dispersed.”

Along with the troops sent 
from the United States, aid 
has been sent from China, the 
UK, Israel, and France. The 
combined forces give the Ni-
gerian government hope for a 
quicker recovery of the girls, 
along with the ability to ne-
gotiate much better with the 
extremist group.

Rumors have been spread 
that the government does, in 
fact, know where the girls are, 
but the problem now lies in 
returning them safely. The aid 
provided by different coun-
tries will work towards doing 
so.

The main goal is to find 
a way to settle this without 
hurting the girls. So, the Ni-
gerian government official 
said they might consider let-
ting go the imprisoned Boko 
Haram members if it means 

the girls safe return. But Minis-
ter Abba Moro appeared to dis-
miss the militants’ offer, saying 
no exchange would take place. 
He did not give a reason for his 
disagreement.

“Nobody should say Ni-
gerian military does not know 
what it is doing; we can’t kill 
our girls in the name of trying 
to get them back,” Said  Air 
Chief Marshal Alex Badeh.

Even with a location of the 
girls, their safe return isn’t as-
sured. Negotiations and other 
military aspects are taking ex-
treme care to make sure that 
when they find them, the kid-
napped girls, will be able to re-
turn safely to their families.

Thankfully, the government 
is doing more then on that first 
day to recover the missing girls. 
The length of time that elapsed 
between the distress calls and 
the government action was as-
tonishing and caused alarm to 
many families.

Within the four hour span 
of the calls for back-up and the 
time of the abduction, the gov-
ernment didn’t act, leading to 
the abduction of the girls and 
did nothing for weeks after. 
Due to the insistence of the 
public, the Nigerian govern-
ment finally allowed people to 
know they were dealing with 
the situation “discreetly”. 

The search and negotia-
tions for the safe return of the 
girls will continue until they are 
home. 

The extremist groups plan 
to terrorize the civilians will 
not stop the people from look-
ing for their daughters.

“We need to keep this up 
every day,” protest organizer 
Rotimi Olawale said. “We are 
saying that we want our girls 
alive.”

(Some information courtesy 
cnn.com, bbc.com, usatoday.
com, and independent.co.uk)

(photo courtesy msch.org)

(photo courtesy madonnalicious.com)
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States Debate Cheerleading’s ‘Sport’ Status
Darby Hudd
Staff Reporter

In 2009, the Quinnipiac 
University volleyball team 
went to court to settle a Title 
IX dispute about gender 
equity that led the Connecticut 
judge to rule competitive 
cheerleading not a sport.

In July of 2009, Quinnipiac 
cut women’s volleyball due 
to budgets, but kept the 
cheerleading team. 

According to the 
Connecticut Post, “Quinnipiac 
argued that it was being forced 
to eliminate volleyball for 
budgetary reasons and that 
competitive cheerleading 
would offer an acceptable 
athletic alternative.” 

The members of the 
volleyball team claimed that 
the University was funneling 
resources unfairly into the male 
athletics, because cheerleading 
is offered to boys as well. 

Ultimately the women’s 
volleyball team won the court 
case and was able to keep their 
team, but what about the cheer 
team?

Cheerleading started as far 
back at the 1800’s but isn’t 
wasn’t till 1948 when the first 
cheerleading camp was held at 

Sam Houston State 
University. By 1960 
cheerleading could be found 
in almost every high school 
across America.

Varsity, a cheerleading 
brand, states, “Cheerleaders 
are the promoters of your 
school and community. They 
are a key marketing tool to the 
athletics programs that they 
support, and they create the 
community patriotism we call 
‘school spirit.’”

But for cheerleaders across 
the country and around the 
world, today, they are told that 
they aren’t athletes because 
cheerleading isn’t a sport.

Many people believe it’s 
not a sport because they think 
cheerleaders don’t put in as 
much work as say football 
players. Others think that 
standing on the sidelines 
doesn’t make you an athlete.

But these people aren’t 
seeing what cheerleaders really 
do. For most cheerleaders, 
games are just something they 
have to do; competitions are 
what they really love.

“Games are fun, but I 
don’t count it as my sport’s 
season in high school,” Law 
junior Morgan Colombo said. 
“Competition is my season that 
is when the cheerleaders really 
get to show their skills and 
what we’ve been working over 
eight months for.”

There are two main types 
of cheerleading: high school 
and all-star cheerleading.

Mostly everyone knows 
what high school cheerleading 
is; they cheer at the football 
games and compete at their 

own competitions in the winter 
to spring.

But all-stars is a different 
story; they aren’t apart of a 
school or a club, they are their 
own gym where cheerleaders 
go for the sole purpose to 
compete. 

And even then when 
people watch what these 
cheerleaders flipping through 
the air multiple times or 
tossing another human being 
in the air they still don’t think 
cheerleading is a sport.

“All-star is a whole 
other world than high school 
cheerleading,” Law sophomore 
Sabrina Mrini said. “But it’s 
one thing that is the same is 
that we all look for the respect 
that other athletes have.”

Although some states in the 
country and some people don’t 
believe cheerleading is a sport, 
majority of the country does.

Recently the state of New 
York declared cheerleading 
as a sport. And many people 
think they did this for one main 
reason: the amount of injuries 
cheerleading produces in a 
year.

Even at the time when 
cheerleading wasn’t a sport 
it was the leading cause to all 
women injuries in high school 
sports.

According to the United 
States Sports Academy, 
cheerleaders who fall from 
“gymnastic-type” stunts have 
been reported to have a greater 
impact than being tackled by a 
professional football player. 

The USSA thinks that 
making cheer a sport will help 
the coaching education and 
new safety regulations like in 
other sports.

“Coaches don’t want 
to be in trouble for hurting 
kids,” National Cheer Safety 
Foundation (NCSF) founder 
Kimberly Archie said. 
“(Coaches) want these tools. 
They want this knowledge. 
They’re looking for this kind 
of education.”

Cheerleading has also 

produced a few catastrophic 
injuries in its years.

Krista Parks was practicing 
when instead of flipping 
smoothly through the air and 
landing safely in the arms of 
a cheer teammate, she fell 20 
feet headfirst into the gym 
floor, fracturing three vertebrae 
in her neck.

Parks escaped permanent 
paralysis but now lives with 
continuous pain in her neck, 
back and head, irreparable 
nerve damage and memory 
problems. 

This story of Parks is 
exactly why most states are 
trying to make cheer a sport, so 
they can try and prevent these 
things from happening. 

Making it a sport in a 
high school level then makes 
cheerleading governed by the 
same safety regulations as other 
sports, such as gymnastics.

But some coaches are 
nervous about this change.

“As of now were not a sport 
according to the high school,” 
Law head cheerleading coach 
Bonnie Etense said. 

“So that means we don’t 
have regulated practice 
times, for example we get to 
practice in the summer, where 
other sports, it’s just their 
preseason.”

This regulation will cut 
back on the practice times 
that these teams have, which 
is crucial to them during their 
competition season. 

“I don’t think people really 
understand how our sport 
really works,” Colombo said. 
“For example football players 
have over two hours to prove 
themselves in a game; we 
only have two minutes and 30 
seconds on the mat.”

And that is another reason 
why people argue if it’s a sport 
or not. 

Because these athletes 
are only on the floor for such 
a short amount of time some 
people don’t think it’s enough 
time to call it a sport because 
they think that they’re not 

putting in as much work.
But on the other hand, 

people who think it’s a sport 
say that these athletes put so 
much effort in, in only two 
minutes and 30 seconds that it 
has to be a sport.

As for the Quinnipiac 
cheerleading team, they got 
to keep their team, but it’s not 
called cheerleading anymore, 
and some might argue that it’s 
not like cheerleading at all.

They are now called 
Acrobatics and Tumbling team 
and are under the National 
Collegiate Acrobatics and 
Tumbling Associations. 

Acro and tumbling is 
now considered a sport in 
11 colleges and universities 
around the country. 

The goal of changing the 
aspects of cheerleading to acro 
and tumbling was to make it 
more uniform so that the two 
teams competing against each 
other are judged the same way 
and so that the points aren’t  
awarded on something like 
favoritism.

“The NCATA was founded 
by athletic directors, senior 
women’s administrators, and 

compliance officials,” said the 
Athletic Administrator of the 
NCATA. 

“With heavy involvement 
from university legal 
departments as well as head 
coaches of participating 
member schools, this 
organization believes strongly 
in the commitment to 
collegiate athletics internally 
from athletic departments.”

These 11 schools that are 
in NCATA compete against 
each other for the title of the 
NCATA Champion. 

This year for the fourth 
year in a row the University 
of Oregon won the title of 
NCATA champion.

“I’ve been saying that we 
haven’t peaked yet all season,” 
Coach Felecia Mulkey said. 
“The team was so ready for 
this and they weren’t going 
to be denied; before the final 
scores were announced, they 
felt like they had the meet that 
they wanted.”

Acro and tumbling is 
becoming more popular in 
colleges and universities around 
the country that don’t consider 
cheerleading as a sport.

Through acro and tumbling 
the  g i r l s  a r e  o ff e red 
scholarships and are treated as 
a sport in the schools.

But this upcoming sport 
isn’t stopping the cheerleaders 
now. 

“Acro and tumbling teams 
recruit cheerleaders, so in a 
way we are all still connected,” 
Colombo said. “This makes me 
want to work harder and push 
for new skills so I can get a 
scholar.”

For now the dispute on 
whether cheerleading is a sport 
or not continues. But with it 
becoming bigger and bigger 
every year, no one knows what 
will happen. 

(Some information courtesy 
csmonitor, fivethirtyeight.com, 
espn.com, aacca.org, and 
nationalcheersafety.com.)
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Teenagers Need To Fit Sleep Into Schedules

(photo courtesy montgomeryschoolsmd.org)

Morgan Hennessey
Staff Reporter 

Rachel, a fourteen year 
old student from Glasglow, 
Scotland, regularly pulls “all-
nighters.”

Obsessing over computer 
games keeps her up for all 
hours of the night, whether she 
is playing them or lying in bed 
thinking of strategy for her next 
eventful night. 

Yes, she achieves high 
scores. However, prioritizing 
her video games takes a detri-
mental toll on her life. 

Rachel admits to regularly 
falling asleep during class, 
missing important information 
and falling behind in her school 
work.

Was playing video games 
until dawn truly worth it?

“It does mess up your sleep-
ing pattern,” said Rachel. 

How Much?
Sleep. Russell Foster, a neu-

rologist who studies the sleep 
cycle, describes it as “the single 
most behavior a person has.”

Studies have come to the 
conclusion that children and 
teenagers need a minimum of 
about nine hours of sleep a 
night. 

“Kids from about 10 to 18 
need a little more than nine 
hours of sleep a night, on aver-
age,” said Mary Carskadon, a 
sleep researcher. 

Carskadon also concluded 
that most people in this age 
group get an average of seven 
hours of sleep a night. 

Teenagers who sleep the 
proper amount of time a night 
or more are healthier than those 
who sleep less. They also have 
a better memory and are more 
focused. 

“Almost all teenagers, as 
they reach puberty, become 
walking zombies because they 
are getting far too little sleep,” 
said James B. Maas, PhD.

Maas is a psychologist at 
Cornell University and one of 
the nation’s top leading sleep 
experts.

An experiment done at Har-
vard Medical School and Tren-
ton University concluded that 
teenagers are better focused 
after sleeping about nine hours 
a night consecutively for three 
days rather than those who 
didn’t have a sufficient sleep 
schedule. The experiment con-
sisted of several tests, one of 
which being that the subjects 
must catch a ball. The well-
rested subjects caught the ball 
at a higher percentage than 
the rest. 

“Sleeping only five to six 
hours a night can lead to impair-
ment,” said Matthew B. We-
inger, MD, a doctor who wrote a 
journal on sleep with co-author, 
Sonia Ancoli-Israel, PhD.

The Distractions
Teenagers in modern day 

society have developed “night 
owl tendencies.”

They are more often stay-

ing up late because of several 
factors in most young peoples’ 
lives.

Social life, including social 
networking, is a large issue in 
teenage sleep deprivation. 

Where young people might 
have a curfew preventing them 
from seeing their friends at all 
hours of the night, they have 
cell phones and computers in 
their bedrooms where they can 
connect to friends without leav-
ing the house.

Social networking isn’t the 
only form of technology that 
can cause a distraction. 

Addicting video games can 
keep someone up all night, 
as can constant streaming of 
television programs or movies. 

Workload keeps many teen-
agers up. They procrastinate 
doing homework until the last 
minute. 

Also, many high school 
students in today’s society have 
jobs which prevent them from 
doing homework until they get 
home, which can be as late at 
ten at night on school nights.

Consequences
Lack of sleep, in the end, 

does no good. Sure, staying up 
late at the time might have been 
fun, but there are detrimental 
consequences. 

Sleep deprivation makes it 
harder to learn, listen, and con-
centrate. It also causes hostile 
behavior in a person, making it 
harder to communicate or func-
tion normally in society. 

Digestive problems, mem-
ory loss, hallucinations and 
paranoia are penalties of sleep 
deprivation.  

Poor judgment can come 
from the tired, as 100,000 of 
freeway accidents in the United 
States are caused by drowsy 
drivers. 31 percent of people 
will “microsleep,” or fall asleep 
at the wheel.

“After nearly 24 hours with-
out sleep, performance can be 
impaired to extent equivalent 
to or greater than is currently 
acceptable for alcohol intoxica-

tion,” said Sonia Ancoli-Israel, 
PhD.

There are five stages of 
sleep, all important to allowing 
the human body to receive the 
rest it needs. 

While experiments with lab 
rats concluded sleep deprivation 
caused death far before they 
died of hunger, scientists say the 
process is slower for humans 
but it will eventually kill them 
with health issues. 

Why?
The body restores during 

the sleep cycle what it has lost 
through the long, tiring day. 
Without sleep, the body will 
never get the chance to grow 
stronger but will continue to 
deteriorate during the day.

During the sleep cycle, 
energy is conserved, about 110 
calories, which isn’t a lot but 
energy is very important for 
the human body to function 
efficiently. 

Most importantly: the sleep 
cycle improves brain processing 
and memory consolidation. 

“Our ability to come up with 
solutions to complex problems 
is largely enhanced from sleep,” 
said Foster.

People will process what 
they have learned during the 
day and it will become a stron-
ger memory. 

Foster says a proper sleep 
routine gives a person a three-
fold advantage in creative 
thinking than those who do not 
get the necessary amount of 
sleep to function to their fullest.

Solutions
Everyone has heard that 

they should shut off all elec-
tronics before bed and sleep in 
a pitch black room, but it just 
doesn’t always seem to work 
like that.

It’s all about routine.
“One must develop some 

kind of pre-sleep ritual to break 
the connection between all the 
stress and bedtime,” said Mi-
chael J. Breus, PhD.

The stresses in the everyday 
hustle and bustle can be tiring, 

yet keep you up for hours. It’s 
important to find a calming 
ritual to clear your mind before 
falling asleep, so it can be a 
sound night.

Creating a routine bed time 
and wake up time is important 
for improving your internal 
clock and sleep cycle. Even on 
the weekends, you shouldn’t 
change up your sleep routine; 
don’t wake up at noon just 
because you can.

“You should get enough 
sleep to wake up feeling 
refreshed and remain alert 
throughout the day,” Matthew 
Uhles said. 

“A good rule of thumb is 
to get enough sleep so you do 
not need an alarm or someone 
to wake you.”

Uhlels is director of op-
erations at the Clayton Sleep 

Institute in St. Louis, Missouri.
“It is important to keep a 

consistent schedule with bed 
time remaining the same or 
within 30 to 60 minutes from 
night-to-night,” Uhles said. 

Besides routine, there are 
numerous options to get the 
optimal night’s sleep. 

Midday naps may be effec-
tive for some people, as long as 
they aren’t taken too close to 
bed time.

It helps the body relax quick-
er to fall asleep if you don’t eat, 
drink, or exercise close to bed 
time. 

Keeping diaries or to-do lists 
will stop your mind from worry-
ing about tomorrow and keeping 
you up stressing. 

Although Rachel is conquer-
ing missions in her computer 
games, she isn’t conquering 
real life issues as well as she 
could be. 

If Rachel quit the video 
games a few hours earlier each 
night and got a few more hours 
of sleep, she would be living 
a whole new life she’s never 
experienced.

Learning about the impor-
tance of sleep to her mental and 
physical health helped her make 
the crucial decision to create a 
proper sleep routine.

With greater health, energy, 
and brain power she will become 
a better student in school and a 
stronger person overall. 

As Dr. Foster puts it, “if you 
don’t sleep, you don’t fly.”

(Some information cour-
tesy of www.bbc.com, www.
mathgoodies.com, www.pbs.
org, www.ted.com, www.sonic.
net,www.webmd.com, www.
thetelegraph.com, jama.jama-
network.com.)
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Endangered Species Increasing Dramatically 
Laura Gonzalez
Staff Reporter

In 2006, the United States 
Congress declared the third Fri-
day of every month Endangered 
Species Day. 

The 2014 celebration of the 
Endangered Species Day is its 
8th anniversary, yet this is an 
unheard of holiday. Organiza-
tions all over the country and 
here in Connecticut are trying 
to raise public awareness of not 
just this day, but also of these 
endangered creatures and meth-
ods to prevent the extinction of 
these species.  

The renowned Bronx zoo 
has taken this day as an op-
portunity to teach people of all 
ages about the importance of 
protecting endangered animals 
and plants and actions that can 
be taken to help preserve them. 
The Bronx also held a scaven-
ger hunt featuring exotic and 
domestic endangered animals to 
attract a larger audience. 

On a more national level, 
the Endangered Species Coali-
tion held an art contest open 
to students K-12 all over the 
country in honor of this day. 

This issue was named a 
national holiday because it is 
a pressing issue that is increas-
ing in importance and intensity 
each year. Just in the state of 
Connecticut there are 16 endan-
gered species, meaning there 
are less than 5 animals of that 
species in the state, and there 
are many other “threatened 
species.” Worldwide, there are 
5,689 endangered species and 
3,879 critically endangered. 

801 species have already 
gone extinct, and a select num-
ber of people around the world 
are working to prevent any oth-
er species from disappearing. 

Deforestation
Deforestation is the modern 

day Black Plague; it is spread-
ing and killing acre after acre of 
forest at a terrifying rate. A mass 
of rainforest about the size of 
Connecticut is lost every hour. 

The permanent destruction 
of forest all over the world 
accounts for between 12% to 
17% of the world’s greenhouse 
gas emission, feeding the world 
issue of global warming. The 
greatest problem is the burning 
of fossil fuels. 

As trees grow, they absorb 
large amounts of carbon dioxide 
which they store, helping to 
maintain a balance in the envi-
ronment. When these trees are 
cut down they release all this 
carbon dioxide and other green-
house gases they’ve absorbed 
throughout their lifetime.   

As of now forests cover 
30% of the world’s land area, 
but if deforestation continues 
at the same monstrous rate, 
scientists predict the world’s 
rainforest could completely 
vanish in a hundred years. 

Forests are cut down for 
various reasons, but the main 
ones are industry and money 

related. 
Forests around the world 

are being destroyed by large 
businesses for raw materials 
and land to build upon. 

“Most of what we have in 
our planet that is alive is in a 
rainforest. Rainforests take up 
5% of the surface of our earth, 
yet in that surface is as much 
as 60% of all life. Whether 
it’s aesthetic value, the global 
eco-chemistry role that they 
play in carbon exchange and 
oxygen, medicinal value or 
biodiversity, rainforests are 
incredibly important,” said Jeff 
Corwin, an American animal 
and nature conservationist. “So 
many things in our lives come 
from rainforests, from potatoes 
and tomatoes to medicines that 
fight everything from AIDS to 
cancer.”

Not only do forests contain 
a wide array of animal life but 
they also contain an extensive 
variety of plant life. Rainforests 
alone house more than 50% of 
earth’s plants and animals.  

Forests are crucial to our 
lives and to the lives of many 
creatures and plant species 
around the globe, which is why 
it is of extreme importance to 
protect this amazing habitat. 

Natural disasters like wild 
fires destroy enough of the 
world’s forests each year, hu-
man deforestation is an unnec-
essary evil.

Water Pollution
It is true 71% of the earth 

is made up of water which 
can be reused, but once water 
is polluted its uses diminish. 
All organisms need water 
to survive but the pollution 
of water could make it 
undrinkable.

Again, large industries 
are main contributors to this 
issue, as they discharge large 
amounts of organic toxins, oils, 
nutrients, and solids into water 
supplies. Human pollution, 
in addition to organic waste 
like sewage and farm waste, 
is diminishing the amount of 
clean water on earth. 

 These pollutants form a 
layer on the water’s surface 
blocking sunlight form 
reaching algae, the number one 
oxygen producer on earth. 

“Water conservation just 
makes sense.  It is about 
sustainable use of water 
to ensure affordable and 
equitable supply of drinking 
water into the future.  We 
are in the enviable position 
of having protected source 
waters, supplying us with 
high-quality water at the 
turn of the tap.  However, 
with a growing population, 
the demand on this resource 
is increasing,” said Jennifer 
Bailey, City of Vancouver’s 
Water Conservation Manager. 

Endangered Species
The two human induced 

threats are main factors in the 
endangerment of numerous 
species. 

Every time an acre of for-
est is destroyed, the homes of 
thousands of animal species 
are destroyed, and the pollu-
tion of water contaminates the 
home and the water supply of 
thousands of other organisms.  

At the moment there are 
several thousand endangered 
species in the world, and hun-
dreds have already gone extinct 
from natural causes and human 
induced destruction. 

“We lose a species of life 
every 20 minutes on our planet. 
Ultimately, the world we use to-
day, we’re not inheriting it from 
our ancestors: we’re borrowing 
it from our children,” said Dr. 
Andrew Mitchell of the Global 
Canopy Program. 

Due to the increase in hu-
man destruction to the environ-
ment, there is now great concern 
that the number of endangered 
species will also increase dra-
matically. 

“It’s about conserving re-
sources for every generation, 
whether it is to cherish or to use 
sustainably. I believe in using 
the earth cautiously and care-
fully. But with what I’m seeing 
in the current political environ-

ment, I’m really scared about 
the future of life on earth,” said 
Mitchell.

Solution
Deforestation, pollution, 

global warming, and endan-
gered species all go hand in 
hand. They are all issues we 
can help prevent by taking 
better care of the environment.

There are some very 
dedicated people working for 
the environment but this is a 
world issue that needs to be 
addressed by more than just a 
few. 

Cristina Mittermeier is 
one of the few who advocate 
for the environment and seek 
to get others involved in the 
conservation process. She is 
a conservation photographer 
that seeks to expose the beauty 
of nature so others will be 
motivated to help save these 
wonders. 

“Being a conservation 
photographer is not just 
about visualizing the issues 
or following interesting story 
lines. These are important, 
of course, but make no 
mistake, the real work of the 
conservation photographer 
begins after the last click of 
the shutter has been made,” 
said Mittermeier. “It is what 
happens with the images 
afterwards that matters most. 
Making wonderful pictures 
is important…but what we 
do with our images to make 
sure conservation action 

takes place, is what defines our 
unique brand of photography.”

People don’t  need to make 
conservation their life’s goal, 
but it is an issue that affects 
everyone and so there should be 
a unified effort, through small 
actions, to help protect the only 
planet that can sustain life. 

“The most important 
step is to realize you CAN 
make a difference,” said 
Corwin. “When you recognize 
your power as a consumer 
and civically within your 
community, there are 
tremendous opportunities. It 
truly begins in your backyard– 
a local river, a local ecosystem, 
a regional species that’s in 
trouble.” 

Everyone can help through 
small things like planting trees 
to replace those being mutilated 
every year, not littering, 
restraining the use of pesticides, 
or even getting involved with 
conservation organizations and 
helping with projects like the 
Nature Conservancy project in 
the Connecticut River. 

“When you turn the stove 
element on under a pot of 
water it doesn’t boil right 
away. Similarly, the climate 
takes time to warm because 
oceans take time to heat up,” 
said Noble Prize winner 
Dr. Andrew Weaver. “If we 
maintain greenhouse gas levels 
at today’s values, in the next 
few decades the Himalayan, 
Andes and British Columbia 
glaciers will be ice-free in 
summer — affecting millions 
of humans who depend on them 
for water. Lake Chad in Africa 
which straddles four countries 
is destined to completely dry, 
affecting 100 million people. 
When Pakistan and India 
no longer have water from 
glaciers, they will take it from 
somewhere. The problem will 
either become the great unifier 
or the great divider.”

Every living thing depends 
on the environment, whether 
it is the thousands of animal 
species or the billions of people 
all over the world. Let this issue 
be a unifier, not a divider. 

(Some information courtesy 
of carolcrenna.wordpress.
com; wildeyephotos.blogspot.
com; reenglobaltravel.
com; news.mongabay.com; 
waterdropblog.wordpress.com)

(photo courtesy savethegreatbear.org)

(photo courtesy stfc.ac.uk)

http://carolcrenna.wordpress.com/2013/01/24/is-climate-change-dead-nobel-peace-prize-winner-dr-andrew-weaver/
http://carolcrenna.wordpress.com/2013/01/24/is-climate-change-dead-nobel-peace-prize-winner-dr-andrew-weaver/
http://wildeyephotos.blogspot.com/p/intro-to-conservation-photography.html
http://wildeyephotos.blogspot.com/p/intro-to-conservation-photography.html
http://greenglobaltravel.com/2011/12/16/interview-jeff-corwin-on-the-challenges-facing-wildlife-conservation-his-new-tv-show-ocean-mysteries/
http://greenglobaltravel.com/2011/12/16/interview-jeff-corwin-on-the-challenges-facing-wildlife-conservation-his-new-tv-show-ocean-mysteries/
http://news.mongabay.com/2008/0818-mitchell_interview_gcp.html
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Four Bands Expected To Change Music Scene 

(photo courtesy spin.com)

Matthew Tighe
Staff Reporter

As American culture 
changes, it endures drastic 
changes within the music 
scene and music industry. 
With the advancement of 
new age technology, such as 
professional recording studios 
and the expansion of digital 
advertisement, music lovers 
have put down the vinyl and 
have picked up the iPhones to 
listen to their favorite artists. 

The general consensus 
that prevails with current 
music critics is that todays’ 
music is far too overproduced, 
generic, and mainstream. 
These critics are convinced 
that “good” music has since 
died out due to the excessive 
publicity and over-playing of 
famous pop hits on the radio. 
However, there are many 
artists, which the public ear 
may have not necessarily 
heard of before, that bring 
variation, originality, and style 
to the table, giving hope to the 
prospective music scene.  

Ratking
After the release of their 

new album, “So it Goes”, 
Ratking has only proven to 
gain the attention of numerous 
hip hop fans around the globe 
as they just can’t seem to pull 
away from the ridiculous 
flow of MC Patrick “Wiki” 
Morales, accompanied by the 
soulful bars of MC Lewis 
Hak, and the intense beats of 
producer “Sporting Life”. 

“Ratking aims to revitalize 
the reckless spirit of classic 
New York rap,” Pitchfork 
Music Reviews said.

Ratking does more than 
just revitalize the spirit of 
New York, but intends to 
create an auditory play on the 
urban jungle they know all too 
well, Harlem, New York. 

“Ratking really does come 
through with a sound that is so 
off the traditionalist map, that 
it’s really hard to compare,” 
Anthony Fantano of “The 
Needle Drop” said.

This raw and intimidating 
representation of New York is 
clearly delivered throughout 
the beats and rhythms of 
their producer, Sporting Life, 
as he recreates the intense, 
mangled sounds of New York 
through fast and intense beats 
and street sounds. Listeners 
experience these first-hand 
accounts of the teens who 
know how it feels to live in 
the Big Apple, and to be true 
New Yorkers. 

Ratking’s revitalization 
of hip-hop and sense of raw 
truthfulness takes on the new-
wave, chart-toppers such 
as Lil Wayne, Drake, Chris 
Brown and T-Pain.

The Guru
In a world of tame and 

conservative music, the 
Guru, took a leap of faith 
in developing their highly 

unique and unorthodox music. 
The Guru is a 4-piece 

band based out of Waterbury, 
Connecticut. The band 
possesses an original sound 
like no other, as they manage 
to combine disco-rock styled 
music with a psychedelic 
twist. Despite their unusual 
sound, the Guru is no outcast 
to the Connecticut music scene 
as they’ve managed to play 
numerous shows throughout 
CT, release two albums, and 
even make waves across the 
United States on tour. 

The young musicians, who 
are all in college, had a huge 
break through with the release 
of their debut album, “Native 
Sun” in 2011. Following this 
popular release, they once again 
stunned their fan-base with 
the 2012 album, “Go Easy”. 
The band belongs to their 
self-owned label, “Seagreen 
Records”, and includes the 
amazing artistic ability of 
Eddie Golden III (vocals and 
drums), Colin Sullivan (guitar), 
Adam Straus (bass), and Kyle 
McEvoy (guitar).

The Guru is widely known 
for their dueling guitar melodies 
between McEvoy and Sullivan, 
grooving bass lines, and wild 
yells of their vocalist/drummer, 
Eddie Golden. However, 
any Connecticut local that is 
involved in the Indie music 
scene knows that the true 
essence of the Guru is their 
amazing live performances, in 
which the audience can’t seem 
to sit still or keep their mouths 
shut. 

“I think what makes The 
Guru unique is how diverse 
our influences are and that 
we’re not trying to be anything 
but ourselves,” Guitarist Kyle 
McEvoy said. “We are really 
just trying to create something 
we can look back on to see our 
progression as musicians and 
songwriters, and to see how we 
were able to capture our lives 
exactly how they were at the 
time of each album.”

It’s the thrill and excitement 
of the Guru’s music that makes 
it stray away from the clean and 
gutless rock music that is heard 
on mainstream radio, as artists 
tend to “play it safe” in order 
to keep their fans.  But it’s this 
courage offered by the Guru 
that gives listeners a connection 
and a reason to keep listening 
as they feel sensations of 
happiness and enjoyment based 
on what they hear, and not their 
only their status or popularity.   

“As far as the music scene 
goes, I’d like to see it progress 
but I always fear that it’ll get 
less and less diverse.” McEvoy 
also said, “I’m also worried 
that the music scene might just 
become a lot of different bands 
trying to do the same thing and 
bands might start becoming 
afraid to push the limits and 
go out of their comfort zone 
because some people have 
become so set on trying to 
portray a certain image.”

The Guru certainly portrays 
the image they choose and 
challenges the demand of 
the mainstream sound with 
their sound that is simply 
incomparable. 

Furnsss
Also members of the 

aforementioned Seagreen 
Records, Furnsss are indie band 
from Burlington, CT made up 
of members: Brendan Dyer 
(vocals, guitar), Drew Dyer 
(guitar), Jeremy Stern (guitar), 
Nathan Nye (bass), and Parker 
Nye (drums).

Furnsss have proven their 
dedication to their music from 
their strong commitment over 
the past 5 years, only starting 
barely in their teenage years. 
Furnsss have released many 
albums including a self-titled 
full length in 2012, “the Fab 
EP” in 2013, and ended the year 
with an array of random demos 
that were constructed but never 
released until then. All of these 
releases were recorded in their 
home studio, Fox Cliff Studios. 

Furnsss were known 

through the Connecticut 
music scene as the young 
bucks, until their music kept 
becoming more memorable 
and unique to the listeners. 
It took years to develop the 
sound they like to call “indie 
fuzz rock”. 

“We are currently very 
happy with how everything 
is going,” Guitarist/vocalist 
Brendan Dyer said. “We really 
just try to keep it real and do 
our own thing.”

Furnsss certainly do 
continue to deliver their 
unique sound and catchy 
lyrics to listeners who love 
that crunchy and lo-fi sound.  

“They’re definitely 
underrated.” Law sophomore 
Jake Fucci said. “They can 
contribute a lot to the future 
music scene if they keep 
up what they’re doing and 
continue to progress.” 

Progression is surely a 
common theme through the 
band’s music as every release 
seems to be more dynamic 
than the last, impressing their 
fans more and more each time. 

Zanders
Based out of Hartford, Ct, 

Zanders is a new band that 
takes on alternative indie in a 
whole new direction. The band 
is led by Alex Saraceno (vocals 
and piano) and is powered by 
Kevin O’Donnell (bass), and 

Jason Rule (drums), who were 
involved in acts such as Two 
Humans and Sorority Noise. 
Zanders acts as revitalization of 
Alex Saraceno’s former band, 
but with a more full, mature, 
and established sound, as heard 
in their debut release “Been 
Better”. 

Zanders is simple, cute, and 
passionate, providing listeners 
with a sassy visual of the life 
of Alex Saraceno as she sings 
about the love and cravings 
of a young adult who faces 
problems of longing for love 
and attention, angst, sadness, 
jealousy, and even an ounce 
of anger. All of which are 
delivered through beautiful 
melodies constructed on piano, 
accompanied by an amazing 
vocal range. 

 Not only do these musicians 
create the perfect 3-piece 
lineup but seem to blend 
effortlessly together to create a 
sound that is so simple but that 
is so unlike any sounds heard 
on the radio, and certainly do 
seem to tower over today’s 
folk and pop songs. It shows 
true musicianship in the sense 
that their songs are clearly 
written with love and care, and 
written as originals compared 
to singers who only sing what 
mainstream songwriters write 
for them to sing.

Zanders also contribute 
many conflicting emotions 
throughout their songs, battling 
between maturity and nativity, 
love and hatred, and ignorance 
and wisdom. These themes go 
against the grain of the cookie-
cutter, clichés of today’s top 
music. It provides substance 
and a sense of reality. 

“Listening to Zanders is 
a lot more interesting than 
listening to the pop hits on 
the radio because it is a lot 
different, and more exciting.” 
Law junior Cassandra Steele 
said. “I think more artists need 
to establish these principles of 
realism and try to branch of into 
different directions in order to 
bring something more to the 
prospective music scene.”

(Some information courtesy 
o pitchfork.com, ratkingnyc.
com, zanders.bandcamp.
com/, theneedledrop.com, 
seagreenforever.com)

(photo courtesy Matthew Tighe)
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Horse Racing Deals With Drugs, Abuse
Haley McNulty
Staff Reporter

While what usually comes 
to mind when thinking of 
horses are Thoroughbreds 
sprinting their way to the fin-
ish at the Kentucky Derby or 
massive Warmbloods dancing 
in dressage, much more hap-
pens behind the scenes in the 
equestrian world. Abuse at the 
racetrack, international dres-
sage competitions, and Shod 
Performance horse shows are 
all, unfortunately, common.

Racetrack abuse is the 
most common and very well-
known because of races like 
the Kentucky Derby, the Preak-
ness Stakes, and the Belmont 
Stakes, which add up to the 
Triple Crown races. From the 
start, the horses are racing be-
fore their bodies have even 
fully developed.

Most racehorses start train-
ing at ager 1½ years old, start 
racing at age two or three, while 
the horse is not fully developed 
until age four, and are retired 
very early. The heavy galloping 
they do is a target for stress on 
legs and joints, and because the 
bones are not fully formed yet, 
breaks and fractures often oc-
cur. Even if nothing is broken, 
the horse will live a lifetime 
of problems including brittle 
bones and cardiac problems. If 
a break does occur, the horse 
is forced to be put down, like 
Eight Belles, a famous filly 
who was the runner-up in the 
2008 Kentucky Derby. She 
suffered from compound frac-
tures to both front ankles and 
was immediately euthanized. 
Dr. Larry Bramlage, the on-call 
veterinarian, said the trauma 
she suffered from was too great 
to even move her from the track 
to euthanize her.

Bramlage said the race-
horse was “a bit more angular, 
narrower-chested, with ten-
dencies toward being knock-
kneed, the conformation of hu-
man distance runners. Today, if 
you take the breed as a whole, 
they are broader chested with 
tendencies toward being bow-
legged and pigeon-toed. Like 
human sprinters. All fast hu-
man sprinters tend toward bow-
leggedness.”

Because Eight Belles was 
euthanized on national tele-
vision, it sparked a national 
controversy and debate over 
whether racing was an innocent 
past time or a deadly game.

Years of selective breeding 
have contributed to the evolu-
tion of Thoroughbreds. Bones 
are lighter, legs are longer, and 
times are faster. Now more 
than ever, the breed is incred-
ibly lightweight, with delicate 
bones that have dramatically 
increased the chances of track 
injuries.  

When trainers and owners 
are “finished” with the horses, 

when they are no longer per-
forming as well or have proven 
to not be winning racers, they 
are abandoned, neglected, 
abused, or sent straight to the 
slaughterhouse. This can occur 
soon after they start racing, or 
years later when the owners 
can no longer afford them.

Ron Turcotte, known for 
being Secretariat’s jockey and 
leading him to win the Triple 
Crown on June 9, 1973, also 
has a history of racing horses 
to their deaths. Before he raced 
Secretariat, he pushed a horse 
so hard in a race that he made 
its heart burst- leaving the race 
with several injuries. Because 
of Turcotte’s history with over-
racing horses and Secretariat’s 
incredible speed, everyone was 
concerned for his health when 
he raced over 35mph for 1.5 
miles at the Belmont track.

In North America, statistics 
showed that 800 Thorough-
breds die from racing-related 
injuries. For every 22 races, at 
least one horse suffers an in-
jury severe enough to prevent 
him from finishing the race.

From the thousands of 
foals born to race every year, 
only a few are chosen. The rest 
are tossed aside.

"The undeniable and in-
escapable problem with the 
thoroughbred industry is that 
thousands of foals must be 
produced in order to develop a 
few dozen good racers., Holly 
Cheever, DVM said. “The ex-
cess often meet with inhumane 
ends and similarly, when race 
horses are no longer money-
earning winners, they too often 
end up neglected, abandoned, 
and starving at the hands of un-
caring owners, with their final 
end being the slaughterhouse.”

Among the many disci-
plines in which abuse is a 
major problem is Shod Perfor-
mance horse shows, in which 
the awkward and unnatural 
gait the horses are trained to do 
is otherwise known as the “Big 
Lick.”

The front legs have an 
exaggerated, high-stepping 
stride- where their knees could 
almost hit themselves in the 
head. The back legs perform 
a much longer stride than the 
front legs. This “spider-crawl,” 
with two different movements 
between the two sets of legs, 
makes it difficult to learn and 
even harder to keep.

The abusive way has 
proved to be a much faster, 
easier way- if you don’t get 
caught. Heavy boots, known 
as “stacks” because of the 
lift they provide to dramati-
cize  are put on the front feet 
to build muscle, and once they 
are removed at competitions, 
the horses are unaccustomed to 
the sudden decrease in weight, 
and in turn, live their front legs 
higher than ever.

On the home front, the 
heavy boots are topped with 
thick metal chains to add 
weight. Inside the boots, gold 
ball halves, burning chemicals, 
rocks, and even, in some cases, 
glass. 

Diesel fuel and other 
homemade chemicals may be 
poured on their lower legs, and 
then wrapped in saran wrap to 
make the fluid sink in. Diesel 
fuel is known to only make 
the legs tingle, not burn, but in 
other cases, chemicals are con-
cocted to make the legs burn. 
This, too, makes for a more 
dramatic gait.

After ABC News aired an 
in-depth investigative video 
behind the closed stable doors, 
top trainer Jackie McConnell 
was charged with 52 accounts 
of violating the Horse Protec-
tion Act.

Soring “has been an open 
secret in Tennesee for years… 
There obviously is a huge 
problem,” Jonathan Lovvorn,  
senior vice president for liti-
gation and investigations with 
the Humane Society said. "In 
the competition to get this un-
natural gait, trainers are using 
banned substances to cheat."

After his exposition, Mc-
Connell is suspended from 
the Tennessee Walking Horse 
National Celebration for life, 
is banned from entering the 
organization’s grounds and 
was removed from the Hall of 
Fame.

"This action is the stron-
gest we can take and it clearly 
reflects our disgust with the 
actions of Mr. McConnell," 
said Doyle Meadows, CEO of 
the organization. "His actions 
are not reflective of the Ten-
nessee walking horse industry, 
and we in no way want him 
associated with our show."

Sponsors and organiza-
tions that were previously 
sponsoring the event have 
since pulled out. PepsiCo was 
only one of the many.

After the unveiled inves-
tigation of Jackie McConnell, 
several other large cases have 
followed, all involved the 
soring of Tennessee Walking 
Horses. 

One defendant was sen-
tenced to 12 months in prison 
with a $4,000 fine.

“He stressed the perva-
siveness of soring in the gait-
ed horse industry and testified 
that horses 'have got to be 
sored to walk,’” according to 
a statement from the U.S. at-
torney for the Eastern District 
of Tennessee.

Rollkur first debuted itself 
in the 1980’s, when German 
rider Nicole Uphoff using it as 
a training technique with her 
horse, Rembrandt. Rembrandt 
was described as a spooky 
gelding that was afraid of any-
thing and everything. Riding 
him in what was then referred 
to as “low, deep, and round,” 
the frame helped Uphoff to 
manage the horse. 

The pair went on to win 
team and individual dressage 
gold medals at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics and the 1992 Barce-
lona Olympics.

Uphoff’s methods were 
observed by other Olympic 

riders alike and were quickly 
adapted and used. As decades 
passed, soon some dressage 
enthusiasts became alarmed at 
what they believe was an im-
proper and dangerous training 
technique. Upon hearing con-
cerns, German veterinarian Dr. 
Gerd Heuschmann, working 
with German Olympic dressage 
champion Klaus Balkenhol, 
made headlines after publish-
ing the findings of his anatomi-
cal and biomedical studies of 
“rollkur,” as they  later dubbed 
it. One major point in his find-
ings was the hyper flexion can 
possibly block a horse’s airway.

Debate flared in Denmark, 
where an onlooker took sev-
eral controversial photos and 
uploaded them to Facebook. 
The photos showed Danish rid-
ers Anna Kasprzak, Andreas 
Helgstrand, and Thomas Sig-
tenbjerggaard schooling their 
horses before the 2013 Danish 
Dressage Championships. 

A few days after controver-
sy started, the Danish Equestri-
an Federation released a state-
ment. 

“For the past few days, pho-
tos of riders and horses from 
the Danish Dressage Champi-
onships have been made pub-
lic on social media and epona.
tv. The photos have sparked 
much debate and criticism of 
especially Anna Kasprzak. The 
Danish Equestrian Federation 
does not deal with cases in the 
public sphere, but we have the 
following comments in connec-
tion with this debate. 

The welfare of horses is al-
ways a priority for the Danish 
Equestrian Federation. To en-
sure that our competition hors-
es are well and fit to compete, 
we always make sure that vet-
erinarians and equine physical 
therapists monitor and conduct 
physical examinations before, 
during and after competitions. 
We have full confidence that 
our riders do their utmost to 
ensure welfare of their horses. 
Should situations arise in which 
there is doubt that the rules 
have been violated, we will, of 
course, look into and handle the 
matter. This is not done in the 
public sphere, but is handled by 
the appropriate authorities.”

In 2010, the International 
Equestrian Federation (FEI) 
added a section, Annex XIII, 
to the FEI Stewards Manual for 
dressage. 

While laws still don’t al-
ways stop the intense and wide-
spread abuse of the equestrian 
world, they do help prosecute 
large cases and set an example 
for those involved in abuse. 
With every law passed, another 
step towards the cleanse of the 
industry is taken.

(Some information 
courtesy  hphoofcare.com, 
m.humanesociety.org, usato-
day.com, thehorse.com)

(photo courtesy www.blogspot.com) 
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Hope Cupole
Staff Reporter

All around the world, high 
school seniors wonder what it 
will be like next year attend-
ing college. Their whole lives 
are about to transform and they 
will be independent individu-
als carrying out their own re-
sponsibilities. Everyone tells 
them in general what to ex-
pect to experience their fresh-
man year at college, but most 
seniors still have unanswered 
questions.

An online article talks 
about “The Freshman Blues” 
and tells a story of a college 
student who hated his first year 
of college because he didn’t 
know what to do or what to 
expect. He was overwhelmed 
with the number of options re-
garding classes and activities. 
He found that his classes were 
very difficult and required a lot 
more work than high school. 
He also found it hard to so-
cialize because of lack of time 
management skills. All these 
things return back to the lack 
of knowledge students have of 
what really happens in college. 

Three current college stu-
dents gave their views on what 
their freshman year of college 
was really like. They also gave 
tips and advice for future col-
lege freshman on things they 
wish they knew before enter-
ing college.

                ***
Katelyn Cupole

University of South Florida
Katelyn just finished her 

freshman year at the Univer-
sity of South Florida. Before 
class she spent her time getting 
dressed and if she had a quiz/
test/exam she would wake up 
about an hour earlier than nor-
mal and study right before she 
left for class. She did this to 
keep the material fresh in her 
mind.

 During class she would do 
her best to pay attention and 
focus on the lecture for the day. 
Sometimes that was very hard 
for her because the chapter is 
either boring or the professor 
has a hard time keeping the 
students interested.

Katelyn always got stressed 
over finals week because a lot 
of her grades in college de-
pend on how well you do on 
the exam. College exams can 
either make or break your final 
grade.

 Katelyn did not have a lot 
of free time because she was 
working part time as a server 
while attending college full 
time.

 All of her homework was 
submitted to online websites 
and then the grades are trans-
ferred to the college main web-
site. She was able to view them 
with easy access and it makes 
doing homework very conve-
nient.

Katelyn had Friday nights 

off of work, so those were her 
going out nights. If she didn’t 
have any homework or tests 
to study for, she would go to 
a Fraternity/Sorority party or 
she would hang out with her 
friends and boyfriend.

Katelyn spent most of her 
time at the apartments off cam-
pus because a bunch of her 
friends lived there.

She normally wore work-
out clothes to class because 
right after she got out of her 
morning class she liked to go 
right to the gym. 

Katelyn had a meal plan, so 
she ate at one of the restaurants 
on campus, she ate at subway, 
or she ate at one of the 6 dining 
halls she had located around 
her campus.

She tried to save most of 
her money because she had a 
meal plan so she didn’t have 
to pay for food daily. This was 
great because she had to pay 
for a lot of her own bills. 

Katelyn gave some advice 
to incoming freshman and 
said, “High school is NOTH-
ING compared to college! I 
don't mean to scare any of you 
incoming freshman, but oh 
my gosh, high school did not 
get me prepared for college. In 
high school I took all honors, 
advanced placement, and dual 
enrollment classes, but none 
of that compares to what it is 
like to take a full course load at 
a university. STUDY STUDY 
STUDY! Final exams and tests 
are usually the biggest parts 
of your final grade so DON'T 
mess up on a test or final. It 
will make or break your grade. 

If you plan on working 
while going to college, make 
sure you find time for your-
self, don't let all your time be 
on campus, at work, or doing 
homework. You need time 
for yourself even if it’s only 
one day a week, enjoy it! My 
last words of advice would be 
LIVE ON CAMPUS! I com-
mute daily to my college and 
it sucks... traffic is horrible 
most mornings especially if 
you take morning classes (rush 

(photo courtesy youvisit.com)

hour) and you don't meet as 
many people as if you stayed 
on campus. Be prepared, col-
lege is a whole different ball 
game. Study hard, have "me" 
time, and Live on campus.”

              ***
Mike Eisenberg

University of South Florida
Mike is a junior at Univer-

sity of South Florida. Before 
class he would usually eat a 
snack before he drove to class.

During class he took notes 
and sometimes fell asleep de-
pending on how entertained 
he was with the material be-
ing taught. Mike sometimes 
had multiple homework as-
signments and tests during the 
same week which stressed him 
out.

Mike took late morning 
and early afternoon classes, 
so at night he usually had free 
time.

Mike took business class-
es, so the homework was usu-
ally online. He spent about 4-5 
hours a week doing homework.

He spent most nights tak-
ing his girlfriend out on dates 
or went and hung out at his 
university’s fraternity houses. 
He spent his free time hanging 
out with his friends, and play-
ing sports such as baseball and 
football.

Mike usually wore basket-
ball shorts and a tank top to 
class because he lives in the 
“Sunshine State”.

He doesn’t normally eat on 
campus because he doesn’t like 
the food they offer, so he usu-
ally eats at Subway or Moe’s.

When he’s on campus he 
usually spends his time at the 
university’s gym.

Mike spent most of his 
money on food while at col-
lege.

Mike gave some advice 
to incoming freshman and 
said, “Get involved with your 
school's events or join Greek 
life. Being active is good for 
your health and it's a great way 
to meet new people.”

              ***
Maleah McLean

The University of 
Central Florida

Maleah is going into her 
sophomore year of college. 
She attends The University of 
Central Florida. Before class, 
Maleah would be sleeping or 
catching up on homework due 
that day. 

During class she took 
notes and listens to the lecture. 
Tests and finals are the things 
that stressed her out. She felt 
pressure to keep up her GPA 
to maintain scholarships she 
worked hard for. She thought 
about her future a lot which 
helped her stay on task. 

Maleah is very involved 
and only had a little bit of free 
time. She doesn’t have a pay-
ing job so that allowed her to 
take up other activities and do 
resume builders. 

Because of the rigorous 
classes she took, she had a lot 
more homework her second 
semester. Most of her home-
work was doing online dis-
cussions, quizzes, and online 
labs.  

For fun at night she would 
either be helping putting on an 
event for Campus Activities 
Board because she is a com-
mittee member or she would 
go to a sporting event with 
some friends. Her school has 
many events every day at any 
time so it was hard for her to 
be bored.

She spent most of her 
free time watching Netflix or 
hanging out with her new col-
lege friends. 

The beginning of freshman 
year she tried to dress nicely, 
but by second semester she ws 
back to wearing T-shirts. 

She really didn’t go to 

many restaurants because she 
had a dining plan at her dining 
hall. Maleah spent most of her 
time at the Student Union be-
cause it has everything and it is 
the center of campus. Plus, all 
of her meetings for clubs were 
there.

Maleah didn’t spend a lot 
of money during her freshman 
year except on small things at 
Target.

Maleah gave some advice 
to incoming freshman and said, 
“If I had to give advice to in-
coming freshman, it is to defi-
nitely join clubs and organiza-
tions that interest you because 
it is the best and most efficient 
way to make good friends be-
cause they share the same in-
terests. Also, as weird as this 
sounds, try not to hang out 
with a lot of people you went to 
high school with, that way you 
are forced out of your comfort 
zone and you can expand your 
horizons and make the most of 
your college experience. It is 
true when they say college is 
what you make it. Although it 
is very expensive, it is an expe-
rience well worth it. Not only is 
college an investment in your 
future, it is a chance at a fresh 
start and a chance to experience 
new things and people. Never 
say no to trying new things 
(within reason of course)! It is 
NOTHING like high school so 
enjoy it!”

High school and college are 
very different from each other. 
“The Freshman Blues” are very 
easy to get, but hopefully this 
article helps explain what to 
expect as a freshman college 
student. Jennifer Klein and Ali-
cia LaPolla said, “Being a first-
year student is fun! Unlike high 
school, where your first year is 
usually filled with anxiety and 
the occasional wrong-class-
room mishap, colleges prepare 
first-year students with an ori-
entation that builds a strong 
bond among class members.” 

College is a time of growth 
and experience. Students learn 
new things and grow into indi-
viduals. It’s supposed to be a 
time of excitement, not anxiety. 
Hopefully these college stu-
dents helped lower your wor-
ries.

Dennis Prager said, “One 
of the great mind destroyers of 
college education is the belief 
that if it's very complex, it's 
very profound.”

(Photo courtesy weareiu.
com, collegeconfidential.com)

Life Through The Eyes Of College Students 

(photo courtesy usf.edu)
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Ryan Axtell
Staff Reporter

Becoming the number 
one pick in the NFL draft is 
the ultimate dream for every 
football player. 

For former South Carolina 
defensive end Jadeveon 
Clowney, that dream became a 
reality on May 8 as he became 
the first overall pick for the 
Houston Texans.

Clowney became a 
sensation during his three year 
tenure at South Carolina due 
to his big hits and electrifying 
presence on the field. Clowney 
drew crowds and because of 
this, he helped bring in money 
for the university. 

Although Clowney 
helped bring in money for 
the university, he received 
no money in return. People 
like Jadeveon admit that they 
believe that this is unfair 
and NCAA athletes just like 
Jadeveon should receive a cut 
of the funds the athletes help 
bring in for their respective 
universities. 

“They are selling our jerseys 
with our numbers and making 
money off of ticket sales, so I 
think college athletes should 
get paid,” said Clowney on 
“Jim Rome” on Showtime. “If 
I would have had the chance to 
take care of my family through 
college, I would have probably 
stayed in college,” added 
Clowney when asked if being 
paid would have influenced his 
decision to stay in college or 
enter the NFL draft.

The topic of whether or 
not college athletes should be 
paid came to prominence after 
a $10.8 billion television deal 
between CBS/Turner Sports 
and the NCAA for the men’s 
basketball March Madness 
tournament from 2011 to 
2024. The idea of nearly $11 
billion being spent to televise 
college basketball for just a 
few weekends per year makes 
it seem to some people that it 
is not right to spend so much 
on these athletes without them 
getting anything in return. 

Michael Wilbon, an ESPN 
commentator, argues that just 
a piece of that enormous deal 
should taken and used to pay 
the athletes simply because that 
is what’s fair. If people around 
the athletes are making money 
off of them, then perhaps the 
athletes deserve a cut too. 

“We’re talking $11 billion 
for three weekends of television 
per year. On top of that, there’s 
a new four-year deal with 
ESPN that pays the BCS $500 
million. So, if those two deals 
were worth, say, a combined 
$10 billion instead of $11.3 
billion, would the games not be 
televised? Would the quality of 
the broadcasts or the coverage 
or the staging of the events be 
somehow diminished?” said 
Wilbon. “What if people in the 

business of money took $1.3 
billion off the top, invested 
it, sheltered it and made it 
available to provide a stipend 
to college athletes, how could 
anybody stand on principal and 
argue against paying the people 
who make the events possible 
in the first place?”

Although there are many 
proponents for NCAA athletes 
being paid, there are also 
many opponents to the idea. 
Some people say that the 
athletes should be grateful for 
the scholarships they have in 
the first place mainly because 
without a scholarship, many 
of the athletes would not be 
playing their respective sports 
in college at all due to the high 
cost of attending a university. 

“They’re taking a seat 
from a paying student,” said 
NCAA president Mark Emmert 
when asked to respond to 
the assumption that athletic 
scholarships cost universities 
nothing. Emmert also hinted 
that paying athletes will most 
likely not happen in the near 
future despite a big push for it. 

“One thing that sets the 
fundamental tone is there’s very 
few members and, virtually 
no university president, that 
thinks it’s a good idea to 
convert student-athletes into 
paid employees. Literally into 
professionals,” said Emmert. 
“Then you have something 
very different from collegiate 
athletics. One of the guiding 
principles (of the NCAA) has 
been that this is about students 
who play sports.” 

Emmert seems to be in 
the minority in this situation, 
but his voice and his opinion 
matter the most since he is the 
man who gets to make changes 
to NCAA policy. 

Although NCAA athletes 
may not start being paid in 
the near future, some changes 
in favor of the athletes have 
already started taking place. 
On Thursday, March 22, the 
NCAA approved of all division 
I athletes to receive unlimited 

meals and snacks. Prior to this 
change, the athletes were only 
allowed three meals per day 
and for all other food they were 
on their own. 

This change partially 
came in response to UConn 
basketball star Shabazz Napier, 
who said he sometimes went 
to bed hungry and starving for 
food. Not making any change 
would most likely hurt the 
NCAA’s image which has been 
under fire in the recent past for 
the way it has handled certain 
sanctions and punishments for 
specific schools and athletes. 

After this unlimited meal 
change, the big picture shows 
that the NCAA is open to 
making changes as long as 
the support and reason behind 
making certain changes is 
there. In the case for NCAA 
athletes being paid, the support 
is certainly there. 

Former Northwestern 
University quarterback Kain 
Colter is one of the main 
protagonists in the push for 
the athletes being considered 
employees and has already 
taken action. Colter took his 
case to Capitol Hill and met 
with Senator Sherrod Brown 
who is in full support of Colter. 

     “The right to fair treatment 
is why all workers, no matter 
the job or venue, should have 
the opportunity to unionize,” 
said Brown. “College athletes 
dedicate the same hours to their 
sport as fulltime employees and 
deserve the same protections 
as any other worker. I offer 
whatever assistance I can to 
Mr. Colter and his colleagues 
to help athletes organize 
and ensure their rights are 
commensurate with their 
sacrifice and responsibilities.”

This came just a week 
after the Chicago office of the 
National Labor Relations Board 
ruled that the Northwestern 
football players are employees 
of the university and have the 
right to collectively bargain.

Regardless of what side 
to the issue any given person 

may be on, it’s difficult not to 
admire the support and steam 
the cause has received.  

Northwestern is currently 
appealing the ruling and 
it’s vice president of sports 
and recreation, Jim Phillips, 
released a statement regarding 
the university’s stance on the 
issue.

“Northwestern believes 
that our student-athletes are 
not employees and collective 
bargaining is therefore not the 
appropriate method to address 
these concerns,” said Jim 
Phillips “However, we agree 
that the health and academic 
issues being raised by our 
student-athletes and others are 
important ones that deserve 
further consideration.”

Aside from college 
athletes themselves 
weighing in on the issue, 
some professional athletes 
themselves have offered their 
view on the issue, and it seems 
that they support the idea of 
the athletes being paid. 

Adrian Peterson, one of the 
most dynamic and successful 
running backs in the NFL, 
was once a star running 
back for the University of 
Oklahoma. During his time 

College Athletes Making Push To Be Paid
at the school, Peterson had to 
balance academics, athletics, 
and even becoming a father as 
his first daughter was born. 

“Nobody wants to live 
in the dorms for four years,” 
Peterson said. “You see the 
guys who are older, and they 
have responsibilities. I feel like, 
as much money as universities 
make, some of that should 
come down to the players, as 
well.”

Peterson, in a conference 
call, also brought up the point 
that both he and now former 
Texas A&M quarterback 
Johnny Manziel brought in tons 
of money for their universities.

“Johnny Manziel made 
Texas A&M so much money,” 
he said. “When I was at 
Oklahoma, they made so much 
money.”

Peterson’s comments 
certainly appeal to the masses.

Right now, there is no way 
to tell who the next Jadeveon 
Clowney will be. There is 
no surefire way to tell who 
will be the ones bringing 
in millions of dollars for 
their university. There will, 
however, be a greater push in 
the future for NCAA athletes 
to begin receiving payments, 
and regardless of whether 
the support comes from 
professional athletes, college 
athletes, or even Capitol Hill, 
the support will certainly be 
there. 

What matters in the future 
is whether or not the NCAA is 
willing to take the leap and give 
the masses what they want. It 
may take less than a year or it 
may take 10 years, but based 
on the current support from a 
wide variety of people and their 
expected continued support, 
there is a good reason to 
believe that somewhere down 
the road, NCAA athletes will 
be considered employees and 
start being paid.

(Some information courtesy 
of espn.com, nydailynews.
com, usatoday.com, and 
huffingtonpost.com)

(Photo courtesy of nydailynews.com)

(photo courtesy of chronicle.com)

(photo courtesy cbssports.com)
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Tanning Comes With Many Hidden Dangers

(photo courtesy zheattanning.com)

Emily LaLuna 
Staff Reporter
@emilylaluna

Seventeen-year-old Katie 
Donnar is a living example 
of what could happen when 
people overuse tanning beds. 

Donnar was in the sixth 
grade when she became 
interested in tanning. 

She was a cheerleader and 
was considered the “pale” one 
on the team, she was the only 
one who didn’t use tanning 
beds, and this made her feel 
left out. 

She tanned every other 
day and spent $100 a month 
at a tanning salon so her 
parents bought Donnar her 
own tanning bed for monthly 
payments of $75 a month.

“That summer, I noticed 
a strange mole on my leg. I 
had read a story in Seventeen 
about checking moles, and 
some of the descriptions of the 
abnormal ones matched mine,” 
Donnar said.

After asking her mother 
to make a dermatologist 
appointment and having to 
wait nine months the family 
decided to have her see the 
family doctor. The doctor had 
her in for an appointment the 
very next day; this is when she 
became worried. 

“A week later, I had the 
mole removed and I thought 
everything would be fine,” 
said Donnar. “But then a few 
days later, my dad told me that 
we needed to talk. He said, 
“The doctor just got your test 
results. You have malignant 
melanoma,” The deadliest 
form of skin cancer. “Dad, I’m 
17. I don’t get skin cancer,” 
I said. I sat there in silence. 
Finally, I asked, “Can I die 
from this?” He tried to reassure 
me that they caught it early and 
I would be okay, but I could 
see he was scared too.”

A 2002 study in the Journal 
of the National Cancer Institute 
found that using indoor 
tanning devices increased the 
risk of skin cancers 2.5 times 
for squamous cell carcinoma 
and 1.5 times for basal cell 
carcinoma compared with 
nonusers.

“If you look at some of 
the statistics with tanning 
beds, for example, one session 
in a tanning bed increases 
your chance of melanoma by 
20 percent,” dermatologist 
Dr. Jerry Brewer, principal 
investigator of the study, said.

Less than half of all 
teenagers use sunscreen. One 
out of three teenagers says they 
tan because it looks healthy. In 
fact, in an AAD survey, more 
than 80 percent of people 
aged 25 and younger said they 
looked better with a tan. It is 
estimated that 2.3 million teens 
visit a tanning salon at least 

once a year.
Indoor tanning exposes 

users to both UV-A and UV-B 
rays, which damage the skin 
and can lead to cancer. Using 
a tanning bed is particularly 
dangerous for younger users; 
people who begin tanning 
younger than age 35 have a 
59% higher risk of melanoma. 

Using tanning beds also 
increases the risk of wrinkles 
and eye damage, and changes 
skin texture.

Although many young 
people may want to have nice 
tan skin New York State is 
trying to place a ban on kids 
under the age of 18 from the use 
of tanning beds. The current 
law is that anyone under the 
age of 14 is not allowed to 
use tanning beds but anyone 
between the ages 14-17 is not 
allowed to use tanning beds 
without the consent of a parent 
or guardian. The state believes 
that people under the age of 18 
should not be using tanning 
beds.

Some argue that people 
under the age of 18 should be 
allowed to use tanning beds 
because they are previously 
warned of the potential 
problems they could cause on 
the body. So if they want to put 
themselves at risk they should 
be allowed to.  The tanning 
salons do say that the use of 
ultraviolet radiation may cause 
skin cancer. 

Others believe that the state 
of New York is trying to make 
rules for something that should 
be handled by the parents 
of the user. If the parent has 
a problem with it then they 
should do something about it 
not just rely on the state to ban 
it. They believe that everyone 
in the world is subject to skin 
cancer just by going outdoors. 
The chance of developing skin 
cancer by going outdoors is 

still high. If the person wants 
to use a tanning bed and put 
them self at risk then why not 
let them. It’s their body. 

They cite the fact that there 
have been cases in people that 
have developed skin cancer 
and have never once set foot 
into a tanning salon and have 
also wore sunscreen for the 
majority of their life. 

Those who support the 
teen tanning ban cite many 
statistics. The UVR radiation 
produced by some tanning 
units can be 10 to 15 times 
higher than the midday sun. 

For 23-year-old Natalie, 
too much tanning has serious 
consequences.

“The spot on my back 
turned out to be a melanoma 
in situ, meaning it hadn’t gone 
past the skin surface, so it 
was 100 percent curable with 
surgery, it was a three-hour 
surgery. I took a really long 
time to recover, and it was very 
painful. I couldn’t sit, stand, or 
sleep, and my mom had to take 
care of me. It was like being 
a baby again. Before my last 
check-up, I noticed a mole on 
my upper right thigh scabbing 
over and itching a lot, and some 
moles on my upper back were 
also itchy. My dermatologist 
had told me to tell him about 
moles like this. The mole on 
my upper back had grown 
a little, so he biopsied that 
and the one on my leg. Both 
were diagnosed as atypical 
moles, which can turn into 
melanomas,” said Natalie “Not 
a day has gone by since my 
original diagnosis a year-and-
a-half ago that I don’t convince 
myself a mole somewhere 
on my body will become a 
melanoma. Melanoma robbed 
me of my youth.”

Natalie now knows that 
tanning is not worth all the 
damage and problems it can 

cause. 
Twenty- four-year-o ld 

Chelsea slso knows the 
dangers.

“I’m surrounded by people 
who have always loved 
tanning salons. Both of my 
grandmothers tanned indoors 
and my aunt actually had a 
tanning bed in her home. I 
visited my first tanning salon 
at age 14. For about six years 
I tanned for approximately 12 
minutes three to four times 
a week for a month before 
major events, like prom,” 
said Chelsea. “When I was 
23, I scratched an itch on my 
back that felt like a scab. My 
boyfriend looked at it and 

said that the mole on my left 
shoulder had scabbed over 
and was leaking a clear fluid. I 
knew that wasn’t normal, so I 
called a dermatologist the next 
day. The dermatologist did a 
full body check and thought I 
was OK, but decided to remove 
the suspicious mole, just to 
be safe. Ten days later I was 
having the stitches taken out 
and joking with my boyfriend 
when the dermatologist walked 
in and blurted out that I had 
melanoma. He scheduled me to 
see an oncologist and a surgeon, 
and prepared me to hear that 
the melanoma had spread, and 
that I would need treatment. 
Less than a month later, I had 
surgery to remove the lymph 
nodes* under my arms and 
either side of my neck. The 
doctors also took about five 
inches of skin out of my back. 
They found melanoma in the 
lymph nodes under my left arm 
and in the right side of my neck. 
I was diagnosed with stage III 
melanoma.”

Teens should take caution 
when going out into the sun 
and when tanning in a tanning 
bed. Sunscreen can only help to 
a point.

“A lot of my friends tan, 
but I know better,” said junior 
of Jonathan Law High School 
Kayla Patrick. “I know 
tanning can cause skin cancer, 
and my parents won’t allow me 
to do it.” 

(Some information 
courtesy of startribune.
com, healthychildren.com, 
seventeen.com, and skincancer.
org)

(photo courtesy standuptanningbed.com)



             Page 18 ENTERTAINMENT May/June 2014THE ADVOCATE Jonathan Law HS

Bryan Creevy
Alumni Columnist

“Bioshock Infinite” was 
voted the third best game of 
2013 and for good reason. The 
game received praise from 
critics everywhere and had 
good reviews across the board. 
Upon release, they announced 
three DLC drops that would 
be coming out within one year. 
The two biggest of the three 
are extensions to the main 
storyline called “Bioshock 
Infinite: Burial at Sea Episode 
1 and 2.” 

“Burial at Sea: Episode 1” 
was released on November 
12th, 2013 and went back to 
Bioshock’s roots as you played 
as an alternate universe Booker 
DeWitt (the playable character 
in Bioshock Infinite) in the 
underwater city of Rapture. 
This game took place in the 
year 1959, one year before the 
events of the first Bioshock 
and 47 years after the events of 
Infinite. This version of Booker 
is a private investigator who is 
given a case from Elizabeth (the 
girl Booker saved in Infinite) 
about a young girl named Sally 
who Booker lost. She claims 
that Sally is alive and that 
Sander Cohen (a character 
you encounter in the original 
Bioshock) may know where 
she is. 

The gameplay gets intense 
during the middle and end of the 
DLC drop. Feelings of nostalgia 
for the original Bioshock come 
up as gamers find themselves 
t ravel ing the underwater 
pathways that they had ventured 
years ago. The world of Rapture 
isn’t exactly as we remember 
it, though. To blend in some 
ties to Infinite, the famous Sky 
Hook melee weapon returns 
called the “Air Grabber” and 
versions of Columbia’s (the 
Sky City of Infinite) Sky Lines 
and Hooks called Pneumo-

Lines and Hooks are found 
throughout various parts of the 
game to still have the Infinite 
feel in the gameplay. 

The Weapon Wheel that 
was removed from Infinite 
makes its return in the story 
allowing Booker to hold on to 
weapons whenever he picks 
them up instead of limiting his 
selection to two weapons at a 
time. Plasmids also return as 
Vigors are their Columbian 
version. Now that it takes place 
in Rapture once more, the super 
human abilities the character 
wields return to the title of 
Plasmids. 

There are new weapons 
and Plasmids for players to 
experiment in combat with 
that have never been seen 
before. Old Man Winter is a 
new Plasmid that can be used to 
freeze enemies before blasting 
them apart. The Radar Range is 
a new weapon that can be used 
to heat up enemies until their 
insides explode. 

“Burial at Sea: Episode 2” 
which was released on March 
25th this year, a day short from a 
year after the release of Infinite, 
and was a direct follow-up to 

Episode 1 with barely any time 
missing in between the two. 
Players, for the first time, take 
control of Elizabeth which adds 
a unique style of gameplay to 
the series. Following the events 
of Episode 1, Elizabeth, who 
is now on her own, is trying 
to save Sally from Atlas (your 
comrade and betrayer from 
the original Bioshock game) 
who took possession of her. 
He planned to Harvest her for 
Adam (energy that can allow 
you to buy more powers), but 
when Elizabeth sees a vision of 
Booker who tells her to say to 
Atlas that she can get him back 
to Rapture, Atlas changes his 
mind. Atlas agrees to hold on to 
Sally for her and lets Elizabeth 
live gambling that she can 
actually get him back. 

Playing as Elizabeth is 
different as she is weaker than 
Booker. She has an Air Grabber 
to melee enemies, but she isn’t 
strong enough to kill them 
with it. This DLC drop is about 
stealth and wit as, prior to 
finding your first gun, Elizabeth 
can only knock enemies 
unconscious by sneaking up 
behind them and hitting them 

in the back of the head with 
the Air Grabber or shooting 
them with a Tranquilizer 
via a miniature Crossbow. 
Environmental factors such as 
water or glass on the floor make 
her footsteps louder, so players 
must actively be aware of their 
surroundings in order to get 
the drop on enemies. Later on, 
Elizabeth does receive guns to 
kill with, but players can make 
it through this DLC using only 
non-lethal attacks. There is even 
a new game mode called “1998 
Mode” that players may only 
use non-lethal weapons.

One main difference in 
this DLC from the main game 
and the previous DLC is that 
Elizabeth has lost her ability 
to open Tears. She can no 
longer open and use Tears for 
the advantage of the players 
due to a plot factor revealed in 
the beginning. She also can no 
longer find random weapons, 
money, and health like she did 
as the partner earlier on. These 
two changes add to the need for 
stealth and scavenging.

These two DLC drops are 
perfect closures for the series. 
As the head director revealed, 

they are giving up the rights 
to the Bioshock franchise, so 
these two add-ons were the 
wrap-up for the whole series. 
It ties together the events of 
Bioshock Infinite and the 
original Bioshock in such a 
beautiful way that it will leave 
most fans of the series with their 
jaws dropped. The ability to see 
Rapture before its civil war and 
downfall, which is the big story 
of the original game, was an eye 
opener, too, as it showed the 
serenity and beauty of the city 
in its glory days. Gamers got to 
see the city alive and flourishing 
which was something that was 
never revealed in the originals. 
Plus, a lot of links between 
different versions of reality and 
the two cities of Rapture and 
Columbia were revealed that 
really blend the entire franchise 
together in a fluent way.

Each of the two drops are 
somewhat short and each only 
allow you to explore certain 
parts of Rapture, but this helps 
keep the story together. The 
Splicers (enemies) that you face 
can sometimes be very dumb 
and unaware (especially in 
Episode 2), so that brings down 
the gameplay a little bit, but 
they become more challenging 
the higher difficulty that you 
select. 

B ioshock  has  been  a 
franchise with some of the 
biggest twists in gaming history 
with the original Bioshock 
ranking as the third best game 
of all time. Each new game 
and DLC drop has been just as 
satisfying as the last, and has 
never been one to disappoint. 
Though, this may be the last 
we see from this series, both 
Burial at Sea Episode 1 and 2 
ended things magnificently in 
a way where there is little room 
for dissatisfaction. They are not 
DLCs to disappoint.

Rating: 4.5 out of 5 stars

Bioshock Infinite DLC Amazes Series Players

‘Burial at Sea’ release posters astound fans. (photo courtesy imore.com)
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(photo courtesy innocentwords.com)

Ben Buczek
Entertainment Editor
@benbuczek

Synth pop band Neon Trees 
drops gooey love music on “Pop 
Psychology”. It is their third 
studio album and they have 
grown very popular in the last 
couple of years.

The band started out in 
Southern California with two 
neighbors, lead singer Tyler 
Glenn and guitarist Chris 
Allen. Once the band became 
functioning and others joined, 
the group started to tour all of 
California in 2005. Once 2010 
came along the band became a 
commercial hit with songs like 
“Animal” on top of the charts.

The band’s new album 
is based on Glenn’s therapy 
sessions due to mental problems 
that resulted into canceling 
shows in 2012. 

The album starts off with 
the songs “Love in the 21st 
Century” and “Text Me in the 
Morning”. Although the two 
songs are catchy enough that 
people will like it, they sound 
way too similar. Someone could 
easily think one song is the 
other. 

This album as a whole 
just sounds very repetitive 
and has little depth into it. 
Even lyrics in songs are used 
more than once throughout the 
new album. It can get pretty 
annoying and makes you want 
to stop listening very quickly. 
The band needs to write more 
songs with a different sound. It 
seems songs on this album are 
the same as any other song ever 
written by Neon Trees.

Catchy sing along lyrics 
aren’t enough to satisfy listeners 
and that’s what the band needs 
to work on the most in the 
future. 

Other than that, this band 
can pass as decent. They’ve 
shown themselves as the type of 
band to have one or two really 
good songs and an album.

The most popular song and 
well written song is “Sleeping 
with a Friend”. 

This song matches with 
other good songs of the band’s 
past like “Everybody Talks”. 
The song shows Glenn’s 
powerful vocals and showy 
lyrics that combine into a great 
time listening to the car radio. 

The thing that is good 
about this song is that it sounds 
different from the rest of the 
album. This song isn’t just a 
clunk of pop waste; it is an 
original piece of music. 

When listening to this 
album, the listeners go through 
many  phases :  bo redom, 
enjoyment, sleepiness, nausea, 
and contentment. It’s not a 
very impressing album, but 
then again this isn’t a very 
impressing band. 

In the end, it all depends 
on what type of music a person 
likes. If a listener likes feel 
good pop music, you’re in for 
an alright time.

Rating: 2.5 out of 5 stars 

When listening 
to this album, the 

listeners go through 
many phases: 

boredom, enjoyment, 
sleepiness, nausea, 
and contentment. 

It’s not a very 
impressing album 

at all.

New Neon Trees 
Album Falls Flat

           (photo courtesy innocentwords.com) 

Michael Vaccaro
Entertainment Editor
@mikevaccar0

In 2011, The Black Keys 
released their most critically 
acclaimed album, “El Camino”. 
This album contained many hit 
songs such as “Lonely Boy”, 
“Gold on The Ceiling”, and 
“Little Black Submarines”. “El 
Camino” had a huge reputation 
to live up to due to the album 
that preceded that it, “Brothers”. 

“Brothers” was released in 
2010 and was a wonderfully 
produced album with many 
blues-esque songs like “Tighten 
Up”, “Everlasting Light”, and 
“Next Girl”. Both “El Camino” 
and “Brothers” were produced 
by Danger Mouse, who has a big 
influence in making the albums. 
Ever since The Black Keys has 
teamed up with Danger Mouse, 
their songs have sounded more 
pop-blues/disco like rather than 
hardcore blues rock.

The new Black Keys album, 
“Turn Blue”, is no exception 
to this. On “Turn Blue”, it is 
obvious to tell where Danger 
Mouse had his inputs and 
where he didn’t. The first single 
from the album, “Fever”, has 
a minimal guitar riff with a 
deep bass line. The chorus 
of the song has this hideous 
sounding synth riff with this 
hidden deep shouting track in 
the background. It works well 
considering the song is called 
“Fever” because the synth is so 
woozy that it can literally make 
someone sick. 

The second single of the 
album is the title track, “Turn 
Blue”. The song is features 
a slow blues sounding guitar 
riff and violins are introduced 
in the chorus, which is just 
unnecessary. The worst part 
about the song is that there is 
this scratching vinyl sound in 
the background throughout the 

entire song and it just ruins the 
sound of it.

While the two singles have 
some minor flaws, songs like 
“Weight Of Love” and “In 
Time” are perfectly made. 
“Weight Of Love” is the album 
opener and is a nearly seven 
minute jam. The song starts off 
with the sound of gently played 
chords on an acoustic guitar 
with a bell and synth riff being 
played over it before going into 
this distorted guitar solo. The 
song then goes back to the main 
riff with singer Dan Auerbach 
singing “I used to think, darling, 
you never did nothing/ But you 
were always up to something”. 
“In Time” sounds like it could 
have been on “Brothers” due to 
the steady piano chords played 
in the background, the “oohing” 
and “aahing” of vocals and the 
heavy guitar riff. But the song 
also draws elements from “El 
Camino” and can be heard in the 
choruses of the song with the 
sound of hand clapping which is 
reminiscent of the song “Dead 
and Gone”.

What ruins the album is 
this apparent theme of love and 

heartbreak which is annoying 
and repetitive. Songs like 
“Waiting on Words” and “In Our 
Prime” are slow blues ballads 
about love and they just ruin the 
album with how repetitive and 
annoying sounding they are. 
“10 Lovers” is an alright song 
but it is just too disco sounding 
with the rough synthy chorus 
sound and it feels out of place 
on the album. Another good 
song that is out of place on 
the album is the closing song, 
“Gotta Get Away” which is 
the most pure blues sounding 
song the band has put out in 
a long time. The song is very 
catchy with its cheesy chorus, 
“I went from San Berdoo to 
Kalamazoo/ Just to get away 
from you/ I searched far and 
wide, hoping I was wrong/ But 
baby all the good women are 
gone.” While “Turn Blue” does 
have its highlights, most of the 
songs are cheesy, annoying and 
repetitive, or sound out of place. 
Compared to the well-produced 
albums, “Brothers” and “El 
Camino”, “Turn Blue” sounds 
like such a mediocre album. 

Rating: 2.5 out of 5 stars

The Black Keys’ ‘Camino’ 
Album Just Mediocre



Stop & Smell The Roses: 
We’ll never forget the last four years...

What’s In Your iPod?
Senior: Scott Osborne

Senior: Aaron Tejada
1. Rude - Magic

2. La La La - Naughty Boy
3. Ain’t It Fun - 

Paramore
4. All Of Me - John Legend

5. Just One Last Time - 
David Guetta

Senior: Emily Romero

(photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto)

(photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto) 

(photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto)

Senior: McKenna Saturovsky

1. Soak Up The Sun - 
Sheryl Crow

2. Rockstar - Nickelback
3. Happy - Pharrell
4. Baby I Like It - 

Enrique Iglesias feat. Pitbull
5. All-Star - Smash Mouth (photo courtesy Meaghan Sollitto)

1. Classic - 
MKTO

2. Corona and Lime - 
Shwyaze

3. Sorority Girl - Luke Bryan
4. The Partition - Beyonce

5. Sunday Morning - Maroon 5 

1. Crank That - 
Soulja Boy

2. Ridin’ Dirty - 
Chamillionaire

3. Power - Kanye West
4. Watcha Say - Jason Derulo

5. Levels - Avicii
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Megan Fitzsimons
Columns Editor
@meganfitzsimons

June is finally here! It’s 
the best and worst time for 
seniors. As we count down the 
days to June 17, we cherish the 
moments left in the place we 
call home, Jonathan Law. 

Graduation is just the 
end of one chapter and the 
beginning to a new one. As 
you begin life after high school 
you cherish the memories 
and lessons you’ve learned. 
No matter where you end up, 
whether it is college or work, 
you will never forget. 

It’s time for finals so don’t 
check out just yet. These last 
few grades are still important 
no matter what grade you are 
in. College asks for the final 
transcript and they love to see 
consistent good grades. And 
for everyone that isn’t a senior, 
don’t forget that the grades 
follow you everywhere. 

The end of the year 
is always the best time. 
Everyone says their goodbyes 
and writes their favorites 
memories of one and other in 
the yearbooks. The memories 
will last a lifetime. 

College is almost here for 
most, and it will come very 
soon. As we go to orientation 
and learn all about our schools 
its gets more and more real. The 
fear and excitement is hitting 
hard. But, don’t forget to still 
have fun before college starts. 

Between senior pranks and 
teachers plotting to get the 
seniors back, the end of the 
year is a good time. The school 
work continues but so does the 
fun. 

With everything that has 

happened throughout this year 
Jonathan Law is closer than 
ever. No matter who you are 
or what you are going through 
everyone at Law is there for 
you.  We will always be one 
big family even in 50 years. 

Always remember that you 
can come back to Law and 
have the whole school there to 
support you. 

This has been one long, 
hard, fun year. Between duct 
taping teachers to the wall and 
having the band A Great Big 
World come perform a private 
concert for us. Jonathan 
Law is an amazing school 
and everyone will miss the 
amazing things that we have 
done here. 

So, as we leave Law and 
continue our long journeys in 
the real world we will always 
be thankful for the lessons 
learned and memories made 
here. It has been an incredible 
year for everyone. Most will 
return next year and continue 
their great times. 

The seniors will leave, but 
don’t worry, we will come 
back and visit. And we will 
always remember to stop and 
smell the roses.

Graduation is just the 
end of one chapter 

and the beginning to 
a new one. As you 

begin life after high 
school you cherish the 
memories and lessons 

you’ve learned. 
No matter where you 
end up, whether it is 
college or work, you 

will never forget. 
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I’m A Freshman...Again?:
The Life Of A College Freshman From The Eyes Of A Law Graduate

Bryan Creevy
Alumni Columnist

In a college full of frats and 
sororities, insane homework, 
and somewhat decent meals, 
Bryan Creevy – that’s me – and 
The Advocate will try to do 
the impossible: create a guide 
to help you survive college! 
This is Bryan Creevy’s College 
Survival Guide. (Results may 
vary).
         ***

Though Law’s school year 
is coming to a close, college 
has been done for me up at 
Southern New Hampshire 
University. Since my year has 
come to an end, I thought the 
end of my freshman yeat in 
college would be a good topic 
to talk about. When you are in 
your final weeks of your first 
year of college, you may start 
getting lazy as you anticipate 
your long, four month 
vacation. Let me tell you how 
to survive the end of the year 
at a university.

Just because the year is 
almost at its end doesn’t mean 
that the workload is dying out. 
A lot of people believe the 
struggle is over, the climax 
has been passed, and they’ve 
moved into the falling action. 
This is not the case. Things 
should actually be still rising 
up to the climax as final 
projects are being assigned or 
reminded and the last chapters 
are being squeezed into the few 
remaining classes so you can 
still be tested on them. Exam 
week should be the climax of 
your year since everything is 
built up to that one final test or 
project.

Do not ever believe that 
you can slow down a single 
bit when you have less than 
a month left of classes. Your 
relaxation can begin on that car 
ride home after you’ve finished 
all your tests and packed all 
your things to go back home 
with you, but before that, it’s 
crunch time. Teachers want 
to test what you have learned 
throughout the semester. 

They will be giving you more 
challenging assignments 
whether it be homework or 
projects. They will be grading a 
little bit tougher, and preparing 
you for their exams. They 
aren’t doing this to overwork 
you, though. They want to 
make sure you pass their class, 
so they do this to ensure you 
know everything you need to 
know to ace the test.

These last few weeks are 
the final days that you can use 
all the helpful tools colleges 
have to offer. If you have any 
questions about a chapter on 
the test or an instruction on 
the final project, make sure 
you visit their office hours to 
straighten things out. These 
last grades are important 
because you won’t be able 
to make them up later in the 
semester anymore because 
there is no more semester after 
them. Many professors do not 
offer extra credit opportunities 
either, so these grades can 
really build you up or break 
you down. 

The Learning Center is 
another resource that you 

should use if you have any 
questions. They often open 
their hours later or have more 
tutors working simultaneously 
because they know that 
students will be stressing 
through their studies. They are 
there to help you feel confident 
about your courses. If you 
can’t make the office hours of 
a certain professor, try to find a 
time where you can get a one-
on-one tutoring session with 
someone who is experienced 
in the field that you may be 
struggling in. These people 
aren’t going to hunt you down 
to make sure you know your 
stuff. Only you can take the 
initiative to prepare yourself 
for these final grades that can 
be the determinate between 
whether you pass or fail. Use 
whatever you can or you will 
regret it come the time grades 
are released.

In between your rigorous 
studies and long projects, 
you cannot forget the friends 
that you’ve made through the 
past year. It isn’t high school 
anymore; you don’t live in 
the same town as all of your 

classmates. More than half 
of them probably live an 
hour away or so depending 
on the college you attend, so 
you won’t see many of them 
until the Fall. If they really 
mean something to you, make 
sure you go out with them 
sometime whether it be to a 
school based event, hanging 
out with them on a Friday or 
Saturday night, or just going 
out to lunch or dinner at the 
Dining Hall. You’ll regret 
not giving them the time you 
wish you had once you’re 
hundreds of miles away from 
them. By the end of that year, 
most, if not all of you, should 
be driving, so you have the 
means to visit them during the 
summer, but it depends on how 
much they mean to you, how 
far you’re willing to go, and 
if your parents would let you 
drive the distance. Through 
this, you may get to see them 
during the sunny days, but 
odds are, you won’t see them 
all. Put together one last time 
you and all your friends can 
get together and just hangout 
as a group. You will look back 

at your freshman year and miss 
all the good times you’ve had 
with them, so make one more 
memory to end the year. 

The end of the year is not 
a joke. It’s a big change back 
in September when you first 
make the transition from high 
school to college, but the end 
of the year will be just as big 
a change. Though it will be 
intimidating in the beginning, 
you will grow to be accustomed 
to your new life that forms 
from your new environment, 
friends, and experiences. 
Leaving all that you will 
have gotten used to and come 
to care about at college can 
be just as devastating as it 
will be to have left all that 
from your hometown. Make 
sure that you exit from your 
freshman year on a good note 
with nothing left that you will 
regret. Though you’ll have at 
least three more years at your 
university, you only have one 
year as a freshman, as the 
bottom of the barrel. Most 
of your college experience is 
built around this time period 
where you find who you are 
and where you fit in. 

In my freshman year, I’ve 
made mistakes, I’ve been 
stressed beyond belief, I’ve 
had sleepless nights, I’ve lost 
friends and gained new ones, 
I’ve gone through moments 
where I wish I could go back 
and smack my past self straight 
across the face. However, I’ve 
had many good times and 
triumphs, as well, and all of 
it created the person college 
changed me into. I wouldn’t 
change any of it because 
regrets hold you back. 

I hope all of what I have 
contributed to The Advocate 
about college helps all of you 
who are anticipating the leap 
to a university be prepared 
for what is in store for you. I 
wish you all the best of luck. 
College is supposed to be the 
best years of your life, and I 
wish these words become the 
truth for each and every one of 
you.

Southern New Hampshire University’s rock, gifted by the alumni from the 
Class of 1993 stands proud in front of the school. 

(photo courtesy stateuniversity.com)
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Senior Jacob Williamson and sophomore Jess Centore were two of Law’s top jumpers this year. 
(photos courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)

Boys, Girls Lacrosse Teams 
Finish Off Spring Seasons

Richie Dow
Sports Editor
@richieedow
 Law’s boys lacrosse  team 
recently finished their second 
season while the girls team 
wrapped up their first season.
 The boys team finished 
with a record of 1-14; the girls 
finished 6-9. 
 “We had a rough year,” 
senior captain Dylan Hallett 
said. “But having one win 
was a plus, and hopefully 
the program can keep 
developing.” 
 The boys were led by 
captains Hallett, senior Dan 
Bosler, and junior Brady 
Dennigan.
 “We took our bumps and 
bruises,” Bosler said. “But 
there is no other group that I 
would want to do it with, we 
had fun no matter what the 
circumstance was.”
 Their one win came 
against Wilbur Cross on April 
17. They won a nail-biter by 
the score of 8-7. 
 “This game was one that 
I will remember forever,” 

Hallett said. “It was a constant 
battle, and to come out on top 
was pretty special.
 The girls team finished 
with a record of 6-9. As a first 
-year team they impressed a lot 
of other programs and showed 
that they were not just an easy 
win on their schedule.
 The teams captains were 
Hadir Elhelw, Christina 
Alexopolous, and Rachel 
Gomes.
 “We had a memorable 
year,” Gomes said. “We had a 
lot of fun along the way while 
winning some big games.”

 The team looks promising 
with good performance from 
underclassmen. 
 In particular, Katie 
Rice and Angela Scuito are 
standout players, Sciuto led the 
team in scoring with 21 goals.   
 “We are excited as to what 
the future of the girl’s lacrosse 
team has at Jonathan Law,” 
Sciuto said. “It looks like we 
have laid the groundwork to 
become a successful program 
in future years.” 
 Freshman Dylan Lucas 
manned the goal for the boys 
team.  
 “Playing goalie was the 
best,” Lucas said. “I had a lot 
of action this year but all in all 
it was a good experience.”
 Both teams maintained a 
positive attitude throughout 
the year, which allowed them 
to win more games and keep 
the morale up. 
 “No matter what 
happened, we all had fun,” 
Elhelw said. 
“Us being a loose team helped 
us gel together and become a 
tight-knit team.”

“We had a 
memorable year.

We had a lot of fun 
along the way 
while winning 

some big games.”
- Senior girls 

lacrosse captain 
Rachel Gomes

Senior Ryan Axtell tees off. (photo courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)

Golf Wins 5 Matches
The Jonathan Law golf team just finished off a successful spring 
season that saw them win five matches, including two wins over 

rival Foran. It was the first time in over a decade that Law swept 
the season series from Foran. Key golfers for the Lawmen this 

year included Ryan Axtell, Hayley Lapadula, Luke Mazzeo, 
Jake Mola, Max Casserta, and Jack Merva.

Meaghan Sollitto
Columns Editor

The Nation of Domination 
has dominated on the track 
once again as their season 
comes to an end. 

The boys finished their 
regular season with a 4-9 
record and the girls finished 
with a 4-8 record. 

“We had a very good 
season this year as well as a 
young team,” boys head coach 
Mr. Beler said. 

“We faced a tough schedule 
but were able to finish in good 
fashion by being the 13th 
team out 34 at the Class MM 
Championships.” 

The captains this year were 
Mark Thibault, Ryan Siddall 
and Nick Casagrande. 

Junior Jeremy Doucette 
received a second place 
medal for the 800 meter run. 
Along with Doucette, senior 
Casagrande medaled in shot 
put, senior John Lawless 
medaled in the 110 hurdles and 
junior Max German medaled 
in pole vault. 

Some key players this 
season were Lawless, 
Casagrande, Doucette, 
German, Jacob Williamson 
and Thibault.

“Being a captain was truly 
such an honor especially since 
this is my last season,” senior 
captain Thibault said. “I’ve 
spent more time at Law for 
sports than I have for school 
so to know it’s all over is 

bittersweet but I plan to make 
the most of what’s left.” 

On the girls side, senior 
Brittany Scott, senior Ciara 
Hayden, sophomore Jess 
Centore, freshman Colleen 
Rice, freshman Bethany 
Edwards and junior Tiffany 
Coleman led the team to a 
rather decent season. 

The captains this year were 
Sarah Gambardella, Kelly 
Kruysman, Hayden and Scott. 

Centore was the go-to-girl 
of the season whether they 
needed her to compete in long 
jump, high jump or the 400 
meter run. Rice, Hayden and 
Edwards did exceptionally 
well in distance events, 

while Coleman was always a 
standout in events such as the 
100 meter dash and the 4x100 
relay. 

“I was very happy when 
I was selected as a captain,” 
senior captain Scott said. “I 
have been doing track all four 
years at Law and no matter 
what we say about practice or 

long meets it has been a great 
experience.” 

The girls team also won 
the Katzmarsic Meet, which 
is a meet held here at Law 
comprised of at least 10 other 
high school teams, by a lot of 
points. 

Also, many hit their 
personal records by the end of 
the season. 

“This season I always 
had so much fun singing and 
dancing on the way home 
form away meets with all of 
my teammates,” junior Cori 
Kalafus said. “I have made so 
many new friends during this 
season that I will never forget.” 

Boys, Girls Track Wrap Up Successful Spring
“I was very happy 

when I was selected 
as a captain. 

I have been doing 
track all four years 

at Law and no 
matter what we 

say about practice 
or long meets it 
has been a great 
experience doing 

track at Law.”
- Law senior girls 

track captain
Brittany Scott 
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Girls Tennis Makes States, Boys Improve

Senior Lianne Maynard and sophomore Bobby Phong were the #1 singles players for the 
Law girls and boys tennis teams this season. (photos courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)

Stephanie Cameron
Sports Editor

The Jonathan Law boys 
and girls tennis teams both had 
memorable seasons.

The girls tennis team 
finished with a regular season 
record of 10-7 and the boys 
tennis team finished with a 
team record of 4-15.

The Lady Lawmen won 
the SCC Division II Tier 4 title 
this season with a 7-1 record. 
It was the first time since 
1979  that the team has won a 
division title.

The girls also beat Foran to 
make states as a team for the 
first time in 10 years.

“It was an unbelievable 
year,” head coach Mr. 
Kulenych said. “We had a 
special group of kids this year 
that worked so hard and got 
better and better as the season 
went on. I’m so proud of them 
for the way they competed all 
season.”

 Senior captain Lianne 
Maynard went All-SCC for 
the second time and made 
individuals states for the 
second year in a row. Maynard 
became the first girl in Law 
history to be named All-SCC 
twice.

“What Lianne has done for 
our program the last four years 
is immeasurable,” Kulenych 
said. “The minute she steps on 
the court, we are a legitimate 
team. She’s been a leader 
on and off the court and so 
much of what we were able 
to accomplish this season was 
because of her play and her 
leadership.”

The team was also led by 
freshman Victoria Contaxis 
who led the team in wins with 
13 and was named Athlete of 

the Week in the New Haven 
Register in April.

 “Victoria was the last piece 
of the puzzle,” Maynard said. 
“We needed her to be the best 
team we could be this year.”

Senior captains Hebani 
Duggal and Kate Brady were 
also huge contributors to the 
team this year, winning 16 
matches combined from the #3 
and #4 singles spots.

Juniors Raeven Grant, 
Sofya Calvin, and Sravya 
Jaladanki, sophomores 
Emma Shea and Anna 
Downs, and freshman Megan 
Gleason made up Law’s 
successful doubles teams. 

Seniors Michelle Novak 
and Mariah Hanania also 
contributed to the varsity team.

Along with all the team 

accomplishments, Kulenych 
was named SCC Division II 
Tennis Coach of the Year.

The girls team beat Foran 
5-2 to clinch their berth into 
the state tournament. They also 
recorded wins over Lyman 
Hall, Career, West Haven, 
Mercy, East Haven, and 
Hamden.

This year was the first time 
Law has defeated Foran in 
tennis in 10 tries. 

“My favorite memory was 
beating Foran,” senior captain 
Hebani Duggal said. “This 
season has been the best way 
to leave senior year.”  

In states, the girls team 
fell to Joel Barlow in the first 
round.

“This year was a total team 
effort,” Kulenych said. “When 

you win 10 matches in our 
league, it takes a team effort. 
When our seniors came here 
four years ago we were a 4-win 
team. They worked so hard to 
get better, and we added some 
pieces, and the result was a 
really amazing year.”

Senior Mariah Hanania 
said she didn’t want the season 
to end.

“I will miss the entire 
team,” Hanania said. 
“Everyone worked hard.”

 For the boys team, senior 
captains Gabe Salles and 
Soumya Kundu finished their 
doubles season 11-6.  

Salles and Kundu made 
states for the second year in 
a row. They made it to the 
second round of the Class M 
state tournament, but were 

unable to go any further.
“I’m really going to 

miss playing doubles with 
Soumya,” Salles said. “But, 
I’m also going to miss my 
team as a whole.” 

Sophomore Bobby Phong 
was also a standout for the 
boys team. Phong advanced to 
the third round of the Class M 
state tennis tournament. 

Overall, members of the 
team felt that the memories 
and connection they had were 
more important than wins and 
losses.

“We are brothers,” Senior 
Jacque Jalaf said. “Our coach 
even said we reminded him of 
a fraternity.” 

All season, the team was led 
by tri-captains Salles, Kundu, 
and Krishnan Sureshkumar. 

“Leadership kept us going 
this year,” senior Aashu Patel 
said. “Our captains came 
together and helped everyone 
improve.”

“It was an 
unbelievable year.
We had a special 
group of kids this 

year that worked so 
hard and got better 

and better as the 
season went on. 
I’m so proud of 

them for the way 
they competed 
all season.”

- Law girls tennis 
coach Mr. Kulenych
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Lawmen Have Eyes On State Championship

Captain Jimmy Palmer was one of Law’s leading hitters this year. (photo courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)

Christina Macaluso
News Editor

The Jonathan Law baseball 
team is beginning to wrap up 
their postseason with an eye on 
a state title.

After ending their season 
with a record of 17-3, the team 
was ready to give it their all 
and go after a state and SCC 
championship.  

The team moved on to sem-
finals after beating career in the 
quarterfinals but unfortunately 
fell to Amity in a 5-1 defeat. 

“We came in to the game 
knowing that Amity was a 
tough team and that we needed 
to play hard,” senior captain 
Jimmy Palmer said. “We 
weren’t able to get the win but 
I think it made us realize we 
need to really focus if we want 
to win the state championship.” 

With states starting June  2,  
just four days after SCC’s, the 
boys were more than ready to 
get to practices and prepare for 
the first round of states.

Law played New Fairfield 
June 2 and won 1-0. They 
moved on to play New London 
June 3 and won 10-0. 

Law will next play against 
Darien in the quarterfinals 
Friday June 6 at home. 

“I think it’ll be a very 
competitive game,” senior 

Tim Maher said. “It’s the 
state tournament so every 
team is good that you play, we 
just have to play our brand of 
baseball and I think we can 
come out with the win.”

Law has improved 
significantly. Last year, they 
ended their season with a 
record of 10-10, not making 

it past the first round of states, 
and not making it to SCCs. 
This year they gained a lot of 
recognition and respect as an 
overall team. 

“I think that before, other 
teams kind of looked at us as 
an easy team to beat,” Captain 
Jake Rouse said. “This year, 
we earned our respect and we 

really showed everyone how 
good of a team we are.”

With the postseason 
coming to an end, the players 
are becoming nostalgic. 

For seniors, they know that 
this will be the last time they 
all play together as one team 
before they move on to their 
respective colleges. 

In total, there are 11 seniors 
on the team, seven of them 
being starters. 

This will leave a big hole 
for the team to fill next year.

“It’ll be really hard to 
replace the seniors next year,” 
sophomore Rob Griswold 
said. “They were all really 
good influences and great 
players so I think next year, 
thanks to them, we’ll know 
what to do and how to adjust.”

Coach Mr. Simler could not 
be any happier with the team’s 
success and improvement this 
year. 

“This year’s team has been 
working extremely hard,” 
coach Simler said. “I am very 
proud of how they committed 
themselves to one goal.”

Lady Lawmen Look To Make Run In Class L

Senior third baseman Danielle Gray gets ready for a play. (photo courtesy Rostrum Yearbook)

Richie Dow
Sports Editor
@richieedow

The softball team just 
finished off another strong year, 
ending the regular season with 
a record of 14-6. 

They had big wins this year 
over Foran, Cheshire, Hamden. 
The team had contributions 
from all classes this year. 

“We were led by seniors that 
had a lot of experience,” head 
coach Ms. Paolini said. “We 
also had some freshmen step 
up and contribute to our team.”

The team will only lose 
three starters. They are Danielle 
Gray, Stephanie Cameron, 
and Jenna Bernard. 

“It stinks to know that 
they have to go,” sophomore 
shortstop Gege Romero said. 
“But it’s nice knowing that you 
have people that are capable of 
filling the holes for the future 
years.”           

 The team had a lockdown 
outfield this year who caught 
just about everything.

It was composed of 
Cameron, junior captain 
Justine Bannon, and 
sophomore Erin Saley.

“Our outfield was great 
this year,” Bernard said. “It 
was reassuring knowing that 
when the ball went up into the 
outfield that it was going to be 
caught.

For the third year in a row 
the Lady Lawmen qualified 
for the SCC tournament. They 

advanced to the second round 
before losing to Amity in the 
semifinals. 

“It was tough losing 
in SCC’s but it was nice 
winning the first round game,” 
Cameron said. “It’s the first 
SCC tournament game that we 
have won in my four years in 

this program.”
The Lawmen also qualified 

for the state tournament. They 
secured the 11th seed drawing 
Middletown in the first round. 

In the first round they 
defeated Middletown by a 
score of 3-2 in 8 innings. 

“It was nice to get the first 

round game out of the way,” 
Gray said. “We got most of the 
butterflies out, and came out 
one step closer to our goal of 
winning a state championship.”

In the second round they 
traveled to Sheehan. Law 
knocked Sheehan out in 
the first round of the SCC 
tournament, so it Sheehan was 
gunning for the Lady Lawmen.

In a close game through 
all seven innings the Lawmen 
were victorious by a score of 
3-1. 

With this win, the 
Lawmen will advance to the 
quarterfinals. They will face 
Sacred Heart Academy who 
is coming off of a big win of 
Masuk. 

“We just have to keep 
playing like we’re capable of,” 
Cameron said. 

“It’s not who we end up 
playing, it’s how we play 
that will dictate if we win or 
not.”    

If the softball team beats 
Sacred Heart Academy they 
will advance to the semifinals 
on June 9 at Delucca Field. 
They will play the winner of 
Berlin and Torrington. 

“This year’s team 
has been working 
extremely hard.

I am very proud of 
how they committed 

themselves to 
one goal.”

- Law head baseball 
coach Mr. Simler
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Jonathan Law High School 
Class of 2014 - Class Profile

Have you ever tripped up the stairs at Law?

Yes: 90 %
No: 10 %

 Have you ever left school to go get food?

Yes: 80 %
No: 20 %

         What was your favorite dance?
Prom: 81 %

Ring Banquet: 11 %
Cotillion: 8 %

     Which ice cream store do you prefer?

Cone Zone: 39 %
Carvel: 17 %

Sundae House: 1 %

Walnut Beach Creamery: 27 %
Scoopy Doo’s: 15 %

Which social media site is your favorite?

Instagram: 56 %
Facebook: 12 %

Tumblr: 1 %

Twitter: 20 %
Vine: 11 %

What is your favorite place to get food near Law?
Dunkin’ Donuts: 49 %

McDonald’s: 13 %
Bagel Bar: 1 %

YouTube: 48%
Cool Math 4 Kids: 22%

Pinterest: 28%
PowerSchool: 2 %

What is your favorite computer distraction site?
Nachos: 40 %

Pizza: 20 %
Chicken Parm: 33 %

Pork Chop: 7 %

What is your favorite lunch?

    What was your favorite school year?

Senior: 62 %
Sophomore: 17 %

Junior: 19 %
Freshman: 2 %

    What type of music do you listen to?

Country: 37 %
Rock: 21 %

Pop: 24 %
Rap: 18 %

Mr. Mac’s: 28 %
Taco Bell: 9 %
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The Advocate Asks This Year’s Seniors:
Where Will You Be Next Year?

I, Ayah Alharbali, will be attending the University of Bridgeport.
I, Salma Almidani, will be attending the University of Connecticut. 
I, Lena Arnold, will be attending Boston College.
I, Ryan Axtell, will be attending the University of Connecticut.
I, Jenna Bernard, will be attending Mount Saint Mary College.
I, Colleen Bogucki, will be attending the University of Connecticut.
I, Brooke Bonetti, will be attending the University of Connecticut.
I, Casey Bostic, will be attending the University of Wisconsin, Eau Calire.
I, Danielle Biondino, will be attending Johnson and Wales University.
I, Kate Brady, will be attending Quinnipiac University. 
I, Tiani Britt, will be a full time Certified Nursing Assistant. 
I, Shauna Brotherton, will be attending Housatonic Community College.
I, Ben Buczek, will be attending Eastern Connecticut State University. 
I, Matt Cadrin, will be attending the University of New Haven.
I, Stephanie Cameron, will be attending Endicott College. 
I, Jesiree Carrera, will be attending Southern New Hampshire University. 
I, Hope Cupole, will be attending Roger Williams University. 
I, Nicole DeLallo, will be attending Southern Connecticut State University. 
I, Amanda DeLeo, will be attending Southern Connecticut State University. 
I, Jackie DelPrete, will be attending Salve Regina University. 
I, Esha Deshmukh, will be attending Boston University. 
I, Tarik Diktas, will be attending Sacred Heart University. 
I, Richie Dow, will be attending Bentley University. 
I, Hebani Duggal, will be attending Cornell University.
I, Hadir Elhelw, will be attending the University of Connecticut.
I, Ashley Franklin, will be attending Eastern Connecticut State University.
I, Sarah Gambardella, will be attending Eastern Connecticut State University.
I, Sam Garlock, will hopefully have a car and a job.
I, Frank (Cheech) Giustino, will be attending the University of Connecticut. 
I, Maria Gjuraj, will be attending Southern Connecticut State University. 
I, Rebecca Golden, will be attending Johnson and Wales University. 
I, Melissa Grabowski, will be attending Eastern Connecticut State University. 
I, Danielle Gray, will be attending Springfield College.
I, Elizabeth Gregorio, will be attending Hamline University. 
I, Kurt Holden, will be attending Southern Connecticut State University. 
I, Pierce Holvek, will be attending Arizona State University. 
I, Jacque Jalaf, will be attending Central Connecticut State University.
I, Mary Jaser, will be attending Housatonic Community College. 
I, Hazal Kayalioglu, will be attending Southern Connecticut State University.
I, Joe Kirschner, will be working for an EMS service.
I, Kaleigh Kozek, will be attending Ohio State University. 
I, Kelly Kruysman, will be attending Quinnipiac University.
I, Hayley Lapadula, will be attending the University of Connecticut.
I, John Lawless, will be attending Drexel University. 
I, Christina Macaluso, will be attending the University of Tampa.
I, Monica Macchio, will be attending Sacred Heart University. 
I, Phillip Manes, will be attending Lincoln Technical Institute- East Windsor. 
I, Brittany Marino, will be attending Sacred Heart University. 
I, Christina Mazzeo, will be attending Southern Connecticut State University. 
I, Luke Mazzeo, will be attending the University of Rhode Island.
I, Megan McAndrew, will be attending the University of Tampa.
I, Jeremy Melita, will be attending Housatonic Community College.
I, Jake Miller, will be attending Saint Anselm College.
I, Rebecca Minahan-Rowley, will be attending Southern Connecticut State University. 
I, Frank Musante, will be attending Housatonic Community College.
I, Danielle Nantel, will be attending Southern Connecticut State University.
I, Michelle Novak, will be attending the University of Connecticut. 
I, Aashu Patel, will be attending Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences.
I, Josh Paton, will be attending Bryant University. 
I, Jasmine Perez, will be attending Housatonic Community College.
I, Selena Potenzo, will be attending Housatonic Community College.
I, Ryan Riordan, will be attending the Academy.   
I, Julia Rodriguez, will be attending Concordia College.
I, Emily Romero, will be attending the University of Connecticut.
I, Mariah Root, will be attending Central Connecticut State University. 
I, Jake Rouse, will be attending Herkimer College. 
I, Riley Saller, will be attending Johnson and Wales University. 
I, Jason Savisky, will be attending Stony Brook University. 
I, Michela Sciarrome, will be in Italy. 
I, Sean Scianna, will be attending the University of New Haven.
I, McKenna Staurovsky, will be attending Sacred Heart University.
I, Bianca Stefanacci, will be attending Albertus Magnus College.
I, Ryan Siddall, will be attending Illinois Institute of Technology. 
I, Meaghan Sollitto, will be attending Siena College.
I, Eduarda Souza, will be attending Gateway Community College. 
I, Aaron Tejada, will be attending Southern Connecticut State University. 
I, Matt Tighe, will be attending PACE University.
I, Kira Topalian, will be attending Northeastern University. 
I, Jessica Travis, will be working at Sephora in the mall. 
I, Michael Vaccaro, will be attending Quinnipiac University.
I, Cassie Wasson, will be attending the University of Connecticut. 
I, Molly Wasson, will be attending Eastern Connecticut State University. 
I, Danica Wens, will be attending St. John’s University. 

Salma Almidani
Ryan Axtell

Colleen Bugucki
Brooke Bonetti
Hadir Elhelw

Frank Guistino
Hayley Lapadula
Michelle Novak
Emily Romero
Cassie Wasson

Nicole DeLallo
Amanda DeLeo

Megan Fitzsimons
Maria Gjuraj
Kurt Holden

Hazal Kayalioglu
Christina Mazzeo

Rebecca Minahan-Rowley
Aaron Tejada
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The Advocate Asks This Year’s Seniors:
What Is Your Favorite Quote?

Ayah Alharbali – “Our ideals are our better selves.”
Salma Almidani – “Can you feel it Mr. Krabssss?” –Spongebob
Lena Arnold – “Strive not to be a success, but rather to be of value” – Albert Einstein
Jenna Bernard – “Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don’t matter, and those who matter don’t mind.” –Bernard M. Baruch
Colleen Bogucki – “Just keep feeding the beast” –Mr. Koorejian 
Brooke Bonetti – “All this ice I’m just livin’ the life” – Juicy J
Casey Bostic – “Don’t say that, that’s paperwork.” – Mr. Koorejian 
Danielle Biondino – “This is life, and pain is just a simple compromise so we can get what we want out of it.” – Paramore 
Kate Brady – “Stop waiting for things to happen, go out and make them happen.” 
Shauna Brotherton – “For every dark night, there’s a brighter day.” – Tupac Shakur
Ben Buczek – “I’m a senior” – Matt Cadrin
Matt Cadrin – “Man just wait till I get to college!” – Slater from “Dazed and Confused”
Stephanie Cameron – “You humans have potential.” – Mr. Koorejian
Jesiree Carrera – “In order to be irreplaceable, one must always be different.” – Coco Chanel
Hope Cupole – “Smile, listen, agree and then do whatever you wanted to do anyway.” – Robert Downey, Jr. 
Nicole DeLallo – “Don’t ever let a soul in the world tell you that you can’t be exactly who you are.” – Lady Gaga
Amanda DeLeo – “Licking doorknobs is illegal on other planets.” – Spongebob Squarepants
Jackie DelPrete – “Mad cause I’m cuter than the girl that’s with ya.” – Keri Hilson 
Tarik Diktas – “People never get the flowers while they can still smell them.” – Kanye West
Richie Dow – “Be a dreamer. If you don’t know how to dream then you’re dead.” – Jim Valvano
Hebani Duggal  – “Check your email.” – Mr. Stanton 
Hadir Elhelw – “That’s beyond the scope of this course.” – Tracy Turcotte
Ashley Franklin – “The best thing in life to hold onto is each other.” – Audrey Hepburn
Sarah Gambardella – “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened.” – Dr. Seuss
Sam Garlock – “Friendship is magic!” – Lauren Faust
Frank Giustino – “Stop speaking.” – Mr. Young
Maria Gjuraj – “She believed she could, so she did.”
Rebecca Goldin – “The scariest thing about distance is you don’t know whether they’ll miss you or forget about you.” – Nicholas Sparks 
Melissa Grabowski  – “You only live once, but if you do it right, once is enough.” 
Danielle Gray – “Foc-us” –Ms. Almonte
Elizabeth Gregorio – “Insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results.” – Albert Einstein
Pierce Holveck – “There comes a time in life where everything seems narrow. Choices have been made. I can only continue on.” – Jared Leto
Jacque Jalaf – “Shoosh” – Ms. Bouchard
Mary Jaser – “Just keep moving forward”
Hazal Kayalioglu – “Be yourself everyone else is taken.”
Joe Kirschner – “Every once and awhile you get shown the light in the strangest of places if you look at it right” – Jerry Garcia
Kaleigh Kozek –“Twenty years from now, you will be more disappointed by the things you didn’t do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. 
Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.” – Mark Twain
Kelly Kruysman – “If you can dream it, you can do it.” – Walt Disney
John Lawless – “I’m not a loser. I just don’t win very often.”
Christina Macaluso – “Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don’t matter, and those who matter don’t mind.” – Bernard M. Baruch 
Monica Macchio – “Hakuna Matata.” – “The Lion King”
Phillip Manes – “I thought it was razor burn.” –Jordan Betz
Brittany Marino – “The most important thing is to enjoy your life- To be happy- it’s all that matters.” – Audrey Hepburn
Christina Mazzeo – “Imperfection is beauty, madness is genius and it is better to be absolutely ridiculous than absolutely boring.” – Marilyn Monroe
Luke Mazzeo – “Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm.” – Winston Churchill 
Megan McAndrew – “I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.” 
– Maya Angelou
Jeremy Melita – “Stay far from timid, only make moves when your heart’s in it, and live the phrase, sky’s the limit.” – 
The Notorious B.I.G. aka Christopher Wallace 
Jake Miller – “Now when I was seven years old, I sat on a banana, and of course, that changed my life forever.” – Hugh Neutron 
Becca Minahan-Rowley – “If success was guaranteed and failure was not an option, what would you aspire to do?” – Alfred Watts 
Frank Musante – “Only those who dare to fail greatly can ever achieve greatly.” – Robert F. Kennedy 
Michelle Novak – “It’s never too late to do what you might have been.” – George Elliot
Aashu Patel – “This material is outside the scope of this course, but I’ll teach it anyways, cuz YOLO.” – Tracy Turcotte
Josh Paton – “Stay hungry, stay follish.” – Steve Jobs 
Jasmine Perez – “Learn to let go, not everyone in your life is meant to say.” 
Salena Potenzo – “Pretend not to care and eventually you won’t.”
Julia Rodriguez – “Impossible is just a big word thrown around by small men who find it easier to live in the world they’ve been given than to explore the 
power they have to change it.” – David B.
Emily Romero – “Enjoy the little things, for one day you may look back and realize they were the big things.” – Robert Brault
Jake Rouse – “There’s something on the wing. Some-thing!” – Jim Carrey 
Riley Saller – “Life goes on… Whether you choose to move on and take a chance in the unknown. Or stay behind, locked in the past, thinking of what could’ve 
been” – Anonymous 
Jason Savisky –“We are all connected; to each other, biologically, to the earth, chemically, to the rest of the universe automatically.” –Neil deGrasse Tyson
Sean Scianna –“Life isn’t fair get used to it.” – Mr. Iacono
Michela Sciarrome –“Where ever you go, go with all your heart.” – Komgzi
Ryan Siddall – “I just work here!”-Mr. Frank
Meaghan Sollitto –“You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take.” – Wayne Gretsky
Eduarda Souza –“Before you start pointing fingers make sure your hands are clean.”- Bob Marley
McKenna Staurovsky – “Good morning class.” – Mr. K
Bianca Stefanacci – “Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away.”- Maya Angelou
Aaron Tejada – “I love you.” – Mama Tejada
Matthew Tighe – “Pizza!” – Jake Fucci
Kira Topalian –“I just called Dooley pretty. That just happened.” – Mr. K
Jessica Travis –“You were born naked, and the rest is drag.” – RuPaul Charles
Michael Vaccaro – “What’s that smell?” – Mr. Ratburn
Cassie Wasson – “The trouble, it might drag you down. If you get lost you can always be found, just know you’re not alone.” – Phillip Phillips
Molly Wasson – “Uh hey, what’s up?” – Mr. K
Danica Wens – “Dream as if you’ll live forever. Live as if you’ll die today.” –  James Dean
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The Advocate Asks This Year’s Seniors:
What Will You Bequeath To The Underclassmen?

I, Ayah Alharbali, bequeath all the memoirs of experiences to my 9th grade sister to help her through the high school life.
I, Salma Almidani, bequeath all the freshmen my shattered hopes and dreams.
I, Lena Arnold, bequeath Aubrey Bepko my Boston University acceptance letter.
I, Jenna Bernard, bequeath the pitching circle and my chin to Aubrey Bepko, my glove hand to GeGe Romero, my smile to Mr.Young, and my 
problems to Ms.Turcotte.
I, Colleen Bogucki, bequeath Heather Sherrick all my earthly and spiritual possessions.
I, Brooke Bonetti, bequeath my sparkly, purple, Egyptian hookah to Tracy Turcotte, my look of intimidation to Mathilda Hill, and my boss necklace to 
Cassidy Boath.
I, Casey Bostic, bequeath Interact Club to my favorite juniors: Kelsey Kopazna, Emily LaLuna, Darby Hudd, Mathilda Hill, and Evelyn Castro.
I, Kate Brady, bequeath to Trisha Brady my favorite tennis court.
I, Tiani Britt, bequeath my patience to Zanabria Cadet, Kasedi Xavier, Kailyn, and Alyssa Scoop. May the force be with you in Law.
I, Ben Buczek, bequeath my fashion sense to Andrew Kogan and my running shoes to Thomas Gambardenia.
I, Matt Cadrin, bequeath Andrew Kogan one of my sweatshirts.
I, Stephanie Cameron, bequeath my parking spot to Justine Bannon, my dance moves to Erin Saley, all the garbage in my locker to Amanda Leone, 
and all my love to Kelsey Kopazna, Mathilda Hill, Dave Patrick, and Pat O’ Brien.
I, Jesiree Carrera, leave The Advocate and my Editor-In-Chief position to Hayley Sanchez.
I, Amanda DeLeo, bequeath all of my positive energy and enthusiasm in the Drama Club and my favorite squeaky floorboard on the stage to Jill 
Bendlak.
I, Jackie DelPrete, bequeath my fun times with Rags to Leea Palmer, my parking spot to Dylan Vienneau, my love for cats to Paige Szygiel, and my 
seat at the lunch table to Laura Dulin.
I, Tarik Diktas, bequeath Sofya Calvin nothing.
I, Hebani Duggal, bequeath Sravya Jaladanki the packs of gum I don’t have, Raevan Grant my class rank, and Sofya Calvin my eyebrows.
I, Hadir Elhelw, bequeath Zoe Taylor my ginger obsession.
I, Ashley Franklin, Bequeath Schulte to Haley Palmer.
I, Sarah Gambardella, bequeath to Holly Stewart my spot on the track team.
I, Samuel Arthur Garlock, bequeath advice to everyone: be yourself, don’t listen to anyone who says you can’t.
I, Cheech Giustino, bequeath Frank Mucciacciaro my spot on the bench brigade.
I, Rebecca Golden, bequeath my amazing driving skills to Sarah Golden.
I, Melissa Grabowski, bequeath my captain position on the gymnastics teacm to Kelsey, Mathilda, and Kayla.
I, Danielle Gray, bequeath Cassidy Boath my third base position and my hunchback to GeGe Romero.
I, Elizabeth Gregorio, bequeath to Jamie Loma my swim locker.
I, Kurt Holden, bequeath Jeremy Doucette my great charisma and ability to always be happy.
I, Pierce Holveck, bequeath Joe Mugford my friendship and knowledge. His potential to be a success and a good man never ceases to amaze me.
I, Jaque Jalaf, bequeath Micheal Jalaf the Jonathan Law Key Club and all the great memories I’ve made.
I, Mary Jaser, bequeath Isabel Cortez my locker.
I, Hazal Kayalioglu, bequeath my seats in class to Lea Palmer and my maturity to George Zikopoulos.
I, Joe Kirschner, bequeath my reliable hands and athletic grace to John Speer.
I, Kelly Kruysman, bequeath my javelin to Cori Kalafus, Kelsey Kopazna, and Melissa Hanania.
I, John Lawless, bequeath my hurdle legacy (top 15 in the entire state) to John Hart.
I, Christina Macaluso, bequeath my rides to pasta parties to the LV juniors: Megan Gritz, Kayla Patrick, and Martha Smith; all of my love to Kaillee 
Frank, and my looks to Tori Contaxis.
I, Monica Macchio, bequeath Haley Palmer, Jeremy Doucette, and Ben Longobardi with turtles.
I, Phillip Manes, bequeath Sean Burg knowledge.
I, Christina Mazzeo, bequeath my twerking ability to all the cheerleaders.
I, Megan McAndrew, bequeath Trisha Brady my love for tennis in the hopes that she will continue to play tennis for the rest of her high school career.
I, Jeremy Melita, bequeath my locker to the incoming freshmen.
I, Jake Miller, bequeath Max Slusky my wiffle ball skills, to that he too may hit a triple at the Key Club Convention next year.
I, Becca Minahan-Rowley, bequeath my parking spot to Kayla Patrick, my seat in French to Heather Sherrick, and a room at HOJO’s to 
Martha Smith.
I, Frank Musante, bequeath advice: Do the work because you don’t want to be here for longer than you have to.
I, Michelle Novak, bequeath the Almidani brothers all the cheesy puns that make you laugh and brighten your day.
I, Josh Paton, bequeath my four pegs to Zach.
I, Jasmine Perez, bequeath Nicole Nunez my locker.
I, Selena Potenzo, bequeath nobody nothing.
I, Ryan Riordan, bequeath to all underclassman advice to take art and materials processing.
I, Emily Romero, bequeath GeGe Romero my sarcasm, Amanda Leone my forehead scar, Catie Rice my memories, and Emily LaLuna my 
parking spot.
I, Mariah Root, bequeath the Rachetmobile’s parking spot to Jess Centore.
I, Jake Rouse, bequeath my game winning comments to Evan Carollo.
I, Riley Saller, bequeath Jewel Okwosa our memories in winterguard and track.
I, Jason Savisky, bequeath Tim Rebentisch my knowledge of everything, which is nothing.
I, Sean Scianna, bequeath Maggie Williams my senioritis and lateness to school.
I, McKenna Staurovsky, bequeath Aaron Simone my parking spot, Aubrey Bepko my softball pecans, and GeGe Romero my sporty gear and Crocs.
I, Bianca Stefanacci, bequeath my Bangerz CD to Emily LaLuna, Kristen Passaro, Catie Rice, and Bethany Edwards.
I, Ryan Siddall, bequeath to Charlie Phonk the torture of running in the 400 meter in track, along with the ethic of hard work in school, and the ability 
of ease in making friends and speaking to others.
I, Meaghan Sollitto, bequeath my parking spot to Sam Hudak.
I, Eduarda Souza, bequeath my senioritis.
I, Aaron Tejada, bequeath my locker to Sysy.
I, Matthew Tighe, bequeath my skateboard and the shaving cream prank to Jesse DaCosta and Jake Fucci.
I, Kira Topalian, bequeath my “face” to Amanda Leone, because she’s so nice.
I, Jessica Travis, bequeath my make-up skills and my singing voice to Brianna Whitlock. I also leave my love to Dana Laufer.
I, Michael Vaccaro, bequeath Sofya Calvin my Frisbee, Hayley Palmer my Katy Perry CDs, and Jake Fucci my pizza.
I, Cassie Wasson, bequeath my broken locker to whichever freshman gets it (I’m sorry it’s broken), and all of my fun times senior year to the 
Class of 2015.
I, Danica Wens, bequeath to Kalsey Kopazna my javelin.
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Class
Favorites

2014

Favorite Team Favorite Food

Yankees Pizza

Favorite Show

Modern Family

Favorite Actor

Adam Sandler

Favorite Actress

Jennifer Lawrence

Favorite Movie Favorite Class Favorite Substitute

            Frozen

Favorite Fast Food
Favorite 

Restaurant

Mr. Mac’s Luke Bryan

Favorite Band/Artist

    Archie Moore’s

Favorite Athlete Favorite Teacher

Derek Jeter

   Favorite Event

            Prom

Mr. MercierAP Psychology

          Mrs. Reshenk
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The Advocate Asks This Year’s Seniors:
What Will You Remember About Jonathan Law?

I, Ayah Alharbali, will remember all the friends I have made throughout the years.  The classes we had together and 
the talks we had with the teachers, and what the teachers taught me throughout the years.  I will also remember the 
school events, field trips, and the other things that I have done throughout the years.
I, Lena Arnold, will remember meeting new people and making new friends.  I will also remember playing in the 
powder-puff game and beating Foran my junior year.
I, Jenna Bernard, will remember that all of the Jonathan Law teachers are supportive and are there for you when you 
need them.  I will also remember every time we beat Foran.
I, Brooke Bonetti, will remember all the fabulous coaches and teachers I’ve had along with our unbreakable bond as 
such a strong community and family.
I, Casey Bostic, will remember stinking up the entire first floor when we dissected sharks in Marine, coming in early 
for breakfast and still missing it, and being in so many different friend groups until I found my true best friend in 
senior year.
I, Danielle Biondino, will remember all of the great friends I have made here at Jonathan Law, as well as all of the 
great times I’ve had with them.  My friends have made me who I am today and for that I can’t thank them enough.
I, Kate Brady, will remember all of the great times spent with my friends.  I will also remember all of the wins we 
had on the tennis and when we finally beat Foran and made states.  I’ll also remember the sense of community here at 
Law.
I, Shauna Brotherton, will remember all the lessons I’ve learned throughout my four years of being in high school.  
I went through a lot but it was all worth it because I’ve learned so much and I can use my lessons I’ve learned 
throughout my life and in my future.
I, Ben Buczek, will remember the good times and the bad times.  The good times showed me how to have a fun time 
and the bad taught me life lessons that shaped me into who I am.  I’ll always remember the great memories I had when 
my friends and I started a band.
I, Matt Cadrin, will remember being a senior.
I, Stephanie Cameron, will remember all the fun times in sophomore year geometry, all my amazing teammates, and 
teachers.
I, Jesiree Carrera, will remember my first moments as a staff writer in The Advocate to joyfully finding out my 
position as editor in chief and all the moments in between.
I, Hope Cupole, will remember all my friends and teachers who taught me over the past four years.  I’ll remember the 
field trips and the school dances and most of all; I’ll remember Fran Thompson’s Sunday night phone calls.  
I, Amanda DeLeo, will remember the genuine school spirit our class had.  I will remember how being a member of 
the Drama Club shaped me who I am today.  I will remember the first time I was the Eagle mascot at the pep rally in 
September and how I had a love/hate relationship with that thing all year.  But most importantly, I’ll remember all 
classes and faculty being there for each other and supporting each other when we really needed it.
I, Jackie DelPrete, will remember fainting in front of the whole school on 9/11 day, slipping in tomato sauce in the 
café freshman year and of course, leaving school to get food or Dunkin all the time.  I’ll never forget the teachers and 
all the friends I’ve made, as well as the fun times in advisory.
I, Esha Deshmukh, will remember all my great teachers and interesting classes I have taken.  I will also remember the 
terrible locker I had and losing my flip flop while walking up the stairs.
I, Tarik Diktas, will remember how everyone came together towards the end of the year.  I will remember nonsensical 
conversations with Mrs. Clark and all my lovely meetings with Mrs. Lindsay.
 I, Hebani Duggal, will remember AP US History with Batson my senior year, all four years of French with Ms. 
Almonte, cross country pasta parties, midnight Calc sessions, and making states with the best tennis team ever.
I, Hadir Elhelw, will remember winning powder-puff game junior year.
I, Ashley Franklin, will remember all the friends and teacher I met.  I’ve met people I will never forget.  I’ve spent 
so much time at Law during school, sports, and clubs and I will never forget the experiences I’ve had.  I’ll always 
remember the table topping cross country pasta parties and the track slip and slides.
I, Sarah Gambardella, will remember are the sports.  I’ll remember all the new friends I made and the fun time we 
had.  I’ll also never forget the good coaches I had, like Mr. Beler and Mr. Schulte. 
I, Melissa Grabowski, will remember the gymnastics team and coaches.  I am going to all my teachers and friends. 
Also, all the school events and dances I went to.  
I, Danielle Gray, will remember spending four years of French together with the best teacher Mrs. Almonte and class.  
Also, playing Law softball made my law experience one of the best!
I, Elizabeth Gregorio, will remember when I met my friends and every swim bus rides.  
I, Pierce Holveck, will remember the people and the memories we share.  The time spent together I would not trade 
for anything.  At the end of the day, the memories are all we have, and I’ll hold them close to my heart for as long as I 
live.  
I, Mary Jaser, will remember hanging out with my friend in the hallways.
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The Advocate Asks This Year’s Seniors:
What Will You Remember About Jonathan Law?
I, Hazel Kayalioglu, will remember the times where I left school to get Dunkin’ just about every common time, and 
when I walked around school in the eagle costume.  I’ll also remember all my favorite teachers, Ruz, Beler, Batson, 
Dan Young, Zuraw, and Reshenk.
I, Joe Kirchner, will remember the summer I moved to Milford, I went to Vermont with the football team and 
bonded with a lot of the guys there.  From then on, it was apparent that Law was a close community of accepting 
people.
I, Kaleigh Kozek, will remember the friends and memories I made at Jonathan Law, as well as all the great teachers 
and classes I had.
I, Kelly Kruysman, will remember all the friends I made here at Law.  I will also remember all of the fun memories 
and laughs I shared with my cross country and track teammates. 
I, John Lawless, will remember Model U.N., Costa Rica, Mr. JLHS, taking four AP classes senior year, running 
hurdles, applying to college, and Reshenk.
I, Christina Macaluso, will remember Mr. Zuraw, Mr. K, Mr. Sweeney, Ms. Burns, and Ms. Reshenk.  I will 
remember how much school spirit we have, even if we’re not always the best.  I’ll always remember Law volleyball 
and how close of a team we were and how most of my favorite memories were with them.
I, Brittany Marino, will remember playing and managing for the basketball team.
I, Megan McAndrew, will remember the friends that I made and all of my favorite teachers.  I will remember all of 
the good time that my friends and I had together outside and inside school.  I will remember all of the good times that 
I’ve had at Jonathan Law High School.
I, Jake Miller, will remember how Bill Murray didn’t play defense. 
I, Rebecca Minahan-Rowley, will remember an amazing week in Europe with 13 of my closest friends.  I will 
remember a great four years with my French class and Ms. Almonte.  I will remember my LV girls and finally 
beating Foran senior year, and finally I will remember all of us uniting in our darkest days.
I, Frank Musante, will remember meeting some new friends that are students and teachers and talking and hanging 
out with them, and talking about New York Yankees with Mr. Kooregian and Stephanie Cameron.  I will remember 
helping Mr. Rhodes with the soccer team and my friends on the soccer team.  I will remember talking heavy metal 
with Mr. Young and Mr. Dooly.  I will remember my favorite teacher Mr. Rhode, Ruz, Nigretti, Zuraw, and all the 
others.
I, Michelle Novak, will remember the time I put 800 “Choose Well, Vote Michelle :)” sticky notes on everyone’s 
locker was pretty memorable for me. I loved making tons of campaign posters and rapping to the entire school 
too. When you put your heart and mind towards a goal, you will soon find success. I loved representing my class 
throughout the years, and I hope they love this school as much as I do.
I, Aashu Patel, will remember calling Krishnan “K-Hash”, “Kash money”, and “Captain Kush.” Also human bio 
with Mariah and Sami and physics with my boy Stanton.
I, Jasmine Perez, will remember all the fun times at lunch with my friends. 
I, Ryan Riordan, will remember all the fun I had in unified sports. I will also remember all the fun that I had in 
reading, writing, and math.
I, Emily Romero, will remember all of the awesome times I’ve had with my friends her and I’ll remember all the 
great teachers I’ve had and how much they have helped me. I’ll remember how fun the sporting events are and how 
great it is to be part of the Law family.
I, Mariah Root, will remember the chicken fire finger wraps at lunch.
I, Jake Rouse, will remember the baseball team.
I, Riley Saller, will remember all the friendships I’ve made. All of the nice teachers I had and helped me. I will also 
remember all the sports and activities that I was involved in.
I, Jason Savisky, will remember everything about Law, from my classes to all my teachers and all of my friends. 
I will remember this great experience at Law for the rest of my life. I am proud to be a part of the Jonathan Law 
family.
I, Michela Sciarrome, will remember meeting Danica and Michelle and the time I spent with them. I’ll remember 
the practices and competitions with the cheerleading team. I’ll remember my friends decorating my locker and 
buying me chocolate for my birthday. I’ll remember all the people that helped me in the last year.
I, Ryan Siddall, will remember playing football, basketball, and track and representing Jonathan Law as a captain 
for four seasons. I will remember winning Mr. JLHS my senior year and having fun with all of the competitions. In 
addition, I will remember spending nine days in Costa Rica with Ms. Goldbeck, the five Law students, and the new 
friends we met. I will remember all my teachers, classes, and friends along with the memories I’ve made with them 
all.
I, Bianca Stefanacci, will remember the soccer and tennis team. I’ll remember the Law vs. Foran Thanksgiving 
football games. Also, I’ll remember when I put “What does the fox say?” on the soccer warm-up CD.
I, McKenna Staurovsky, will remember bonding with Dan Young, doing the news in Mr. K’s class and the last 
wonderful four years in French with my amazing class and Mrs. Almonte.
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Back In 2010...

Top News Stories

Top Entertainment 
Stories

Top Songs
Ke$ha - Tik Tok
Need You Now - Lady Antebellum
Hey, Soul Sister - Train

Top Movies
“Iron Man 2”
“Toy Story 3”

“The Twilight Saga: Eclipse”

BP oil spill ravages Gulf of Mexico
Apple lauches the iPad

2010 Winter Olympics open in Vancouver
Chilean miners rescued after 33 days underground

Lady Gaga bursts onto the music scene
Simon Cowell leaves “American Idol”

“Lost” and “24” go off the air

The Advocate Asks This Year’s Seniors:
What Will You Remember About Jonathan Law?
I, Meaghan Sollitto, will remember winning Powderpuff junior year after Sam Murphy tackled some girl. I will 
remember Mr. K’s classes: sophomore English, Journalism 1 and 2, and Broadcast. I’ll remember when Ruz kicked 
me out of class junior year. I’ll remember Batson, Beler, Rags, K, Nigretti, Morazzini, Burns, Young, Ruz, Rosner, 
Hoggatt, Almonte, Zuraw, Sweeney, and Koorejian. I will definitely remember Mr. Koorejian yelling at me, his catch 
phrases, and when he told me that humans have potential. I’ll remember my amazing French class for the past four 
years. I’ll remember all of the fun times and memories from 
I, Eduarda Souza, will remember making new friends and becoming close to them. I will also always remember 
April 25, 2014, when one of our beloved students passed. She brought the whole school and most of Milford together. 
I, Aaron Tejada, will remember all of the friends I made and the great teachers that helped me throughout the school 
year.
I, Matt Tighe, will remember the good times in study hall with Justin Whitham and Tinnes. 
I, Kira Topalian, I will remember powderpuff, soccer, and basketball with my awesome teammates and coaches, my 
drama family, and all the shenanigans that happened in broadcast/senior year/post ap classes.
I, Jessica Travis, will remember the great teachers, like Mrs. Reshenk, Mr. Iacono, and Ms. Main. I will remember 
senior privilege and early dismissals. And most of all I’ll remember Maren Sanchez, the world’s very own angel.
I, Michael Vaccaro, will remember the juggalos, Eric, Wayne’s whistle, the yolo boiz, Mr. Young’s non-existent 
upper teeth, wondering what time Nabeel would show up to Euro, putting up pictures of Josh Peck in the halls, 
getting blamed for writing “K.Burns” on Ms. Burns’ board sophomore year, all the stories, Ms. Sanchez told, the time 
Jack Finnell puked in Bio, and all the great friends I have made in my past 4 years here. 
I, Cassie Wasson, will remember all of the fun times at law, like the home games, prom, ring banquet, and cotillion. I 
will remember all of my favorite teachers and classes. Last, I will remember how everyone here is one big family. 
I, Molly Wasson, will remember all my favorite teachers: Mr. K, Dan Young, Kelsey Burns, Beler, Ruz, Rags, etc. I 
will miss them all so much!
I, Danica Wens, will remember all the fun/not fun times at swim practice, all the friends I’ve made, and our thrower 
food circles at track. I’ll also remember how close we are as a community, how supporting we are towards each other, 
and all the school dances.
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